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Office Hours 
 

Tuesday-Friday  
9:30—3:00  

The office is closed  
on Monday and Saturday 

 
Office Closed from 12/26 

through 12/30 for Christmas 
 
 

Phone: 925-935-2100 
 

Sr. Pastor Mark:  
925-433-5459 or 

revmrb@gmail.com   
 

 
 

 

Submit articles for the next 

issue by   

DECEMBER  

Sunday Worship 

• Dec 4 (2nd Advent) 
 – Esther 4:1-17 

• Dec 11 (3rd Advent)  
– Isaiah 42:1-9 

• Dec 18 (4th Advent)  
– Matthew 1:18-25 

• Dec 25 (Christmas)  
– Carol/Hymn Sing 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

As we enter into the season of Advent, I 
read this recently from the Biblical scholar 
Richard Horsley: “Imagine a complex, 
multicultural society that annually holds an 
elaborate winter festival—one that lasts not 
simply a few days but several weeks. This great 
festival celebrates the birth of the Lord and 
Savior of the world, the Prince of Peace, a man 
who is divine. People mark the festival with 
great abundance—feasting, drinking, gift giving.” 

“Public space is festooned with images and decorations of the season. 
Special public events—song, dance, theater, sporting events—happen almost 
daily. Local political and religious leaders preside over various rituals and 
ceremonies. The economy booms, as sales of goods and services flourish as at 
no other time in the year. The poor are recipients of special philanthropy and 
generous giving by the rich. In all, the great festival brings a sense of civic 
unity while honoring the Savior.” 

We may be surprised to learn that Horsley is describing a major festival of 
the Roman Empire that celebrated the Emperor’s divinity and power during the 
time of Jesus and the early Church. However, it also is a fitting description of 
the “Holiday Season” as it currently exists in our modern American culture. 

As I write this article, we are approaching both “Black Friday”—the 
biggest shopping day of the year—and “Cyber Monday.” In the midst of our 
consumer culture, we Christians must ask: Who (or what) is being celebrated 
and worshiped during this time? What kind of “Savior” are we waiting for? 

The season of Advent is an invitation to ponder these questions. Advent 
isn’t a time for just sitting around, but instead for noticing, embracing, and 
receiving. It’s not a season of casual waiting, but rather a time for daily 
disciplines of compassion, gospel living, practicing generosity, truth-telling, 
and forgiveness. Old Testament professor Walter Brueggemann suggests these 
practices: 

• Decrease what is old and habitual and destructive in your life, so  
that the new life-giving power of Jesus may grow large in you. 

• Decrease what is greedy, what is frantic consumerism, for the 
increase of simple, life-giving sharing. 

• Decrease what is fearful and defensive, for the increase of  
life-giving compassion and generosity. 

• Decrease what is hateful and alienating, for the increase of  
healing and forgiveness, which finally are the only source of life. 

 Advent is about the great promise of God’s future that we know in 
Jesus Christ. In the light and expectancy of that promise, we go about our day-
to-day work of living faithfully. May the Spirit’s blessing and presence be with 
you in this holy season! 
     Advent blessings, 
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Visitors 
Visitors who want to learn more 

about Grace Church or seek Church 
membership are invited to let Pastor 
Mark know of your interest. He will 
answer your questions about being a 
Presbyterian and what you need to do 
to be a member of Grace Church.  

        —Discipleship Department 

December Birthdays  

Join Friends for a Free Concert, Sun. 12/18 at 3pm.  
 

Jumi has put together a wonderful lineup of professionals to sing 
holiday favorites for you. Please bring a friend for this special 
Christmas Concert. For those who missed the November concert with 
the fabulous Celeste Trio, you may view the recording by typing the 

link in your browser: https://youtu.be/RaTfdl4NoxE 

Christmas Eve Worship,  
Saturday 12/24 — 4pm 

Join with friends for a 
meaningful Christmas story , 
candlelight, carols and spe-
cial music on Christmas Eve. 
Worship will also be held on 
Sunday, 12/25 at 10 am as 

December 13, Can You Lend a Hand? 

      Plans have firmed up for this year’s Winter 
Break Food Program for young families with 
children in the West County elementary schools. 
Community and multi-faith groups of volunteers 
will be packing boxes of groceries December 12-
14 for distribution to approximately 600 families. Grace church 
is now assigned to pack the fresh produce on Tuesday, Dec. 13th. 
Carpool(s) to the work site will be available from the church parking 
lot leaving at 9:00 am and returning at 4:00 p.m. If you have some 
hours to give, please consider joining us. Contact Gail Peterson or 
Liz Bradner for more details and to volunteer.        

Elsie Nungesser 12/1 

Gary Brasser 12/3 

Daniel Rogers 12/6 

Marianne Seals 12/7 

Jim Black 12/8 

Pat Devine-Cummings 12/8 

Timothy Hamilton 12/11 

Ivy Knott 12/13 

Dorothy Vierhus 12/13 

Mary Kay Zieminski 12/13 

Geoff Eukel 12/18 

Betty Foster 12/21 

Dan Hasselbrink 12/21 

Andrew Rogers 12/22 

Elise Teagle 12/22 

Frances Whipple 12/22 

Julie Kim 12/25 

Pledge Update 

     Thanks to all who have submitted their 2023 pledge! Grace is 
truly blessed. We now stand at 32 pledges received totaling 
$116,860 which represents 47% of our goal of $250,000. We are 
grateful to all of you for your demonstration of “Generous 
Living”.  It is not too late to pledge. You may use the QR code with 
your smart phone camera to take you to the link to the online pledge 
form. Paper forms are available at the church. Thank you for your 

support of Grace Presbyterian Church. Contact me if you have any questions.                                                                                    
         —Faye Hutchings, Financial Scty. 

https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3909
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4490
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4239
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/6984
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4146
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4331
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4887
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4243
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3853
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/7139
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4154
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3925
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5568
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4176
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5445
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4223
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5470


3 New members 

Grace Church to Welcome New Members 

Grace has had the privilege to welcome many 
new members to the church. Bob and Lynn 
Binsacca, residents of Rossmoor joined recently. 
Bob was born in San Francisco and raised in Santa 
Cruz. After graduation from the University of 
California at Berkeley, he served as a civil engineer 
during a long career that finished up in 2018 with 
Bob holding the title of Executive Vice President. He 
also served as an Army reservist. He and his wife 
Lynn married after college and resided in Orinda for 
52 years before moving to Rossmoor in 2010. 
Together, they raised three children. Bob and Lynn 
were members of Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church 
where he served as an elder and she as a Deacon. 
Lynn is qualified as a Stephen Minister and they 
delivered Meals on Wheels for five years. Welcome 
Bob and Lynn to Grace Church. 

Rex and Fran Beach were recently welcomed 
into membership, having come from Hillside 
Covenant Church in Walnut Creek. Fran was raised 
in the Presbyterian Church where she grew up in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. She served as an elder at 1st 
Presbyterian Church in Berkeley were both were 
long-time members. Rex was born and raised in 
Kansas. Rex and Fran were married in 1962 and 
lived many states throughout the country, including 
Arizona, Rhode Island, Washington D.C. and 
California. They also lived in the Philippines. Rex 
worked in the field of online education and Fran was 
a teacher and later a marriage and family counselor. 
Together, they raised three sons. After returning 
from the Philippines in 1975 they have lived in 
Walnut Creek for 47 years. We are delighted to have 
the Beaches as members of Grace Church. 

Operation Gratitude—Needlers’ Project 
Needlers sent 51 scarves and 9 

hats made by Annie Toy, Betty 
Foster, Ruth Hoglund and Marsha 
Stark. The Needlers group was able 
to send these in time to compete in 
the "Clear Your Stash Challenge," 
for which they received a notable 3rd place. Last June 
Needlers sent 60 scarves for the "Red Scarf 
Challenge" and came in 8th place. People participate 
from all over the US in the two challenges each year. 
This small group of Needlers has had a big impact. 
Congratulations Needlers! If you have yarn to donate 
to this project, it is always appreciated. Contact Marsha 
Stark if you would like to knit with the Needlers. 

Circle Meeting Dec. 6 at 10 am, Library 
 

Please note that the meeting has been moved 
up one week. If you are unable to attend in person a 
Zoom link will be provided. 

In our Bible Study - "Celebrating Sabbath: 
Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight" Lesson 
4 - Sabbath and Surrender - "The "manna" story, 
with its emphasis on only gathering as much as we 
need and not gathering on the Sabbath, is a call to 
trust God to provide for our needs."  Scripture: Ex-
odus 16:1-36. Please read the rest of Exodus Chap-
ter 16 from your preferred copy of the Bible. Note: 
We will be finalizing plans for the presentation and 
tea on Sunday, 12/11.Until we meet again, Bless-
ings and Peace,      Geri and Jan 

 
 

An Invitation to... 

In Memory of Barbara Livingston  
 

September 17, 1929 — August 1, 2022 

Memorial Garden Candlelight Vigil 
Please join us on Wed., 

December 14 at 4:30 pm in 
Grace Church’s Memorial 
Garden for a Candlelight Vigil. 
This unique service is a time for 
us to gather and remember the 
loved ones who we’ve lost over 
the years. Everyone is invited to 
participate by bringing a photo of 
a lost loved one and lighting a 
candle in their memory. 
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WELCOME STATEMENT 

Oakland 51 -874-8742 

 

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.  
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.  

 

A Livestream worship link is at www.gracewc.org - Sundays at 10:00 am  
 

Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.gracewc.org 
 

Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone. Dial 925-236-2487    
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP—SAT. 12/24 AT 4:00 PM 
CANDLELIGHT AND CAROLS, PLUS SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
 

Tuesday, December 6 - 10 am, Women’s Circle Meeting in the Library 

Wednesday, December 7 - 1:30 pm, Deacons Meeting, Fireside Room - Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 11, Presbyterian Women Honorary Lifetime Membership  
Award Presentation and Advent Tea Fellowship  

Wednesday, December 14, Candlelight Vigil in the Memorial Garden 

Sunday, December 18 - 3:00 pm - Christmas Concert  

Every Wednesday - 10 am, Bible Study in-person the Library or on Zoom  

The Book Club — On break until January. 


