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Office Hours 
 

Tuesday-Friday  
9:30—3:00  

The office is CLOSED  
on Monday and Saturday 

 
 

Phone: 925-935-2100 
 

Sr. Pastor Mark:  
925-433-5459 or 

revmrb@gmail.com   
 

 
 

 

Submit articles for the next 

issue by   

OCTOBER  

Sunday Worship 

• Oct 2 –  Exodus 14:5-7,  
10-29 

• Oct 9 – Exodus 20:1-17 

 

• Oct 16 – Joshua 24:1-3a, 
13-25 

• Oct 23 – 2 Samuel 11:26-
27, 12:1-10 

• Oct 30 – 1 Kings 3:4-28 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

The news of the death of Queen Elizabeth II last 
month and the ceremonies that followed captured  
the attention of much of the world. Millions of 
people watched the state funeral on September 19. 

One headline that caught my attention was this: 
“When the Queen died, she was actually a 
Presbyterian.” An article in The Spectator, a weekly magazine based in 
London, explained that “all British monarchs change their religious identity 
when they arrive in Scotland.” Since the Queen was at Balmoral Castle in 
Scotland when she died, she was at that time an ‘ordinary member’ of the local 
Kirk (church). 

This happened as a consequence of the 1707 Act of Union between the then 
separate kingdoms of Scotland and England, forming the United Kingdom. So 
while the Queen (and now King Charles) is the Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England, the Church of Scotland (which is Presbyterian) only 
recognizes Jesus as the “Supreme Governor” and head of the church. 

Now this may sound like theological or ecclesiastical trivia, but it points to 
an important basis of our Presbyterian/Reformed faith. The church’s one 
foundation (the hymn puts it) is not you or me, nor any particular gathering of 
people. The foundation of the church is not the liberal or conservative wing of 
the church. The foundation is not any nation-state or political party. No, the 
Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ. 

This is a basic, even obvious, truth, but one that is too often forgotten. The 
Church (in its local, national, or international form) does not belong to us. We 
are caretakers and stewards of an amazingly precious gift. In fact, the first 
Constitutional question that all Ruling Elders, Ministers, and Deacons answer 
is: “Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all 
and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit?” 

So, the Church’s life and mission are a joyful participation in Christ’s 
ongoing life and work. And everything that we do is centered on Jesus Christ, 
who is our Lord and Savior and the Head of the church. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the great German theologian, once said that what holds 
the church together is not that we like each other (after all, we don’t all like 
each other!). And it’s not that we have a profound experience of unity (after 
all, we don’t!). Instead, writes Bonhoeffer, it is through Christ alone that “we 
have access to one another, joy in one another, community with one another.” 
It is through Christ alone that the church can be the church. 

As you read this newsletter, please consider the wonderful opportunities to 
participate in worship, music concerts, Bible studies, and so much more. We 
are indeed blessed to be part of this body of believers called Grace Church. 

One last note: the Wednesday Bible Study, which has been exclusively on 
Zoom, now includes an in-person gathering. We meet every Wednesday at 
10:00 AM in the Church Library as well as on Zoom. The text box to the right 
lists the scriptures for each week. I hope you can join us! 
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Visitors 
Visitors who want to learn more 

about Grace Church or seek Church 
membership are invited to let Pastor 
Mark know of your interest. He will 
answer your questions about being a 
Presbyterian and what you need to do 
to be a member of Grace Church.  

        —Discipleship Department 

October Birthdays  
Lori Camenson 10/04 

Shirley Dal Porto 10/04 

Nancy Brixey 10/05 

Linda Hohenfeldt 10/07 

Kevin Riach 10/09 

Kathy Anderson 10/11 

Marsha Stark 10/12 

Mark Borchardt 10/17 

Sally Day 10/19 

Lille Tuttle 10/20 

Paisley Tuttle 10/20 

Vivienne Tuttle 10/20 

Barb Pennington 10/22 

Stacy Adam 10/23 

Anne Bergera 10/25 

Bill Keeley 10/26 

Samuel Reaber 10/26 

Margo Riach 10/31 

Join Friends for a Special Free Concert 
Sunday, October 16 at 3PM. 

 

Grace Music Director, Jumi Kim, is reinstating monthly concerts 
at Grace. This is a perfect opportunity to introduce a friend or 
neighbor to the church. As of the beginning of the year, concerts will 
be held on 4th Sundays at 3:00 pm. The concerts will last about one 
hour and are free. Please check out the church calendar on the insert 
of this issue for a schedule of concerts for the remainder of this year. 

New Sanctuary Flower Policy 
 

Thank you to all who have donated 
sanctuary flowers in memory or in 
honor of loved ones. The beautiful 
flowers are a living tribute that enhances 
our Sunday worship experience. As of 
September, a new florist is being used for 
the Sunday arrangements. 

As of January 2023, due to increasing 
costs, the donation for flowers in the 
sanctuary will be $100, an increase of $15. 
The church will continue to subsidize the actual cost for floral 
arrangements of $150. 

Donors can customize their message printed in the bulletin, as 
well as expect a lovely arrangement with a variety of seasonal 
flowers, greens and colors. Please note: flower choices will be at the 
discretion of the florist based on availability. Regrettably, special 
requests for specific flowers or colors can no longer be 
accommodated. Please contact the church office to schedule a time 
for your floral requests. 

https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4005
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/7042
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5563
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3779
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4273
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4976
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5259
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3955
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4462
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5506
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5504
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5505
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3888
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4110
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5050
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5118
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4886
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5418


3 New members 

At the last Session meeting we added one more 
new member, Dako Urabe. Information about 
Dako, and Fran and Rex Beach will be in a later 
issue of the newsletter.  

Meet Mary Lou Thompson. 
Mary Lou was born and raised on a 
farm in Rochester, New York. She 
attended college at Iowa State 
University and spent her junior year 
in Geneva, Switzerland. Her three 
daughters, now all living in 
California, were born in Arlington, 
Virginia, where Mary Lou lived until 
moving to Rossmoor. Her career was spent working 
for the Red Cross, the Federal Government, and 
later teaching English as a second language. At age 
76, she earned a nursing degree which she used 
until she retired. Mary Lou was a member of the 
Church of God and went on several mission trips to 
Haiti. Welcome to Grace Church, Mary Lou. 

Introducing Myra Swallow. Some of you 
may recognize Myra who has sung in the Grace 
Choir for a number of years before joining the 
church. She grew up in the Great Smoky and Bule 
Ridge Mountains in a very small town with strict 
fundamentalist Christian values. Myra’s mother 
played the organ there for 48 years and she began 
singing with the choir at age three. Myra is a retired 
registered nurse and continues to love nursing and 
supporting and helping people copy with difficult 
situations in positive life-affirming ways.  

Myra’s sons are the light of her life. Both have 
overcome major medical issues and lead productive 
careers where they educate others. Her late 
husband, John, was a musician and teacher. Her 
description of her marriage was one of caring and 
learning from each other. Her experience at Grace 
has been one of learning, especially about the power 
of prayer in her life. We are so glad to have you as a 
member, Myra. 

Grace Church to Welcome New Members 

Interfaith Council of Rossmoor News | from Grace Representative, Meg Keeley 
 

Announcement and Invitation to Special Workshop 
Introductory Session—Thursday, 10/6, 1:30—3:30 pm 

in Multi-Purpose Room 3 at Rossmoor 
 

Generous Listening takes time and practice. To that end the Interfaith Council 
of Rossmoor is offering a new workshop series led by Pastor Dan Sturdivant. 
Rossmoor residents are invited to an introductory session on Thursday, October 
6, 1:30 to 3:00 pm in Multi-Purpose Room 3. If you choose to continue, we ask 
that you commit to five additional sessions on 10/20, 11/3 & 17, and 12/1 & 15. 
There is no cost to attend, and donations to the Interfaith Council of Rossmoor will be gratefully appreciated. 
To register or for information, contact Ruth Ahearn ruth_ahearn@comcast.net (925-705-7304).   

When does “Compassionate” listening become “Generous” listening? Compassionate listening, typically, 
is the effort to understand where the speaker is coming from when experiencing a personal difficulty. 
Generous listening takes the next step. When agreement/disagreement is beside the point, when the character 
of your openness invites into the open what is true in the speaker’s heart, that’s generous listening. It is a 
great gift and an even greater privilege. It will unseal what is true in your own heart as well. You will learn to 
listen to that, too.  

Pastor Dan said recently, “In the two years I served as Pastor of Tice Valley United Methodist Church 
nothing moved me more than the longing of Rossmoor residents to be heard. What’s at stake, I realized, is 
the measure of one’s life, the need, as the horizon nears, to be understood and appreciated so as to understand 
and appreciate the wake one’s life has left. Private reflection won’t do it. You need others willing to listen, 
and to listen in a way that doesn’t come naturally. Not at first anyway.” 

You will learn to “listen” others generously “into speech”. You will learn to get out of the way of your 
own response. You will find that the deepest truths your life has to offer rise out of “a circle of trust “in 
which you trust in the same measure as you are trustworthy. The Interfaith Council hopes many of you will 
join us for this informative and valuable workshop. 

mailto:ruth_ahearn@comcast.net
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In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.  

Join friends for Fellowship time after church.  
 

Livestream worship link is at www.gracewc.org - Sunday at 10:00 am  
 

Zoom, video or telephone option, is also available.  
Contact the office to get on the email list. 

 

Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.gracewc.org.  
 

Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone. Dial 925-236-2487    
 

 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
 

COMPLETE CALENDAR OF CHURCH EVENTS IS INSIDE 
 

 

Deacons — Tuesday, October 5 at 1:30 pm in the Library 
 

Bible Study in-person the Library or on Zoom — Every Wednesday at 10 am.  
 

Women’s Circle Meeting in the Library — October 11 at 10 am.  
 

The Book Club — Third Sundays at 11:30 am in the Library. 
 


