
Dear Grace Church Family and Friends, 
 

 As we move into the month of May, I want to 
share some thoughts on this season after Easter, which 
is called Eastertide. These Sundays before Pentecost 
Sunday (which this year is on June 5) give us time and 
space to envision and absorb the implications of the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 We’re reminded again that Jesus did not come  
to establish a cult of personality or a following that 
depended on his presence. Instead, he came to launch a community of people 
who witness to and proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God. It’s 
within the context of this community (what we now call ‘the Church’) that this 
‘upside-down” kingdom can begin to be comprehended. It is through this 
community that people are formed and transformed into the likeness of Christ. 
 The formal, theological word for this is ecclesiology (from the Greek 
ekklesia, which means “the called-out ones” and “the visible assembly”). The 
church is the visible, intentional community whose main function is to 
‘practice resurrection’ by calling people to a larger identity and purpose. 
“Once you were not a people,” we read in 1 Peter 2:10, “but now you are 
God’s people.” 
 So, what does this post-Easter ecclesiology mean for us? It offers 
creative ways to think about our life together. Three metaphors for the church 
rooted in Scripture are: 1) People of God, 2) Body of Christ, and 3) Temple of 
the Spirit. Each correlates to one of three persons of the Trinity, emphasizing 
the communal nature of God. 
 The church as the people of God connects us to our Jewish heritage and 
to the Exodus, where the Hebrew people are called and set apart as God’s 
chosen. Just as Israel was “blessed to be a blessing to all people,” so too is the 
Church called to be a blessing to others. Practicing resurrection means service 
to God and to the world God loves. 
 The image of the body of Christ is powerfully articulated by the apostle 
Paul. The Church as a body is a living organism, connected both to the living 
Christ and to one another. Just as the parts of the body need one another, so 
individuals who make up the Church are also interdependent. Practicing 
resurrection means that our identity is greater than any one person or group. 
Together we are the body of Christ. 
 The early church we find in Acts is a powerful example of the temple of 
the Spirit. After Pentecost, the disciples come out of hiding and boldly 
proclaim the gospel, performing “signs and wonders” for all to see. The 
church holds all things in common and no one is needy or neglected—a 
compelling witness to the Spirit of Christ. Practicing resurrection means being 
a community of disciples. 
 As we move forward together at Grace Church, my hope and prayer is 
that we continue to be a lively witness to the good news to God’s world. 
 

  Easter blessings, 
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Office Hours 

 

Tuesday-Friday  
9:30—3:00  

The office is closed  
on Monday and Saturday 

 
 
 

Phone: 925-935-2100 
 

Sr. Pastor Mark:  
925-433-5459 or 

revmrb@gmail.com   
 

Office Manager Judy: 
925-433-5454 

 

 

 
 

Submit articles by  

  

for the next issue of GITW.  

MAY SUNDAY WORSHIP 

• May 1 – Easter 3: 
John 21:1-19 

• May 8 – Easter 4:  
John 10:11-16, 22-30 

• May 15 – Easter 5:  
Revelation 21:1-6 

• May 22 – Easter 6:  
Acts 16:9-15 

•  May 29 – Easter 7:  
Acts 16:16-34 
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Visitors 
Visitors who want to learn more 

about Grace or seek membership, are 

invited to let Mark know of your 

interest. He will answer your 

questions about being a Presbyterian 

and/or a member of Grace Church.  

        —Discipleship Department 

Grace Cooperative Preschool to 
Celebrate 50th Anniversary 

and Honor former  
Director, Marlene Hall 

Sunday, May 1 2022 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

 Visit the classrooms and play- ground. 
Hear about exciting new plans for the school. 

 Check out the photo displays, connect with friends and see how 
things have changed through the years. 

 Enjoy a delicious (no-host/cash only) Mexican food lunch at the 
La Roca Food Truck (on site). 

 The Highlight: 1:00 PM Pollinator Garden Dedication in 
recognition of Marlene Hall’s 30 years of service to the school. 

Please consider a gift to the Preschool to celebrate their  
milestone anniversary and contribute to their fund-raiser. 

Checks can be made to Grace Cooperative Preschool  
and dropped in the collection plate or mailed to  

2100 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek, CA 94595.  

May Bir thdays   

Memorial Day Picnic and Program 
Monday, May 30, 2022 

Picnic 12:00-12:45 pm; Program 1:00—2:00 pm 
 

Please plan on joining the Grace family on 
Monday, May 30, for a traditional picnic and 
remembrance. Although we are not advertising to 
the greater community, Grace members and 
friends are invited to bring friends or family. 

A picnic lunch will be served on the Oak Room 
deck from noon to 12:45 – hot dogs, potato salad, 
water melon – the works. There will be 
comfortable and plentiful seating in the Oak Room. 

Next, we’ll remember those to whom we owe 
so much with a special program in the sanctuary from 1 – 2 o’clock. 
The program will include music and singing, readings and poetry. 
May 30 is the exact date that Memorial Day is to be officially 
remembered, by an act of Congress in 1971, making this year extra 
special. We are excited to bring this event back after a number of years 
hiatus. Please be with us to share this meaningful day in our country.    

Please rsvp to the church office so we have a count for the 
food. You may call (925-935-2100 - leave a message if there is not 
an answer) or email (gracepreschurchwc@gmail.com). 
 

– Session and Deacon Planning Committee 

Phyllis Carman 5/5 

Glenn Watkins 5/7 

Paul Luscher 5/8 

Rita Dorst 5/9 

Gessica Johnston 5/11 

Lavenia Black 5/13 

Sonja Luscher 5/14 

Marjie Tweedie 5/16 

Sara Allen 5/19 

Roger Reaber 5/23 

Mary Munsell 5/25 

Welcome to our 
New Music/ 

Choir Director,  
Jumi Kim 

 

The Session and 
Personnel Committee 
are excited to announce Jumi Kim 
as our new Music and Choir 
Director. Jumi was born in South 
Korea and graduated from the 
prestigious Ewha Women's 
University in Seoul, where she 
majored in Music and Voice.  
She came to the US to study at 
Indiana University and Ball State 
University, where she received 
advanced degrees in Voice. Jumi 
has extensive experience as a church 
Choir Director and voice teacher. 
Please welcome Jumi and her 
husband, Steve Weydert, to the 
Grace Church family! 

Mission Giving Update 
 

The total collected for the recent One 
Great Hour of Sharing campaign was $5530. 
This amount included $2680, which was 
designated specifically for Ukraine War relief. 

Thank you Grace members and friends! 

https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4120
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/4908
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3795
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5094
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/6941
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3729
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5252
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3851
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5110
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/3836
https://gracewc.simplechurchcrm.com/members/view/5007
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Book Club News 
 

The Book Club at Grace Church 
is nine months old. We began when 
Pastor Mark quoted from a book 
written by Thomas Wolfe. We 
progressed from this challenging 
author's writing to last month's "In 
Defense of Kindness" written by 
Rev Bruce Reyes Chow. The club is 
comprised of people who enjoy 
reading. Their preferences cover a variety of topics.   

May brings us a story written by Catherine 
Coulter, The Final Cut (A Brit in the FBI).  This 
book is the first in a new series by Coulter. The hero 
is Nicholas Drummond, an American raised in the 
UK. The teaser... Scotland Yard’s new chief 
inspector Nicholas Drummond is on the first flight 
to New York when he learns his colleague, Elaine 
York, the "minder" of the Crown Jewels for the 
"Jewel of the Lion" exhibit at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, was found murdered..... 

Would you like to join us on Sunday May 29, at 
11:30 am to share your thoughts on this new series 
by Catherine Coulter?  Or maybe you would like to 
hear how the story ends?                     - Geri Rentz 

The Next Women's Circle Meeting is  
Tuesday, May 10 at 10 am in the Library.    

 

The current Bible Study for the Presbyterian 
Women of Grace Church is entering its final months. 
In May we begin a two part story about Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and her faith journey to fulfill the 
role with which God has graced her. Please consider 
joining the study group for this lesson. "What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me"  Matthew's Genealogy 
of Jesus. Lesson 7 - MARY: The biblical account of 
Mary tells of a young girl, in danger of complete 
disgrace, who has the courage to say “Yes!” to God. 
Mary’s experience of motherhood includes a 
bewildering birth, a risky escape as a refugee and a 
message from prophets that warns of the death of her 
son. She meets these difficulties with thoughtfulness 
and steadfastness. Scripture:  Matthew 1:18 – 2:23. 

If you are new to Grace or have never been to a 
Circle Meeting, please join us in the Library or via 
the ZOOM link we publish before the meeting. 
Contact Geri Rentz if you want to be on the list for a 
Zoom link invitation. 

- Geri Rentz and Jan Zimmerman 

CCIC UPDATE 
CCIC (Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition) is 

moving ahead with programs of cooperation with 
Contra Costa County Social Services to help those in 
need of food and furnishings in our neighborhoods.  

Recently, food gift cards from Grace Deacons 
have been distributed and food boxes furnished for this 
program. Members of Grace, you make this happen -
thank you! 

- Sharon Lyons, Grace CCIC Representative 

 Food Bank  

 

Please remember to bring food for the Food barrel 
which is located inside the Narthex. Donations of food 
support the Food Box Project (Grace Representative, 
Sharon Lyons). Your donations to the barrel are very 
important to the completion of the food boxes as well 
as providing food to the Food Bank.  

Although some wages have risen, with the current 
rate of inflation, meteoric rise in gas prices, and cost of 
living increases, many families and individuals simply 
have not kept up. There is great need for support for 
those on the edge.  

Recently, Grace donated $1500 to the Food Bank 
in addition to a full barrel that was picked up at the 
beginning of April. Let’s fill the barrel again!  

By the way, through the end of May they will 
match any cash donation you send. Mail a check -
payable to Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano 
to 4000 Nelson Ave, Concord, CA 94520. Note 
“2 Million Meal Challenge” on the memo line of 
your check. Thank you for your generosity. 

- Mary Munsell, Deacon 

Campus News from the Business Team 
 

It seems there is always 
something to repair on campus. 
Our buildings are 40 to 60+ years 
old and maintaining the campus is 
like maintaining a house tenfold.  

In early April we noticed the 
carpet was wet behind the Fireside 
Room kitchen. It was later 
discovered that a water heater 
located in a hidden closet behind 
the kitchen was leaking. Unfortunately, the water had 
seeped through the walls and baseboard moldings and 
into the ladies room. Our insurance got involved and 
we had a company come and pull out the cabinets and 
set up heaters and fans to dry everything out. The 
water heater was replaced and everything returned to 
original condition and is ready to use again. 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Dorothy Wanamaker 
March 28, 1927 - April 15, 2022 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
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WELCOME STATEMENT 

Oakland 51 -874-8742 

 

In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.  
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.  

 

Livestream worship link is available at www.gracewc.org - Sundays at 10:00 am  
 

Zoom, video or telephone option, is also available.  
Contact the office to get on the email list. 

 

Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.gracewc.org.  
 

Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone.  
Dial 925-236-2487    

 
 

Bible Study on Zoom — Every Wednesday at 10 am.  
 

 

Women’s Circle Meeting — Second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Library.  
Join other women for Fellowship and Bible Study. Study guides are available.  

 
 

The Book Club — Third Sunday at 11:30 am in the Library.  
 

Mon. May 30 Memorial Day Picnic and Program 
Noon to 2:00 pm, details inside the newsletter. 

Please rsvp to the office. 


