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Dear Grace Church Family and Friends,
This month we conclude the season of Lent, the
forty days of self-examination and spiritual disciple that
help prepare us for the good news of the resurrection of
Christ. In the spirit of the season, I want to share the list
below which comes from a posting by the Rev. Jan Edmiston, who is the
General Presbyter of the Presbytery of Charlotte in North Carolina and a former
co-moderator of the PCUSA’s General Assembly.
The list is based on a “TED Talk” by the author Anne Lamott called 12
Things I Know for Sure. Jan Edmiston introduces her list by writing, “Because
people seem to be very anxious these days, here are a few things I know for
sure. I hope it helps.”
The original list of 12 things has been condensed down to nine. Please
take a look and ponder how they might resonate with you.
•

God always wins. It might not be apparent in this life, but eventually God
will win. (I don’t want to give away the end of the story but #Easter.)

•

Loving mean people is really hard, but it makes you feel better in the
long run. Hateful human beings don’t know what it feels like to be loved.
We get to show them if we can possibly do it. And maybe if I can’t do it
today, you can. And I can try again tomorrow.

•

Terrible things happen.

•

God uses terrible things. (Note: God does not make those terrible things
happen. God doesn’t pull triggers or mutate cells or sharply turn steering
wheels. But God sends help when those things happen.)

•

Sometimes we get to be those helpers. And it will change our lives for
good.

•

We cannot fix people. We can love them. We can listen to them. But we
cannot make them stop drinking, quit drugs, exercise, clean the house,
lose weight, or stop being selfish. They (with the help of their Maker)
need to do it. We can cheer them on and that helps a little bit.

•

Dogs are miracle animals. I know there are cat people out there, but I
have two words for you: Service Cats. (I don’t think so.)

•

Each of us needs a friend who will say, “Everything’s going to be
okay” at just the right time.

•

Boredom is a sin.

In this newsletter is the worship schedule for Holy Week, so I hope you
will plan to join us for Maundy Thursday worship and on Easter Sunday (inperson or virtually). The darkness of Holy Week points us toward the heart of
our Christian faith—God does indeed always win!
Easter blessings,
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Tuesday-Friday 9:30—3
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Preschool Director: Joy Martin

PALM SUNDAY, April 10
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 14, Worship at 7:00 pm
GOOD FRIDAY
no activities at Grace.
Community options are available.
EASTER SUNDAY
Worship at 10 am, bring flowers
for the living cross

APRIL SUNDAY WORSHIP
• April 3 – Lent 5/Ukulele Band
• April 10 – Palm/Passion Sunday:
Luke 19:28-40
• April 17 – Easter Sunday:
Luke 24:1-12
• April

24 – Easter 2:
John 20:19-31
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April Birthdays
Katherine Stidwell

04/03

Barbara Rainis

04/04

Betsy Williams

04/07

Norma Fellner

04/14

Maryanne Sanchez

04/19

Marilyn Squire

04/20

Kathie Paul

04/24

Sharon Lyons

04/25

Patricia Hansen

04/28

Visitors

Visitors who want to learn more
about Grace or seek membership, are
invited to let Mark know of your
interest. He will answer your
questions about being a Presbyterian
and/or a member of Grace Church.
—Discipleship Department

Book Club News
Mark you calendar for our next
meeting on Sunday, May 1, 2022.
Yes! Our April meeting is May 1.
Easter this year is April 17th and we
do celebrate.
The book to read is "In Defense
of Kindness: Why It Matters, How
It Changes Our Lives, and How It
Can Save the World" by Bruce
Reyes-Chow. (Published in 2021 –
144 pgs).
When did kindness become a
sign of weakness? What if kindness
actually has the power to change the
world? Reyes-Chow explores the
many ways in which kindness can
bring about healing, wholeness, and
hope in ourselves and the world.
Bruce Reyes-Chow is a pastor,
author, consultant, and coach.
Read for May - The Final Cut
(A Brit in the FBI Series #1) by
Catherine Coulter - featuring a new
hero: American-born, UK-raised
Nicholas Drummond. Published in
2014 – 544 pgs.

Grace Preschool Celebrates 50 years
With Garden Dedication and
Fund-Raising Campaign
The preschool was formed in the fall
of 1971when a group of church women
decided that a cooperative preschool would
benefit families of the budding Walnut
Creek Community of the Tice Valley.
Charie Reid was the first director of the school,
followed by Marlene Hall who recently retired.
Since then we have broadened our school
community to include families from Walnut Creek,
surrounding cities and beyond. Grace has been
privileged to serve generations of families. It is
particularly delightful when former students return
as co-oping parents.
Like many organizations, the pandemic has
Marlene Hall
greatly impacted our program. We have transitioned
from virtual preschool to outside-only preschool to our current model
of “regular school” but with Covid precautions. Even with the
gracious support of Grace Presbyterian Church, we are still
recovering financially.
We are delighted to invite you to attend our anniversary
celebration and kindly ask that you consider contributing to our
fundraising drive to ensure our sustainability for the next 50
years. You may donate by making a check out to Grace Co-operative
Preschool and drop it in the plate or give to the church office.

Please join us Sunday, May 1, 2022, 11:00-2:00 pm at Grace
Cooperative Preschool for a 50th Anniversary Celebration

* visit the classrooms and playground to see what has
changed- and what hasn’t!
* reconnect with old friends and check out our
“through the years” photo displays.
* La Roca Mexican food truck on site (cash only).
* 1:00 pm dedication of a pollinator garden recognizing former
Director Marlene Hall’s 30 years of service to Grace
Cooperative Preschool.
RSVP- to gracecooperativeboard@gmail.com or call/text Joy
Martin at 925-421-0150 by April 17.

Holocaust Remembrance Day is April 28

The remembrance recognizes the Holocaust, a systematic and
state-planned program which led to the murder of six million Jews
and thousands of other minority groups in Europe. This program of
mass killing was run by the German Nazis during the Second World
War. This observance seeks to remember and honor the victims. The
theme for Holocaust Remembrance Day in 2022 is Memory, Dignity
and Justice.

Mission News
Grace Church recently made a donation of $3,230 to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Of those funds, $2,530 was
designated for the benefit of Ukraine. Thank you for your generosity.

Grace News
The next Presbyterian Women's Circle
Meeting in April is Tuesday, April 12. Join us

in the Grace Library at 10 am. Our 2021/2022 Bible
Study speaks of how the women in Jesus’s life were
important to God's plan for the future of Christians.
We continue our study of What My Grandmothers
Taught Me, Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus.
Lesson 6: Bathsheba: Bathsheba is not named in
Matthew’s genealogy. Instead, she’s identified as the
“wife of Uriah”. She is defined by her relationship to a
man. At first it appears that she is silent and powerless,
but when she steps onto the stage in 1Kings she finds
her voice and exhibits an ability to influence kings.
Bathsheba’s story illustrates the corrupting influence
of power as well as the support she, as a queen, can
provide for her son’s reign. Scripture: 2 Samuel 11–
12; Kings 1:11–31; 1 Kings 2:13–25
If you are new to Grace or have never been to a Circle
Meeting, please join us in the Library or via the
ZOOM link we publish before the meeting.
—Geri Rentz and Jan Zimmerman

Micro Home Project Update
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Concert Celebration
Held on Saturday, March 19
A wonderful tribute was held
honoring church member Jay
(Junk-Kook) Kim. The event was
organized by his wife, Julie Kim, to commemorate
Jay’s 90th birthday and to celebrate a lifetime
achievement as Jay is nearing completion of his
fascinating memoir. Jay’s life story began with his
birth in North Korea in 1932, during the time of the
Japanese occupation and subsequent Communist
takeover of North Korea. The child of a Presbyterian
pastor and church leader, Jay and his family suffered
under both the regimes. Jay was forced to flee the
north, alone, when just 15 years of age. For the rest of
the story we will have to
wait for the memoir,
which is due to be
published in the coming
months. The concert
was attended by over
100 people, some of
whom came from a
great distance. The program was full of gorgeous
music by Karen Hastings-Flegel, organist, Kwang Ho
Seo, concert pianist, Rev. Sun Bai Kim, baritone
soloist, Hayin Kimner, flutist, and Julie Kim, pianist.
A highlight was a number by the ‘family band’ which
included the Kims’ talented five year old grandson,
Quincy Kimner, on the drums. A reception was
enjoyed by guests after the concert. Thanks to Susan
Blair, Sharon Lyons and Fran Whipple for hosting the
reception. The concert may be viewed on the church
website on the ‘Worship Services’ page.

Un-sung Heroes
The “Hope Village” Micro Homes project
planned for the church parking lot continues to move
forward. Here are a few updates:
Our partner, Firm Foundations Community
Housing (https://www.ffchousing.org), is updating
the site plan following a pre-review from the City of
Walnut Creek.
The project architectural firm, Shelterwerk,
located in Oakland, CA, visited the site to discuss
moving and upgrading the fencing surrounding the
sport court, and upgrades to entrance to Grace Cooperative Preschool.
Our The Micro Homes team (Liz Bradner,
Freddie Delamain, Dave Fellner, Marlene Hall, Linda
Neyer and Reta Wilcox) has started looking into
details of the terms of a lease agreement with Hope
Solutions, who will screen and manage the residents
of the village.

Sometimes there are people who
just make things easier and more
pleasant. Do you ever wonder who
tends to the burned out lights, and
little fix-it jobs that come up with
every home or office building? With
our aged buildings these things come up often.
Here at Grace one of those individuals is Don
Lyons. He is ever at the ready to change a lightbulb,
fix a toilet, mount a plaque in the memorial garden
or repair a light fixture. Don supports our hardworking Business Team by fixing many little things
that occur on our campus. Also supporting our
current Business Team leaders are Earnie
Cunningham (Electronics master) and Bill Keeley
(Jack of all trades). When you see them, be sure to
say “thank you.”
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In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.
Livestream worship link is available at www.gracewc.org - Sundays at 10:00 am
Zoom, video or telephone option is also available.
Contact the office to get on the email list.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.gracewc.org.
Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone.
Dial 925-236-2487

Bible Study on Zoom — Every Wednesday at 10 am.
Women’s Circle Meeting — Second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Library.
Join other women for Fellowship and Bible Study. Study guides are available.
The Book Club — Third Sunday at 11:30 am in the Library.

Holy Week at Grace
Palm Sunday, April 10
Maundy Thursday, April 14, worship at 7:00 pm
Good Friday, no activities at Grace
Easter Sunday—Worship at 10 am, bring flowers for the living cross
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