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Dear Grace Church Family and Friends,

Growing up as a Catholic, Lent
was important. The memories of fried fish
from the Fridays of Lent still remain with
me decades later. (It was not until years
later that I discover that since fish is coldblooded, it is not considered animal meat,
and is therefore acceptable to consume on
Fridays or other fasting days during Lent!)
I also remember the discussions
about what we were going to “give up” during Lent in order to make more
space for God. Along with fasting from sweets and chocolate, gossip and
swearing were also big. Funny how some things haven’t changed!
As the season of Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, March 2,
I’ve been thinking about what we might, both individually and collectively, fast
from in our work in order to make more space for God. Are there burdens and
distractions in your life that need to be left behind? I invite all of us to consider
how the season of Lent can be a cue to ready ourselves for God.
Also, a Lent Devotional from Presbyterians Today based on
Matthew 25 can be found on the church’s website. A printed copy will be
available each week at the church office if needed. If you need more
information, please contact the church office
I would also like to share some updates about some important matters:
* Karen’s retirement
Sunday, February 6 was the last worship service with us for our beloved
Associate Pastor, the Rev Dr. Karen Hastings-Flegel as she retires due to
medical issues. While we will miss Karen deeply, we are very thankful for her
ministry at Grace. The good news is that Karen and Bob will still be in the
area, and we hope to see them both often. Look for news soon about an official
“goodbye” gathering for Karen.
* COVID and Masking
This past month the Session updated our masking policy as the COVID
infection and hospitalization rates declined in Contra Costa County. Those who
are fully vaccinated now have the option of not wearing a mask and we have
resumed in-person meetings at the church. While masking is not required,
please be aware of those who do yet feel comfortable without a mask and
support everyone’s individual decision.
* Micro Home Project
The “Hope Village” Micro Homes project planned for the church
parking lot continues to make progress. Our partner, Firm Foundations
Community Housing, submitted a preview request to the City of Walnut Creek
and received very favorable responses. We held a public informational meeting
on February 16 at the Event Center in Rossmoor that was warmly received.
The Micro Homes team has been in conversation with our Grace Co-op
Preschool about improvements and upgrades to the fencing and entrance to
the preschool.
Grace and peace,
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MARCH SUNDAY WORSHIP
• Mar 6 – Luke 4:1-13
• Mar 13 – Rev. Denia
Segrest preaching
• Mar 20 – Luke 13:1-9
• Mar 27 – Luke 15:1-3,
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March Birthdays
Dave Fellner
Angela Borchardt
Louise Milford
Jay Kim
Earnie Cunningham
Marlene Hall
Faye Hutchings
Diana Barkley
Jane Hinds
Dorothy Wanamaker

03/02
03/12
03/12
03/13
03/18
03/20
03/26
03/27
03/28
03/28

Visitors

Join Pastor Mark for a
Membership Exploration meeting
on Sun., March 6 at 11:30. Visitors
who want to learn more about Grace
or seek membership, are invited to
let Mark know of your interest. He
will answer your questions about
being a Presbyterian and/or a
member of Grace Church.
—Discipleship Department

Flower Donations
March 2 is Ash
Wednesday and the
beginning of Lent.
We won’t have flower
arrangements until
after Easter Sunday, April 17. There
are many dates available after Easter.
Please contact the office to get on the
schedule.
The cost for these gorgeous
arrangements is $80. You can take
your arrangement home after church
if you wish. Just remember to please
return the container.

Grace Needlers continue to knit

in their homes on projects for
Operation Gratitude. If you knit
and would like to join in the effort,
please contact Marsha Stark. If you
have yarn donations, they are
always welcome.

In-person Meetings at Grace Church
The latest guidelines suggest wearing a mask but it
is no longer mandatory. In-person meetings are allowed
again. Contact your group leaders for information about
in-person meetings.

Book Club News
The first in-person meeting in months was held on Sunday,
February 20 and those attending shared their thoughts on Alexander
McCall Smith’s series “The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency”. The
next Meeting is Sunday, March 20, 2022 in the Library.
Half the meeting was dedicated to selecting what to read during
the next three months. We selected fiction and non-fiction titles that
were readily available. For more information, contact Geri Rentz,
Group Leader
MARCH - Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our
Nation by Cokie Roberts: Roberts introduces us to women who
fought the Revolution. Roberts draws from personal correspondence,
private journals, and even favored recipes. Abigail Adams, Mercy
Otis Warren, Deborah Read Franklin, Eliza Pinckney, Catherine
Littlefield Green, Esther DeBerdt Reed and Martha Washington are
recognized for their contributions to our history. Without our
exemplary women, the new country might have never survived.
Published in 2005 – 384 pages.

A Concert Celebration for Jay Kim
Julie and the Kim family cordially invite
all of their Grace Church Family
to a musical celebration.
Saturday, March 19th at 2:00 pm
Grace Sanctuary
Light refreshments to follow in the Fireside Rm.
All are welcome to come and celebrate Jay and his upcoming birthday
and soon-to-be-completed personal memoir. Congratulations to Jay.
The family hopes to see many of you at the concert. No RSVP.

Hope Village Meeting Held on February 16
Mark and representatives from Hope Solutions held an informative
meeting for about 50 Rossmoor residents. Some frequently asked
questions about the village are:
How will the project be funded? —Hope Solutions is launching a
capital campaign to raise funds to build, own, and operate the micro
homes.
Who will live there? How are residents selected? —Our target
population is six low-income adults. Background checks will be
completed for every prospective tenant. Careful consideration will be
give around each individual selected for housing at the micro homes.
How and who will maintain the community? —Hope Solutions will
provide professional property management for the community.
How much will it cost per unit? —Estimates are $180K—$220K
including permits & infrastructure.
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Ecology Corner

There are signs all
around us that spring is
around the corner, just a
short distance away.
Some plum and cherry
trees are starting to break
into bloom and this week I
also saw a beautiful
magnolia tree in full
blossom. God in his or her
infinite wisdom knew that
we humans were going to need beauty in order to
survive, stated Eco Theologian Thomas Berry in one
of his writings. Yes, we as humans need the beauty of
flora and fauna around us in order to nurture our
psyches and spirits. Have you ever thought about
what the world would be like without beautiful
flowers? Evolutionarily speaking, if we had been
around millions of years ago, our planet would have
been a very depressing place, full of dull colors and
with cold-blooded creatures roaming around
everywhere. When the Cretaceous period arrived in
the evolutionary story, flowers made their appearance
on the world scene. They covered the world in all
directions and burst forth with dazzling displays of
beauty. According to the writer Maria Popova,
without flowers, there would be no us -- animals ate
the fruit of the flowers containing sugar which
created new energy and proteins that later gave birth
to warm-blooded mammals. In essence, we would not
be here today if not for flowers! In the following
poem, Emily Dickinson writes about how being a
flower is a tremendous responsibility.
Bloom
Bloom – is Result – to meet a Flower
And casually glance
Would cause one scarcely to suspect
The minor Circumstance
Assisting in the Bright Affair
So intricately done
Then offered as a Butterfly
To the Meridian—
To pack the Bud – oppose the Worm –
Obtain its right of Dew –
Adjust the Heat – elude the Wind –
Escape the prowling Bee
Great Nature not to disappoint
Awaiting Her that Day –
To be a Flower, is profound
Responsibility -By Pat Devine-Cummings

from: Maria Popova, “Bloom: The Evolution of Life on
Earth and the Birth of Ecology”. February 13, 2022

Earth Care Team News
Grace Church is certified as
an Earth Care Congregation again
this year.
During this past year, the
Grace Earth Care Team has met
monthly to discuss concerns for
our planet and to strategize ways
to better care for the earth. We
have:
• increased the recycling of trash throughout our
property by obtaining additional recycling and
compost containers.
• written articles in our church newsletter regarding
ways to reduce the use of plastic
• Educated worshipers
It is very important to me to
about the Land
remember my heritage and the
Acknowledgement
importance of understanding
Movement and
and nurturing diversity.
acknowledged the
We can all learn from each
Saclan tribal lands
other regardless of where we
we inhabit today.
live or the color of our skin.
• provided guidance
Studying various groups of
and worship
people broadens our
resources for special perspectives and gives us
services regarding
more understanding of their
earth care.
culture and satisfies our
curiosity of how different
• Celebrated the World
Day of Prayer for the cultures live and survive.
—Victoria Lucido
Care of Creation last
September with a
special display in the courtyard.
• provided information to congregation members on
ways to contact local government and businesses
to impact the use of resources and reduce
environmental impact.
• shared resources on environmental issues including
books, videos, webinars, and other media.
• made significant repairs and improvements to our
sprinkler system during the past year that resulted
in reduced water usage for grounds upkeep. Thank
you Buildings and Grounds Team.
Keep up the good work Grace members and
friends.
Submitted by Meg Keeley

Mission News
Thank you to all who dropped
cash and checks into the soup pots
on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday
on February 13th. We collected
$417.05 to benefit the Food Boxes.
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In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Join friends for Fellowship time after church.
Livestream worship link is available at www.gracewc.org - Sundays at 10:00 am
Zoom, video or telephone option is also available.
Contact the office to get on the email list.
Watch recordings of worship services anytime at www.gracewc.org.
Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone.
Dial 925-236-2487
ASH WEDNESDAY Worship is March 2, 2022 at 4:00 pm.

MEMBERSHIP EXPLORATION Meeting with Rev. Mark Burnham.

Sunday, March 6 at 11:30 am in the sanctuary.

Remember, Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday,
March 13. We will spring forward one hour. Please set
your clocks before retiring on Saturday, March 12th.
Bible Study on Zoom — Every Wednesday at 10 am.
Women’s Circle Meeting — Second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Library.
Join other women for Fellowship and Bible Study. Study guides are available.
Earth Care Team — Meets 11:30 am on second Sundays.
The Book Club — Third Sunday at 11:30 am in the Library.

