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Dear Grace Church Family,
JANUARY SUNDAY WORSHIP
Welcome to 2022! The turbulence of
• January 9 – Luke 3:15-21
2021 and the ongoing impact of COVID
• January 16 – 1 Cor. 12:1-11
continue to impact all of us. In response to
the recent surge in the highly-contagious
• January 23 – Luke 4:14-30
Omicron variant, the Session approved new • January 30 – Jeremiah 1:1-10
guidelines to help safeguard both members
& 1 Cor. 13:1-13
and visitors:
1. Speakers and singers must wear masks at all times during the Sunday
worship. This includes the preacher, liturgists, and soloists.
2. In-person meetings and gatherings in smaller rooms (e.g. the Fireside
Room and the Library) are postponed through the end of January.
As we move into the new year, I want to express my deep gratitude for the
resilience and faith this congregation has demonstrated. The attendance at
Sunday worship (both in-person and online) has been growing, the Pledge
Drive and Mission Giving were incredibly generous, and we have welcomed
wonderful new members into the flock. Thank you for your support and love
and we move together in faith into 2022. The prayer below expresses my
hopes for this year:
The hope and promise of the new year
Emerges from the tatters of the old.
Hold onto the beauty of each moment
As long as you can,
For it too will pass
Into the place where lost thoughts,
Lost words and lost experiences find their rest.
Savor each moment with delight
For it bears the wonder of God,
In its hand.
Hold it lightly.
Tight grasping
Will not delay the inevitable
Passing away.
It will only push the moment’s beauty out of shape.
There is hope in every sunrise all across the world.
Let it unveil the beauty even in the midst of pain.
Let it nourish and guide us.
And lead us to the One
Whose love and beauty fills our world.
by Christine Sine (December 2021)
Grace and peace,

January 2022

Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday 9:30—3
Sat. – Mon. by appointment
Please Note:
For the month of January and
until further notice all small
group in-person church meetings
have be cancelled.
Some meetings may be held by
Zoom. Contact your group leader
for more information.

Phone: 925-935-2100
Sr. Pastor Mark:
925-433-5459 or
revmrb@gmail.com
Assoc. Pastor Karen:
925-433-5458 or
korgan81@yahoo.com
Office Manager Judy:
925-433-5454
Pastor Emerita: Charie Reid
Treasurer: Linda Neyer
Asst. Treasurer: Geri Rentz
Financial Scty: Faye Hutchings
Headshot Photos: Carol King
Preschool Director: Joy Martin
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January Birthdays
Tim Blaney
Lorna Barber

01/05
01/06

Betty Bell

01/07

Karen Hastings-Flegel 01/10
Patricia Smayda

01/16

Doris Gerber

01/18

Robert Flegel

01/20

Jeremy Flegel

01/24

Carol Parker

01/26

Visitors

Visitors who want to learn more
about Grace or seek membership, are
invited to let one of the pastors know
of your interest. We’ll set up a
meeting to answer your questions
about being a Presbyterian and/or a
member of Grace Church.
—Discipleship Department

PW Circles and Men’s Club

will not meet in January due to
increases in Covid cases.
We hope this surge passes soon
and that we will be able to meet next
month. Updates about meetings will
be published as soon as they are
available.

Flower Donations for 2022

Please contact the church office to
get your preferred date in 2022.
The cost for these gorgeous
arrangements is $80. The church
continues to subsidize the cost of
flowers to make it easier for our
members and friends to donate. You
can take your arrangement home after
church if you wish. Just remember to
please return the container.

In Memory
Betty Maynard
1928—2021
——————

John Larsen
1935—2021

Contra Costa Interfaith
Coalition Moving Ahead

Please continue to bring
food for the barrel which is
located inside the Narthex.
Sharon is able to “glean”
from the barrel to complete
the food boxes for which she
is responsible. Your
donations to the barrel are
very important to the
completion of the food boxes
as well as providing food to
the Food Bank of Contra
Costa and solano.

Although not meeting officially in
the last year and a half, CCIC’s work
has continued to serve the surrounding
community. Grace’s part in this has
continued to be preparing food boxes
for distribution by the county social
workers aiding families in need. Also,
Grace Church supports the Fourth
Week Food Program with $100 food
cards furnished by Grace Deacons for
families finding themselves briefly in
need due to illness or unemployment.
Furniture donations can be arranged through Carolyn Seger of
Hope Solutions (925-890-6714). Pandemic or no, people’s needs are
still great and it is positive to start the new year by reporting Grace is
still actively carrying our God’s mission in the world and Contra
Costa County.
—Sharon Lyons, Grace CCIC Representative

Fellowship News

Fellowship time has been put on hold through
the end of January. This time of togetherness
continues to be a popular gathering after Sunday
Service and we will open up again as soon as
possible. Huge thanks to the volunteers who
furnish the goodies we enjoy together. Just as
importantly, we can thank those who clean up
after us! They are unsung heroes – THANK YOU.
Although the beginning of 2022 is uncertain due to the increase in
Covid cases, it is the intention of the Fellowship Team to establish an
assignment list of two volunteers per week to furnish baked goods;
this amounts to contributing about every other month, based on the
volunteers we now have listed. OF COURSE, additional volunteers
are ALWAYS welcome! Again, thank you volunteers for all your
support last year.

Book Club—Meeting postponed
The January 16 meeting has been
postponed until further notice. At the next Book
Club meeting we will discuss Alexander McCall’s
No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series, featuring
Precious Ramotswe and set in Gaborone, Botswana.
The first novel was published in 1998. By 2009, the
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series had sold
more than 20 million copies in English editions.
There are 21 novels in this series. McCall Smith
adds a new twist to the mystery genre. All are
welcome to participate in the Book Club. Please stay tuned for
information about the next meeting.
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Micro Homes Update
1. The preliminary site plan has been
completed by the engineering firm.
There are no issues with utilities, sewers,
and drainage.
2. The ADA required walkway could not be
located on the East end of the parking lot
next to Tice Oaks Apts. So, the plan is to
relocate the fence on the sports court by
one foot and install a new fence. This
gives the church an opportunity to work
together with the Preschool in choosing a
new fence and possibly making some
other upgrades.
3. Firm Foundations plans to submit a Special Use Permit to the City Planning Department by early
December.
4. A community meeting was held on December 8th in the church Oak Room to share the latest updates and
listen to any questions or comments.
5. The Presbytery has a new part time staff person to handle finance and property issues with whom Rev.
Burnham has be in contact about the project.

Advent Program and Award Winners Recap
On Saturday, December 4, Grace members, friends and guests were treated to an
Advent Program. This was the church’s first in-person program since the beginning of the
pandemic. The Northgate High School Madrigals entertained with traditional holiday carols
and songs. They have performed here many times and never fail to delight the audience.
Two outstanding Presbyterian Women were honored with the Honorary Lifetime
Membership Award. Thank you and congratulations to both honorees for their many, many
gifts to Grace Presbyterian Church. The awards were presented by Reta Wilcox and Fran
Whipple, who were the honorees in 2019.
Rosalyn Cannelora, a church member since 2012, has served as an elder, office
volunteer, Readers’ Theatre actor, Circle member, on the Fellowship Team, on the
Nominating Committee, on the Rossmoor Friends of Grace Committee and volunteer at
large. It seems where ever there has been a need Rosalyn has been there to cheerfully and
lovingly fill it and there are too many places she has served to list them all here.
Linda Neyer, a church member since 1982, serves the church in many ways. After a
hiatus from church while working in the corporate accounting/business management world,
Linda returned to church service first as Assistant Treasurer, working with the late Richard
Carll. While in that role, she was responsible for the automation of the church’s financial
system. She later assumed the role of Church Treasurer and is Team Leader for the church
database, manager for billing system, and Preschool Treasurer. Linda has her capable hands
in many other business activities and her service has proved invaluable. Linda has a great deal of history with
Grace Church. Her father, William Llewelyn was a parish associate and her mother, Dottie, was an active
church member. Linda was married in the Grace Sanctuary many years ago.
After the program, attendees walked over to the beautifully decorated Fireside Room for a reception.
Cookies, coffee and tea were served. Numerous volunteers brought cookies and served our guests. Thank you
to all the volunteers who made the event possible. Among them, Geri Rentz - event Chair, Sally DayReception organizer, Circle members and others who brought cookies, Anne Bergera, Rosalyn Cannelora
and Susan Blair - decorations in the Fireside Room and Sanctuary.

Address Service Requested
Dated Material

WELCOME STATEMENT

____

Please note, due to changes in requirements by the county,
all persons, regardless of vaccination status are required
to wear masks to worship and other meetings.
In-person SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES are at 10:00 AM.
Fellowship is cancelled for the month of January.
Livestream worship is available Sundays at 10:00 AM through Zoom,
video or telephone option. Contact the office to get on the email list.
Watch recordings of worship services at www.gracewc.org.
Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your phone.
Dial 925-236-2487
___________________________

Officer’s Retreat - Originally
scheduled for January has been
postponed until further notice.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, January 30, 2022
Immediately following worship
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