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These micro homes, which are self-contained, are part of an un-
related project in San Leandro. Design details of the proposed 
six-unit Hope Village project have yet to be finalized. 
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By Sam Richards
Staff writer

L eaders at Grace Presbyterian Church said 
they hope to formally bring a proposal to 
build six “micro homes” on the church 

campus just outside Rossmoor by the end of 
December.

But church leaders and others supporting 
this “Hope Village” project are still working 
to get their main message out, that these homes 
are not the tiny “pallet shelters” or other similar 
structures seen in other places (notably Oak-
land) that are little more than sheds in which 
homeless people can get out of the elements.

“What these are, are real homes, very small 
homes,” with plumbing and power, said Don-
na Colombo, chairwoman of the Walnut Creek 
Homeless Task Force. Continued on page 10A

News photo by Dan Rosenstrauch  
Virginia Rapp stands on a chair inside the Fit-
ness Center to remove a thick resistance band 
left attached by another person and not taken 
down and put away.                                                                                                                                           

Barbara El-Baroudi

News photo by Dan Rosenstrauch  
The GRF Board has kept accessibility between the Dollar Pa-
tio and Dollar clubhouse as an immediate need project for the 
Facilities Master Plan.

Put equipment 
back, Fitness 
Center officials 
plead with users
By Sam Richards
Staff writer

F itness Center Advisory Committee mem-
bers said they will try to impress upon 
Fitness Center users that weights, re-

sistance bands and other exercise equipment 
need to be returned to racks or other storage 
areas.

At a Nov. 10 meeting, committee members 
said they hope improved signage, this story in 
the News and word-of-mouth among gym us-
ers will result in more compliance, and a tidier 
(and safer) gym overall.

“People are not being very good about put-
ting away their toys,” committee member Vir-
ginia Rapp said. “It’s getting really bad.

“If you’re going to go to the gym, think 
about the people who will use it after you,” 
Rapp said.

Weights not returned to their racks and rub-
Continued on page 18A

Facilities Master Plan taking shape

By Cathy Tallyn
Staff writer

GRF directors looked into 
the next decade and at resi-
dents’ two-dozen-item list of 
wants for new facilities and 
renovation of old, and tried 
to reconcile what’s really 
possible.

One project – renovation 
of the second wing of the 
hobby studios at Gateway 
next year – quickly rose 
to the top. At an estimated 
$950,000, this is probably 
one of the least-expensive 
projects proposed. 

Hobby studios, 
Dollar among 
Board’s top 
priorities

The Board spent most of 
the morning of Nov. 9 on a 
draft of a 10-year Facilities 
Master Plan intended to help 
guide decision-making by 
the current nine board mem-

After 22 years, Barbara
El-Baroudi steps down 
from Second Mutual board
By Rowena Gonden
Staff writer

When two directors of 
Rossmoor’s Second Mutual 
invited Barbara El-Baroudi 
to discuss joining the board 
over coffee, she wasn’t exactly 
bowled over.

“I don’t know,” El-Barou-
di says when asked why she 
agreed. “It wasn’t anything 
that was on my mind. They 
kind of talked me into it.”

But she’s quick to add that 
she’s glad they did.

“Overall, it’s been a won-
derful experience. I’ve really 
enjoyed it,” she said.

Apparently so, because 
El-Baroudi has been working 
on behalf of the 1,387 manors 
in the Mutual continuously 
since 1999. She has held every 
post over that time, includ-
ing secretary, treasurer and 
vice president. And she’s lost 
count of how many times her 
colleagues have appointed her 
president.

But after 22 years of ser-
vice, El-Baroudi finally is 

stepping down.
The 83-year-old formally 

will resign at the board’s Nov. 
18 meeting. 

“It’s just time,” she said. 
“It’s time to focus on some-
thing else for a change.”

Because El-Baroudi still 
has time left on her three-year 
term, the board will appoint 
a successor to serve until an 
election is held next October.

Continued on page 16A

Continued on page 8A

The task force is part of a coalition with 
Grace Presbyterian and Hope Solutions, a 
Pleasant Hill-based nonprofit dedicated to con-
necting the homeless with homes and needed 
services, that is championing the micro-home 
project at Grace. The homes would be built by 
Pulte Homes, Colombo said, through that com-
pany’s association with HomeAid, a group of 
builders dedicated to helping the homeless and 
those at risk of becoming homeless.

“A central part of the Christian faith is to 
reach out and help people; it’s really all about 
hospitality,” said the Rev. Mark Burnham of 
Grace Presbyterian Church. “We want people to 
understand what the project is, and what it isn’t. 
We want to be as open as possible about it.”

What it is, he and other organizers said, is an

bers and those who come lat-
er. 

They listened to resident 
comments, consultant expla-
nations and their own opin-
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effort to help people either 
without a home or in danger of 
losing their home find a place 
to live in what is a tight and ex-
pensive housing market.

The initial proposal is for 
six 220-square-foot homes, 
and a seventh building that 
would serve as an office and 
laundry room, to be built on 
Grace’s campus on Tice Val-
ley Boulevard. Each of the six 
housing units would have a 
toilet, a shower and a kitchen 
sink. Changes to the plans are 
possible, depending on what 
the city of Walnut Creek re-
quires for approval. 

The Hope Village proposal 
first came to the attention of 
residents of Rossmoor and the 
entire area in July, just ahead 
of the coalition’s first appear-
ance at the July 20 Walnut 
Creek City Council meeting. 
Council members gave their 
early blessing to the project 
concept, with Mayor Kevin 
Wilk calling the micro home 
idea “a tool in the city’s tool-
box” to help provide more af-
fordable housing in an area 
where the ranks of unsheltered 
individuals have swelled.

The coalition’s presentation 
at that July 20 council meeting, 
Burnham said, was “explorato-
ry.” Following the council’s 
blessing of the idea, plans for 
the six homes have started to 
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MICRO HOMES: Formal plans expected to be filed before end of year
Continued from page 1A take shape, but the approval 

process through the city hasn’t 
yet begun. 

The proposal will have to be 
filed with the city’s Communi-
ty and Economic Development 
Department and will subse-
quently be heard and decided 
on by the city’s Planning Com-
mission. The proposal might 
also have to be heard by the 
city’s Design Review Commis-
sion – or not, if it’s determined 
the design review can be han-
dled at staff level.

Jasmine Tarkoff, consulting 
director of strategic needs for 
Hope Solutions, said she hopes 
that application is filed before 
the end of December.

Grace Presbyterian congre-
gants were given a thorough 
presentation on the Hope Vil-
lage project in August, Burn-
ham said. “My sense is that 
we’ve got a lot of support 
there” among church mem-
bers, he said. “My question 
now is, why would we not do 
it?”

Initial public reception to 
the Hope Village project, in-
cluding within Rossmoor, was 
decidedly mixed. While many 
people jumped on social me-
dia like NextDoor to praise 
the project as a noble move 
to help those in need, others 
said they fear the possibility of 
desperate, perhaps mentally ill 
residents bringing crime and 

A drawing shows what a”micro home” village can look like. 
Credit: Shelterwerk

safety problems to the neigh-
borhood.

What the project is not, 
Burnham and Colombo said, 
is a collection of “pallet shel-
ters,” or of tents strung togeth-
er like those that have sprung 
up along streets in Oakland 
and San Francisco. Neither are 
they like similar assemblages 
under bridges or along creeks 
in central Contra Costa Coun-
ty. 

Burnham said Hope Village 
would be a smaller version of 
projects like Goodness Vil-
lage, a 28-unit tiny home vil-
lage on the campus of Cross-
Winds Church in Livermore, 
or a six-unit project on the 
campus of First Presbyterian 
Church in Hayward.

Coalition leaders said they 
want the public to understand 
that residents of these six mi-
cro-homes would be screened 
by Hope Solutions, which also 

would provide case manage-
ment and other support ser-
vices for those tenants. 

Residents would need 
guaranteed income, either 
through a job, public assis-
tance or rental-assistance 
programs like the federal 
Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.

Burnham and others have 
been working to answer ques-
tions about the Hope Vil-
lage project, including within 
Rossmoor. An estimated 130 
people came to the Fireside 
Room in Gateway on Oct. 14 
for a discussion of the project 
hosted by the Democrats of 
Rossmoor. 

Burnham is scheduled to 
speak Wednesday, Nov. 17, 
at a Rossmoor Rotary Club 
meeting in the Diablo Room at 
Hillside Clubhouse (and over 
Zoom); check-in for that meet-
ing is at 11:30 a.m. Their meet-

ings are both in person and via 
Zoom. 

Meetings start at 11:30 a.m. 
with check-in; for more infor-
mation about this meeting, call 
Jim Olson at 1-925-322-0026.

Hope Village also figures 
to be a topic of discussion at 
the Wednesday, Dec. 8, Wal-
nut Creek Homeless Task 
Force meeting, from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. To join the meeting over 
Zoom, click on https://tinyurl.
com/24ubvffp – the meeting 
ID is 880 1630 3257, and the 
passcode is 445227.

Colombo, who for over six 
years was executive director of 
Walnut Creek’s Trinity Center, 
noted that it took seven years 
to build the 44-unit St. Paul 
Commons affordable apart-
ment project near downtown. 
She said her experience with 
that project – Trinity Center 
is now housed there – should 
help move the Hope Village 
project through the approval 
process in a reasonable length 
of time. 

Tarkoff said other faith 
communities in the Bay Area 
are mulling possible mi-
cro-home projects of their own 
to address a serious real-world 
problem.

“We are going to be work-
ing with the very best of inten-
tions to do this great thing,” 
Tarkoff said. “We’re trying 
to be part of the solution to a 
very complex problem.”


