Lane, Lafayette) invites everyone to join a streamed
worship service on Sunday, Feb. 28, at 9 a.m. Call
the parish
office to be added to the live streaming
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invitation list.
All other parish activities are canceled until the
end of the county’s shelter-in-place order. For infor-

Dr. Smith’s message on Sunday, March 7 will be,
“An Instructive Moment about Anger,” from John
2:13-22. Special music each week will include gifted musicians and soloists from the Bay Area. For
more information, visit Hope’s website at www.hope
rossmoor.org

go to www.gracewc.org and click on the “Worship
Services” page. To listen to Rev. Burnham’s sermon,
dial 925-236-2487. The previous Sunday
Page sermon
: B09 will
be available for one week and is 10 minutes in length.
The congregation looks forward to the time when
they can meet again in person.

Grace Presbyterian deacons increase their outreach
By Carol King
Correspondent

Grace Presbyterian Church,
on Tice Valley Boulevard just
outside Rossmoor, has been
busy adapting church activities to the coronavirus public
health guidelines during the
past year. Now, all services
and meetings, including Sunday worship, Bible study, and
Coffee and Conversation gatherings are held virtually via
Zoom. And last August, Grace
held its first Zoom memorial
service.
In addition to these changes, the church’s deacons – a
group of 12 people who serve
the church in a wide variety
of ways – have increased their
efforts to reach out to each
person in the congregation (as
well as many visitors), said the
Rev. Karen Hastings-Flegel,
associate pastor and advisor
for the group.

Rossmoor resident Sally Day
“During this time of ‘stayat-home’ orders, increasing
calls to our members is the
most important aspect of
the deacons’ duties,” Hastings-Flegel said. “During
these calls, the deacons check
to see that people are doing all
right given the coronavirus re-

strictions. Loneliness can be a
big problem for seniors, especially those who live alone.”
During these conversations,
deacons also check to make
sure church members are doing
well physically. “Assistance in
this area can be offered, when
necessary,” Hastings-Flegel
added.
Deacons also regularly write
notes or letters to members of
the congregation, making sure
to include their telephone numbers in case the recipient would
like a telephone visit, according to Hastings-Flegel.
“When selecting deacons,
we look for those with an
abundance of compassion and
empathy,” she said. “The word
‘deacon’ comes from a Greek
word meaning ‘one who serves
others’. The Biblical reference
is found in Acts 6:1-6.”
Other duties provided by the
deacons include communion
setup and breakdown, prepar-

ing and lighting the sanctuary
candles for services, managing the food ministry, and organizing memorial receptions.
“Another important deacon
task,” said Hastings-Flegel, “is
coordinating the prayer chain.
Anyone in the congregation
can request prayers for their
family, friends, or themselves.
Prayer chain participants keep
these people in mind daily
when they pray.”
Rossmoor Resident Sally
Day is moderator for the deacons. “My role as moderator
is to provide a framework for
getting things done and to coordinate the administrative

function,” she said. “I’m so
pleased with our group of deacons. They’re all eager to carry
out their duties with great empathy and kindness.”
The deacons’ goal is to contact each person on their list
of 13-18 people a minimum of
four times yearly. At the beginning of the pandemic, during
the time of shock and adjustment, deacons contacted people twice a month. Each deacon’s call list consists of congregation members as well as
nonmembers. “We have some
visitors who regularly attend
Grace services (currently via
Continued on page 10B

Religious Services
On-site services are not available
during the shelter-in-place order.

B’NAI ISRAEL CONGREGATION
Friday Evening Service
For information call
925-287-9997 or 925-300-3225

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Audio Virtual Service: 10:30 a.m. each Sunday
at www.hoperossmoor.org
For info, call the church office:
925-709-4673

TICE VALLEY UNITED
ST. ANSELM’S
METHODIST CHURCH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community. Worships on ZOOM, Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Services: 9 a.m. ZOOM meeting For link, email Pastor Dan Sturdivant at
Contact Cathy.w@stanselms.ws
tvumc1@sbcglobal.net
925-284-7420.
For pastoral needs, call (925) 937-4535
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ST. ANNE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Offering Holy Communion in the church
offers pre-recorded services on Sunday
parking lot, Wednesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m.,
at www.gracewc.org
until the church reopens (allowed by
(click on Worship Services page)
county ordinance). Face masks are required.
or call 925-236-2487
1600 Rossmoor Prkwy. 932-2324

To Advertise Your Religious Services,
call Trisha at 925-988-7809
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are invited to gather virtually
over Zoom at 11:30 a.m. FriRossmoor
- 03/03/2021
day, March
12 News
to help
start up
these lunches once again.
Members can catch up a bit
on one another’s lives and can
brainstorm ideas for activities
when in-person gatherings are
allowed once again.
Anyone on the Rossmoor
Unitarian Universalist group
email list should receive an
email shortly with Zoom information. Anyone not on the
list who is interested in attending can contact Dick Bailey at
bythebay2@comcast.net All
are welcome to attend.

harm. In educational settings
and in the criminal justice context, restorative justice practices
can transform the paths of individuals and communities.

Witkay at cathy.w@stanselms.
ws. For more information,
c o n t a c t M a r i a n M u l k e y,
marianmulkey@comcast.net
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Zoom),” Day said. “We are
happy to offer telephone calls
and letters to them also.”
Rossmoor resident Shirley
Dal Porto recently returned
to the Bay Area after living
in Southern California for 10
years. “I’m new to the area,
and I appreciate getting regular
calls from my deacon to check

on me. I think it’s an important
service,” Dal Porto said.
For information about Grace
Presbyterian church, call 925935-2100 or write to grace
preschurchwc@gmail.com The
church website is https://www.
gracewc.org

Emergency supplies
The following companies and
agencies of fer emergency
supplies:
• Ready Care Company: Contact Lisa Katzki, 937-5288,
or go to the website at
www.ReadyCareCo.com
• FEMA: Disaster supplies
checklist at this website:
www.ready.gov/build-a-Kit.
• Emergenc y Essentials :
1-800-999-1863 or go to
the website: www.BePrepared.com
• Red Cross: www.RedCross.
org
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