
Rossmoor News - 03/03/2021 Page : B09

April 8, 2021 2:28 pm (GMT -7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

RossmooR News • maRch 3, 2021   9B

RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY
Religious seRvices

To AdverTise Your religious services,  
cAll TrishA AT 925-988-7809

Religious seRvices

B’NAI ISRAEL CONGREGATION
Friday Evening Service

For information call
925-287-9997 or 925-300-3225

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Audio Virtual Service: 10:30 a.m. each Sunday

at www.hoperossmoor.org
For info, call the church office:  

925-709-4673

ST. ANSELM’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

An Open, Affirming & Loving Community.  
Sunday Services: 9 a.m. ZOOM meeting

Contact Cathy.w@stanselms.ws  
925-284-7420.

on-siTe services Are noT AvAilAble  
during The shelTer-in-plAce order.

TICE VALLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

Worships on ZOOM, Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
For link, email Pastor Dan Sturdivant at 

tvumc1@sbcglobal.net
For pastoral needs, call (925) 937-4535

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
offers pre-recorded services on Sunday 

at www.gracewc.org 
(click on Worship Services page) 

or call 925-236-2487

ST. ANNE’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Offering Holy Communion in the church 

parking lot, Wednesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m., 
until the church reopens (allowed by  

county ordinance). Face masks are required.
1600 Rossmoor Prkwy. 932-2324

CATHOLIC
St. Anne’s Catholic Church parish office and 

rectory remain closed, and all Masses are cancelled 
until further notice, as a cautionary measure. County 
guidelines are monitored by Father Joseph, who is 
ever mindful of the demographics of the parish fami-
ly and how to best serve senior parishioners in a safe 
environment.

Holy Communion is offered by Father Joseph and 
Father George in the church parking lot from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. each Wednesday as weather permits. 
Enter the parking lot at the first driveway past the 
security kiosk. Volunteers will give directions; face 
masks are required.

Every Friday during Lent, the Stations of the Cross 
will be observed virtually, via Zoom, at 9:30 a.m. To 
participate, download the Zoom app and request an 
invitation from Steve Tsai by email a cfstevetsai@
gmail.com Steve will then reply with the link for the 
Way of the Cross.

Father Joseph and Father George continue to offer 
desired intentions in private daily Mass. To request 
a Mass intention, mail the information to the parish 
office at 1600 Rossmoor Parkway.

EPISCOPAL
St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church (682 Michael 

Lane, Lafayette) invites everyone to join a streamed 
worship service on Sunday, Feb. 28, at 9 a.m. Call 
the parish office to be added to the live streaming 
invitation list.

All other parish activities are canceled until the 
end of the county’s shelter-in-place order. For infor-

mation call the parish office at 925-284-7420.
JEWISH

B’nai Israel will hold Zoom Shabbat services at 7 
p.m. Friday, March 5. Services can also be viewed on 
Facebook at https://bit.ly/2NZxgtL

Cantor Amy Daniels will lead our Shabbat service, 
and Al Zemsky will serve as Rosh HaErev. Sydne 
Weiner will lead us in candle lighting, Barry Gross-
berg will give the Dvar Torah, and Millie Tinkler 
will recite the Motzi blessing over challah. The heal-
ing and Yahrzeit lists from our weekly email will 
be read. Use the Zoom chat feature to share simchas 
and to add healing and Kaddish names. Stay on for a 
Zoom Oneg Shabbat following the service.

For questions about B’nai Israel, contact Josh Fen-
del at 925-448-2995. To become a member of B’nai 
Israel and receive its weekly emails, contact Elaine 
Harris, Membership VP, at elainerharris@gmail.com 
or 925-300-3225.

LUTHERAN
Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor welcomes 

residents to its virtual worship service each Sunday 
morning. On Sunday, March 7, the Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Smith will continue a Lenten Sermon Series titled, 
“Instructive Moments with the Savior: Learning to 
Listen.” Based on Ken Gire’s award-winning devo-
tions, this Lenten Sermon Series is a six-week study 
from the teaching ministry of Christ. Woven together 
in chronological order, these devotional messages 
lead to a more intimate understanding of the life, 
teaching and ministry of Jesus.

Dr. Smith’s message on Sunday, March 7 will be, 
“An Instructive Moment about Anger,” from John 
2:13-22. Special music each week will include gift-
ed musicians and soloists from the Bay Area. For 
more information, visit Hope’s website at www.hope 
rossmoor.org

MANDARIN CHRISTIAN
Berean Forum of Rossmoor is currently holding 

online services once every month. For information 
on the next scheduled service or pastoral needs, call 
925-262-8316.

METHODIST
Tice Valley United Methodist Church invites 

congregants to worship on Sunday, Feb. 28 at 11 
a.m. via Zoom. To accommodate those unable to 
use Zoom, a conference call is available by calling 
978-990-5179; when prompted enter the access code 
271814, followed by the pound sign (#).

Music Director Loni Williams provides music 
and pastor Rev. Dan Sturdivant delivers a hopeful 
message that invites everyone to take a fresh look 
at what they think they know about the Bible and 
Christian tradition. For pastoral needs, call 925-
937-4535.

PRESBYTERIAN
Grace Presbyterian Church (2100 Tice Valley 

Blvd.) invites all to worship in the comfort of their 
homes, anywhere and anytime with its Church-at-
Home services. The pre-recorded worship services 
include readings and prayer as well as traditional 
organ and piano music by the Rev. Dr. Karen Hast-
ings–Flegel. Special music by guest performers is of-
ten included. The church’s mini choir provides hymn 
singing.

Grace’s senior pastor, the Rev. Mark Burnham, 
delivers a meaningful sermon with each service. To 
view the service on March 7, as well as past services, 
go to www.gracewc.org and click on the “Worship 
Services” page. To listen to Rev. Burnham’s sermon, 
dial 925-236-2487. The previous Sunday sermon will 
be available for one week and is 10 minutes in length. 
The congregation looks forward to the time when 
they can meet again in person.

Grace Presbyterian deacons increase their outreach

Rossmoor resident Sally Day

By Carol King
Correspondent

Grace Presbyterian Church, 
on Tice Valley Boulevard just 
outside Rossmoor, has been 
busy adapting church activi-
ties to the coronavirus public 
health guidelines during the 
past year. Now, all services 
and meetings, including Sun-
day worship, Bible study, and 
Coffee and Conversation gath-
erings are held virtually via 
Zoom. And last August, Grace 
held its first Zoom memorial 
service.

 In addition to these chang-
es, the church’s deacons – a 
group of 12 people who serve 
the church in a wide variety 
of ways – have increased their 
efforts to reach out to each 
person in the congregation (as 
well as many visitors), said the 
Rev. Karen Hastings-Flegel, 
associate pastor and advisor 
for the group.

“During this time of ‘stay-
at-home’ orders, increasing 
calls to our members is the 
most important aspect of 
the deacons’ duties,” Hast-
ings-Flegel said. “During 
these calls, the deacons check 
to see that people are doing all 
right given the coronavirus re-

strictions. Loneliness can be a 
big problem for seniors, espe-
cially those who live alone.”

During these conversations, 
deacons also check to make 
sure church members are doing 
well physically. “Assistance in 
this area can be offered, when 
necessary,” Hastings-Flegel 
added.

Deacons also regularly write 
notes or letters to members of 
the congregation, making sure 
to include their telephone num-
bers in case the recipient would 
like a telephone visit, accord-
ing to Hastings-Flegel.

“When selecting deacons, 
we look for those with an 
abundance of compassion and 
empathy,” she said. “The word 
‘deacon’ comes from a Greek 
word meaning ‘one who serves 
others’. The Biblical reference 
is found in Acts 6:1-6.”

Other duties provided by the 
deacons include communion 
setup and breakdown, prepar-

ing and lighting the sanctuary 
candles for services, manag-
ing the food ministry, and or-
ganizing memorial receptions.

“Another important deacon 
task,” said Hastings-Flegel, “is 
coordinating the prayer chain. 
Anyone in the congregation 
can request prayers for their 
family, friends, or themselves. 
Prayer chain participants keep 
these people in mind daily 
when they pray.”

Rossmoor Resident Sally 
Day is moderator for the dea-
cons. “My role as moderator 
is to provide a framework for 
getting things done and to co-
ordinate the administrative 

function,” she said. “I’m so 
pleased with our group of dea-
cons. They’re all eager to carry 
out their duties with great em-
pathy and kindness.”

The deacons’ goal is to con-
tact each person on their list 
of 13-18 people a minimum of 
four times yearly. At the begin-
ning of the pandemic, during 
the time of shock and adjust-
ment, deacons contacted peo-
ple twice a month. Each dea-
con’s call list consists of con-
gregation members as well as 
nonmembers. “We have some 
visitors who regularly attend 
Grace services (currently via 

Continued on page 10B
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Restorative Justice
webinar continues

Order Passover samplers, fundraise for area students

Unitarian group 
plans Zoom 
‘lunches’

PAID OBITUARY

 Lucille S. Owens, age 98, 
passed away peacefully on 
December 18, 2020. She was 
born in 1922 in Omaha, Ne-
braska to Sydney & Marga-
ret Stocking. She is survived 
by her son Neil (Suzanne), 
Grandson Co le ,  Grand-
daughter Michelle (Zach), 
and Great Grandson Dane. 
The love of her life, Richard 
Owens preceded her in death 
in 2001 and their daughter Dianna in 2005.
 Lucille spent most of the Depression with her mater-
nal grandparents on their farm and graduated in 1940 
from Rock Island High School. She contributed to the 
war effort by working in Railroad Transportation sched-
uling Supply Trains and Routes. 
 In 1938 she met Richard (Dick), Owens. He intro-
duced her to skating and skiing. Following his induc-
tion to the Army and being shipped over-seas they 
were married on December 7, 1942. Their daughter, 
Dianna was born in December 1943. Upon his return 
from the War, they lived in the Mid-west for a time 
before moving to the West Coast and building their 
first home in the South Bay. The family enjoyed hik-
ing, fishing, and the outdoors. Soon they moved up 
to the East Bay and welcomed another child, Neil.  
 They lived in the East Bay for 28 years then moved to 
(Central County) & began their active retirement. They 
continued to hike, enjoy the outdoors, travel & still con-
tinued to volunteer at Brookside/Doctors Hospital. She 
was an avid reader, knitted outfits for newborns at Coun-
ty hospital, loved playing cribbage & Bridge. She was 
very active in the Methodists Church & CCC Interfaith 
Counsel. She also was a Director for Mutual 1 for 10 
years. 
 Tice Valley Methodist Church may hold a ZOOM Memo-
rial in her honor. The date will be announced later. Contribu-
tions may be made in her behalf to either “The Food Bank 
of Solano/Contra Costa Counties” or “Richmond Rescue 
Mission”. She loved and was loved by many people.

Lucille S. Owens

Bible Study Group to discuss Acts 

The Rossmoor Bible Study Group will ex-
amine the Book of Acts at its weekly meeting 
via Zoom, on Thursday starting at 10:15 a.m.

This week’s lesson will focus on Acts 1:1-
26 and its theme of “Preparation.”

From tiny beginnings among Jesus’ disci-
ples, the church exploded into a worldwide 
force in just a few years. How? Jesus left His 
followers with a mission, and the Spirit of 
God moved mightily through them to fulfill 
it.

Apostle Luke’s account of how the gospel 
was carried from Jerusalem to Rome, despite 

every conceivable obstacle, assures us that 
God will also help us discover and live out 
our mission in the world.

This is a nondenominational study group 
that welcomes everyone. Attendees who 
want to skip the video feature still can par-
ticipate via Zoom using the audio-only op-
tion.

For more information or to partici-
pate, email Pat Hutchison at rossmoor-
biblestudy@gmail.com. Participants will 
receive an email with the link to join the 
meeting.

After foregoing their sec-
ond-Friday-of-the-month 
lunches for almost a year, 
members of the Rossmoor 
Unitarian Universalist group 
are invited to gather virtually 
over Zoom at 11:30 a.m. Fri-
day, March 12 to help start up 
these lunches once again.

Members can catch up a bit 
on one another’s lives and can 
brainstorm ideas for activities 
when in-person gatherings are 
allowed once again.

Anyone on the Rossmoor 
Unitarian Universalist group 
email list should receive an 
email shortly with Zoom in-
formation. Anyone not on the 
list who is interested in attend-
ing can contact Dick Bailey at 
bythebay2@comcast.net All 
are welcome to attend.

The National Council of 
Jewish Women Contra Cos-
ta Section is offering a Pass-
over Sampler, each contain-
ing three traditional Jewish 
foods, as a fundraiser to sup-
port children and families in 
the Mt. Diablo Unified School 
District.

The Passover Samplers in-
clude four macaroons drizzled 
with chocolate; a 4-ounce jar 
of freshly made beet horserad-
ish; and a choice of either a sa-
vory (veggie potato) or sweet 
(peach matzah) mini kugel, a 
casserole-style dish.

The cost for each sampler is 
$25; additional mini kugels of 
either variety can be ordered 

separately for $5 each.
This fundraiser supports the 

school children and their fam-
ilies, with the idea that hungry 
children cannot learn. The 
Mount Diablo district operates 
schools in Concord, Pleasant 
Hill, Clayton and parts of Wal-
nut Creek, Martinez, Bay Point 
and Pittsburg.

The deadline to order the 
samplers is Thursday, March 
18, with pickup scheduled for 
2 p.m. Friday, March 26 at the 
circular driveway of the Event 
Center. Delivery is available 
within Rossmoor only for 
those unable to pick up.

Send checks, payable to 
NCJW, to Judi Appleman, 

2301 Pine Knoll Drive, #16, 
Walnut Creek CA 94595. For 
questions about the fundraiser, 
contact Appleman at 949-701-
3463 or at judiappleman10@
yahoo.com, or Sherry Rowen 
at 925-787-9890 or at sherry-
rowen@yahoo.com.

This year, the Jewish holi-
day of Passover will be cel-
ebrated beginning March 27. 
Passover commemorates the 
transition from slavery to free-
dom, and includes the retelling 
of the Exodus through stories, 
songs, and a dinner, called a 
Seder, which features tradi-
tional Jewish foods.

For more information, go to 
www.ncjwccs.org

NCJW PASSOVER SAMPLER ORDER FORM
No. of Samplers _______ 
Choice of ____ Veggie-Potato Mini Kugel Sampler
OR           ____ Peach-Matzah Mini Kugel Sampler
Additional Mini Kugels: _____ Potato _____Peach
$25 for each sampler + $5 for each additional kugel. 
Total: $ ________

Name: __________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

________________________________________________
Please submit order and check by Thursday, March 18 to 

Judy Appleman, 2301 Pine Knoll Drive, #16. (W.C. 94595)

Nondenominational study group welcomes everyone
St. Anselm’s Episcopal 

Church in Lafayette is hosting  
a four-week series, “Restorative 
Justice in and Around Us,” fea-
turing speakers whose experi-
ences and stories will illustrate 
how restorative justice practices 
can make a positive difference 
for individuals and communi-
ties.

The series continues March 
9 and 16. The series is free and 
open to the public.

When you see an injustice 
done or see someone harm an-
other, what is your reaction? 
Punishing, isolating or exacting 
retribution from those who have 
done wrong may feel appropri-
ate, but often does little to restore 
trust and rebuild community.

Restorative justice begins 
with truth-telling and leads to 
restitution and reconciliation 
that respects the needs of those 
harmed and upholds the human-
ity of those who have caused 
harm. In educational settings 
and in the criminal justice con-
text, restorative justice practices 
can transform the paths of indi-
viduals and communities.

The scheduled speakers are:
• March 9: Deacon John 

Storm, director of Restorative 
Justice Ministries for the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Santa Rosa. 
Storm, a former parole officer, 
will describe delivering pastoral 
care to those harmed by crime 
in his community – victims, 
offenders, first responders, law 
enforcement personnel and the 
general public.

• March 16: A panel of speak-
ers, followed by small group 
discussions, will focus on how 
individuals and communities 
can support restorative practic-
es. The panel will include Rev. 
Liz Milner, director of chaplain-
cy services at the Santa Clara 
County jail; Richard Olive, lay 
coordinator of Death Row min-
istry at San Quentin; and Mark 
Drevno, executive director of 
Jails to Jobs, a nonprofit that 
helps formerly incarcerated peo-
ple re-enter the workplace.

To be invited, email Cathy 
Witkay at cathy.w@stanselms.
ws. For more information, 
c on t a c t  Ma r i a n  Mu l key,  
marianmulkey@comcast.net

Zoom),” Day said. “We are 
happy to offer telephone calls 
and letters to them also.”

Rossmoor resident Shirley 
Dal Porto recently returned 
to the Bay Area after living 
in Southern California for 10 
years. “I’m new to the area, 
and I appreciate getting regular 
calls from my deacon to check 

GRACE: Deacons increase outreach
Continued from page 9B on me. I think it’s an important 

service,” Dal Porto said.
For information about Grace 

Presbyterian church, call 925-
935-2100 or write to grace 
preschurchwc@gmail.com The 
church website is https://www.
gracewc.org

Emergency supplies
The following companies and 
agencies of fer emergency 
supplies:
• Ready Care Company: Con-

tact Lisa Katzki, 937-5288, 
or go to the website at 
www.ReadyCareCo.com

• FEMA: Disaster supplies 
checklist at this website: 
www.ready.gov/build-a-Kit.

• Emer g enc y  E s s en t ia l s : 
1-800-999-1863 or go to 
the website: www.BePre-
pared.com

• Red Cross: www.RedCross.
org


