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Dear Grace Church Family,
The month of March is upon us, which means longer days as we begin
daylight savings time on Sunday, March 14. It is also the season of Lent, and the
beginning of Holy Week is just around the at the end of the month. As we move
through this season toward the holiest of our Christian feasts and ponder again
Jesus’ resurrection, I want to share a story that I heard years ago.
It goes like this: Once upon a time, in a not-so-faraway land, there was a
kingdom of acorns, nestled under the shade of a grand, old oak tree. Since the
citizens of this kingdom were modern, fully-Westernized acorns, they went about
their business on the ground with purposeful energy, even engaging in many selfhelp courses.
There were seminars called “Getting All You Can Out of Your Shell.” There
were recovery groups for acorns who had been bruised in their original fall from
the tree. There were spas for oiling and polishing their shells, and various
therapies to enhance longevity and well-being.
But then, one day, in the midst of this kingdom a stranger suddenly
appeared—he was a knotty little acorn, dropped “out of the blue” by a passing
bird. He had lost his cap (unlike the other acorns) and was covered with dirt,
which made an immediate negative impression on his fellow acorns.
Crouched beneath the oak tree, the stranger stammered out a wild tale.
Pointing upward at the huge oak tree above, he proclaimed, “We…are…that!”
Delusional thinking, the other acorns concluded. His drop from the sky must have
addled his brain. How could a tiny acorn possibly be an oak tree? That was
absurd!
But one of the acorns continued to engage the stranger in conversation, “So
tell us, how would we become that tree?” he asked. “Well,” the newcomer said,
pointing downward, “it has something to do with going into the ground and
cracking open your shell.” “Insane,” they responded. “Totally morbid! Why, then
we wouldn’t be acorns anymore!” And the leaders of the kingdom quickly got rid
of the stranger and his wild ideas of acorns becoming great oak trees.
The point of the story is clear: Something had been lost in the imaginary
kingdom of acorns—their true purpose in life. We know, of course, that an acorn
is only a seed; its nature and destiny is to become an oak tree. But an acorn can’t
sprout on the tree; it must fall into the ground, its shell must be cracked open, and
it must be buried before it can truly live.
As we conclude our Lenten journey this month and walk again with Jesus to
the cross, we too are in a holy process of being broken open to new life and new
opportunity. Our Easter faith calls us to a dying and a rebirth, like the acorn that
must be buried before it can live out its true destiny.
All around us—in our neighborhoods and across the country—are people and
communities in dire need of good news. Our true purpose as the church is not to
remain inside, polishing our shells, but to break open our lives and share the good
news with the world. Just as God came in human form to live among us and
willing to die, so too are we sent out as seeds to be planted.
As we continue our Lenten journey of self-examination and growth, may
God’s Spirit open us to the richness of life in Christ.
Grace and peace,

March 2021
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• March 7 – John 2:13-22
• March 14 – John 3:14-21
• March 21 – John 12:20-33
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MARCH Birthdays
Dave Fellner

3/2

Louise Milford

3/12

Jay Kim

3/13

Don Maynard

3/17

Earnie Cunningham

3/18

Marlene Hall

3/20

Faye Hutchings

3/26

Diana Barkley

3/27

Jane Hinds

3/28

Dot Wanamaker

3/28

Easter Plans
Lenten Daily Devotional Prayers are available by email or to pick up at the church. If
you would like one sent to you, please email
the church office.
On Good Friday our sanctuary will be open
from 12—3 pm for individual prayer.
Maundy Thursday is April 1 and Sunday,
April 4 is Easter. Plans are being made for
celebrations. It is probable that these will be
held on Zoom. Please check the website and
your Weekly Bulletins for updates to our
Easter celebrations.

Note of Gratitude
Last week I celebrated my
80th birthday! Much to my
surprise I was “showered” with
birthday cards. Each day I found
my mailbox full of greetings and
notes of congratulation, most
from friends at Grace Church. I believe my
daughter Elizabeth set this in motion, and
Judy Williams and El Nungesser spread the
word. I offer heartfelt thanks to everyone
who sent good wishes. It is a joy to be part of
such a caring community.
Reta Wilcox
From Patty Smayda
Thank you Grace friends for all the
support and love you showed with the death
of my husband Bob. Your messages are so
appreciated.
In memory of former Grace Church member
and friend, Helene Hall, who died on 2/6/2021.

In Memory

On Sat. Feb. 20, the immediate family, including Betsy
Williams and daughters, Patricia, Barbara and Deborah,
gathered in the sanctuary to hear Rev. Mark’s welcome,
opening prayer and benediction, Charie Reid’s eulogy/
meditation and prayer of thanksgiving, and hymns played by
Pastor Karen. This was recorded for the service video.
A virtual memorial service for our beloved Pastor
Emeritus Bob Williams was held Sat., Feb. 27 at 10:30 a.m.
and is available on our website. It includes recordings made
and by family, friends and colleagues. Gail Peterson, with
the help of her brother, compiled a virtual choir singing,
“The Love of God,” by Natalie Sleeth, based upon Romans
8: “nothing can keep us from the love of God.” The mini
choir recorded the hymns.
Later the ashes were committed to the memorial garden
underneath a large Buckeye tree in the presence of more
family, and with a military honor guard. The Buckeye is
beginning to get new leaves symbolizing new life and
resurrection. It seemed a fitting place where Bob can watch
over Grace Church.

Preschool News

For the M-W-F group (4 year olds) it served as a
“practice” for their return to campus on March 15. After
careful review of current factors, we have completed
necessary preparations and will welcome children back to inperson participation. For now, the program will be outside
except for bathroom breaks. Please keep us in your prayers
and listen for their happy voices.
Marlene Hall

Vaccinations
Good news for the Grace
congregation - many of you have
been able to get your
vaccinations. Some have had to
go outside of the area to get their shot, but for many the
vaccination clinics have been conveniently accessed at
Rossmoor, DVC and the Tice Gym. Currently, vaccines are
offered to those 65 and above. Essential workers and teachers
have been added to the list.
If you have not yet received a vaccination and are within
the proper tier, and are not comfortable using internet, the
county now has a phone number to help get you an
appointment. Contra Costa Health Services Covid 19
Center: 1-844-729-8410
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News from Session
REDWOOD TREE GROVE

Earth Care
Grace received a note of congratulations
from the national church's Associate for
Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns,
Jessica Maudlin Phelps: "Congratulations on
finishing your Earth Care Congregations
Information and Audit, and on all the good work
that your congregation has done to protect God's
creation." All points requirements were waived
due to the pandemic. Normally for the 4th-year
certification, 50 points are required including a
minimum of 5 points in each of four categories.
We would have qualified even without the
waiver, having earned 37 points for worship, 20
for education, 74 for facilities, and 30 for
outreach--a grand total of 161 points. Fabulous
job, Grace Presbyterian!

Unfortunately years of drought and stress have taken their toll on part of our Redwood tree grove. The
trees were planted in the 1960s. The area between our driveway (to the back of the Oak Room) and the old
Bank of America lot contains about seven dead and dying trees. The Business Department is working on
plans to remove those trees. The other part of the grove is in good shape.
TINY HOMES

Recently a mass email went out to 500 local churches seeking
congregations that might be willing to have tiny homes constructed
in their parking lots. The homes are temporary housing for homeless
individuals, and a path to permanent housing. The units are 120
square feet and house one to two people. They are constructed
attractively in groups of six or more, depending on the situation and
space available. Grace Church responded to the email and some
members of Session have attended informational meetings about the
process. This project is very much in the exploration stage but fits in
with our Christian mission to help the most vulnerable of God’s
Tiny homes have been installed at First
people in need. More information is to come.
Presbyterian Church in Hayward.
BOY SCOUTS

In January, the Session approved the return of the Boy Scouts to their weekly meetings held in the Oak
Room. The scouts had previously submitted a Covid return plan for the safety of the scouts and adult leaders.
BLOOD DRIVES & LIFELINE SCREENING

Grace Church has approved for Vitalant Blood Drives (supports Red Cross) and Lifeline Screening to
return to the Oak Room. Both of these organizations provide lifesaving services to the public. They both have
strict Covid 19 safety procedures in place. Blood drives have been scheduled every other month through the
end of this year. Lifeline Screening will be booked as our schedule allows.
At this point, no other facility users are scheduled. Our office remains locked as we work toward a
reopening plan that will be determined by the Session.
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Thank you to
all who have
given flowers
for the
sanctuary.
The 2021 cost will remain
at $75 for an arrangement.
Contact the office to get
on the 2021 schedule.

The church campus is closed for now.
All meetings are conducted via Zoom.
Contact the church office for help.
Watch worship services anytime at
https://www.gracewc.org. Go to the Sunday
Services page and click on the links to view.
Listen to the latest Sunday sermon on your
phone. Dial 925-236-2487 anytime.

11:00 AM WOMENS’ CIRCLES:
Times TBA
10:00 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE:
Welcome and social time,
recorded worship followed by discussion.
Memorial Service for Rev. Robert Williams
will be posted on our website: gracewc.org

MEETINGS ON ZOOM:

Maundy Thursday Service
to be announced.

10:00 AM WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
with Rev. Mark Burnham

Good Friday: Sanctuary open from 10-3 for
prayer. Reservations are not needed.

9:30 AM THURSDAY CONVERSATION
& COFFEE with Rev. Mark Burnham

Easter Sunday Service will be held
at 10:00 AM on Zoom.

10:00 AM MEN’S CLUB: Meets second
Friday of each month

Good News: Our sanctuary will open for

individual prayer and contemplation on all March
Thursdays from 10 am to 3 pm.

