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STATEMENT OF THE GENERAL FUND FOR 2017 
 

Grace Church budgeted $417,958 for its General Fund in 2017, an increase of 
$25,597 over the preceding year, due mainly to the position of Associate Pastor/
Music Director being in effect for the entire year.  
 
Total income for the budget program came to $426,352, for which $30,000 was 
transferred from Investment Fund earnings to the program by decision of the 
church Session. Total expenses for the year were $417,784, leading to an increase 
of $8,568 in the bank balance at year’s end.  
 
  Bank balance on 1/1/17  $   27,157.97 
  Church program receipts  $ 426,352.53 
  Church program expenses  $ 417,783.87 
  Bank balance on 12/31/17  $   35,726.63 
 
In addition, Grace Church handled $115,818 in receipts and $110,009 in expenses  
for special accounts and activities during the year. At the end of year 2017, church 
bank accounts held $194,230 for these designated purposes, apart from the church 
program.  
 
 Church program receipts   Percent 
 Pledges for 2017 $230,420    54%  
 Other revenue $195,933    46% 
 Total $426,353  100% 
 
  Church program expenses 
   Local Program  $358,012    86% 
   General Mission  $  59,772    14%  
   Total    $417,784  100% 
 
The year 2017 saw a rise in the value of the church’s investment holdings owing to 
the strong year in market values. After allowing for income withdrawals and a 
bequest of $25,000 the increase was roughly 6.5% in asset value. At the end of 
2017, the Investment Fund included the Gemmer-Schwab Asset Management 
fund, $880,380, and the United Presbyterian Foundation, $526,210, a total of 
$1,406,590. 
 
As recommended by EBIC (Endowments, Bequests, and Investments), $33,000 
was received from the Gemmer Fund, and $10,007 from UPC, for various church 
purposes.  
  
There is no outstanding indebtedness. 
 
 
 

      Submitted by Richard Carll  
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Active Membership as of 1/1/2017 157  
 

Deaths through December 31, 2017 8   
 
 
 

Other Losses through December 31, 2017 1 
 
 
 

Gains through December 31, 2017 8   
 
 
 
Active Members as of December 31, 2017 156  
  
Affiliate Members as of December 31, 2017 6 
Timothy Hamilton, Rosemary Stelz, Allen Teagle,  
Elise Teagle, Mary Munsell, Jeanne Irvine  
 

Membership as of December 31, 2017 162 

 
 

We remember and celebrate the resurrection of 
 those members of Grace who died in 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very pleased to welcome seven new members 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Reta Wilcox 
Clerk of Session 

 

Sara Allen 
Connie Berg 

Madelyn Coccoz 
Faye Hutchings 

Bill Keeley 
Meg Keeley 

Ritch Simenson 
 

Ellenora Adam, 
Jeannie Barnett 
Carol Bergesen 

John Corgiat 

Bob Hudziak 
Ray Livingston 
Elberta Lozes 
Paul Martina 
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The wonderful celebration of my 25 years of ministry at Grace was certainly a 
highlight for me in 2017. The day was perfect. I was very touched by the many kind 
(and humorous) words, the beautiful quilted stole presented by the Session, the fun 
Dr. Suess-like crochet tree sweater in the courtyard, the tasty reception, and the very 
generous financial gift. There is a reason why Bob Williams stayed for 32 years, 
Charie Reid stayed for 40, and I am still here after 25 years. You are very good to 
and gracious with your pastors. Thank you very much.  Keep up the good work and 
we will be fortunate to keep Karen Hastings-Flegel for many years. It has been a 
delight to work with all these pastoral colleagues. In addition to them I must add a 
word of appreciation for our Office Manager, Judy Williams. She enhances our 
ministry in countless ways, from her welcoming presence, scheduling oversight, 
graphic productions, etc. etc. 

 
At the top of my joys of 2017 was Dick Carll agreeing to be our church treasurer 

for another 20 years. He assumed that at 90 years old it was time to retire. When I 
told him that “80 is the new 65 which means that at 90 he was only 72 and that he 
wouldn’t reach 90 until he was 110” he agreed to continue in this role. We have been 
served faithfully by Dick for over 30 years. With the guidance of Linda Neyer the 
accounting has been computerized for many years. Added to the two of them is 
Jennifer Wallace, our financial secretary. Together they make a marvelous team. We 
are in competent hands when it comes to the daily accounting of our finances. Dick is 
also a strong advisor for our Endowment, Bequest, Investment Committee. 

 
As I reflect on 2017 I am grateful for the many people who keep us rolling along 

with quality music in worship; great outreach through Rossmoor Friends of Grace; 
concerts and special programs such as book presentations and the Advent Tea. We 
have had a steady Sunday Morning Study and Discussion group, the Presbyterian 
Women remain active and Bob Williams leads the Men’s Club. We have also 
provided three day retreats for further inspiration. We have added to that a few new 
things like celebrating Martin Luther with a Readers’ Theatre (thanks to Karen 
Hastings-Flegel), a new class on Whole Foods Plant Based Eating (thanks to Leslee 
Prahl), a Lectio Divina prayer group (thanks to Jay Kim), and sending a large 
contingency to a 5 day contemplative retreat at Lake Tahoe. And we have been 
staying relevant by discussing Racism and How to Confront Hate. Our local focus on 
mission allowed us to support the Trinity Homeless Center and two refugee families 
sponsored by Catholic Charities. This annual report is filled with many more 
examples of our engaging ministry and I am extremely grateful for the large and 
small contributions that make all these things possible. 

 
Reta Wilcox diligently serves as the Clerk of Session and her annual report 

names members who have died this year as well as people who have joined our 
community. As the Brief Statement of Faith says, “In life and in death we belong to 
God.” While this is true the holes that we experience with the loss of the loved ones 
are not simply erased. With gratitude we grieve. And we are very grateful for 
newcomers who affirm our ministry through their presence. Their new vision, energy, 
and insights will help to direct our future. 

 
For 25 years I have been very fortunate to call Grace Presbyterian Church home. 

Thank you for making it a wonderful place to live, love, and serve. May our ministry 

together give glory to God in 2018. 
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It is a privilege and joy to be your Associate Pastor of Music and Pastoral 
Care!  Grace is a wonderful place!  As associate pastor, I visited many people at home, in 
the hospital, and at other healthcare facilities. I served Home Communion with various 
elders and deacons.  Grief Group at Grace (our grief support group) has met every week 
for more than a year now. Jean Irvine and Joy Maynes are assistant leaders. On 
December 21, the church held its 2

nd
 annual “Blue Christmas” service.   

 

 Other aspects of my pastoral ministry included co-leading Communion, occasional 
preaching, leading an anointing service, leading worship at Kindred Care Rehabilitation, 
officiating at a memorial service, attending meetings and Presbytery, being part of the 
Retreat Team, and helping plan Roger’s Silver Jubilee celebration (his 25th Anniversary 
as Pastor at Grace). I also enjoyed participating in various Presbyterian Women activities.  
I taught a class on the Book of Confessions.  Roger, Bethallyn Black, and I team taught a 
course on environmental stewardship, called God’s World – Humanity’s Home, assisted 
by Pat Devine-Cummings. Marlene Hall and I co-led the Earth Care Team that grew out of 
this series.  I directed the No Stress No Fuss Christmas Pageant.  Rosalyn Cannelora, 
Carol King, Kris Ludwigsen, Sharon Lyons, Roger Reaber, and Ruby Tuttle read the 
poems this year.  My study leave included two classes (“Building and Maintaining 
Boundaries in Ministry” and “Counseling Grief Clients”) and an organists’ convention. I 
also attended a Presbytery workshop called “Racism, Power, & Dominance in the US and 
the Church.” I participate in the “Journey Groups” program, which Grace helps support.  
This includes two retreats, spiritual direction, different spiritual practices, and monthly 
small group meetings.  

 

 Fran Whipple, who was an excellent Handbell Choir Director, retired at the end of 
2016.  Since then, I have directed the Bell Choir.  We surprised Fran with a tribute in 
February.  The Chancel Choir and Bell Choir had two joint potlucks. Trumpeter Steve 
Gileno and professional singers joined the Choir for the Easter Sunday music. The Bell 
Choir and Chancel Choir (without paid professionals) presented beautiful music for the 
Christmas Eve candlelight service.  The theme was “Christmas Around the World.”  
Copious thanks to Choir and Bell Choir members, soloists, and organists/pianists Dick 
Carll and Julie Kim.  Special thanks to pianists, Julia Linde and Julie Kim, who played 
beautiful pre-service music for many weeks. All these people are vital to our music 
ministry! Both choirs are a joy to direct. Grace hosted several community concerts. Liz 
Bradner and Joy Maynes organized Christmas caroling in the new neighborhood and at 
two senior residences.    

    

For me, this year’s highlight was our celebration of the 500
th
 Anniversary of the 

Reformation, with a Readers’ Theater play, “The Monk Who Shook the World.” Susan 
Blair created a wonderful set featuring the doors of the Wittenberg Castle Church. Actors 
were Sara Allen, Susan Blair, Marjorie Bradley, Rosalyn Cannelora, Madelyn Coccoz, 
Dave Fellner, Bob Flegel, Timothy Hamilton, Meg Keeley, Jon Littig, Mary Ann Littig, Gail 
Peterson, Roger Reaber, Reta Wilcox, and Jan Zimmerman.     

 

Chancel Choir:  Sara Allen, Diana Barkley, Susan Blair, Liz Bradner, Rosalyn 
Cannelora, Rita Chorné, Karen Davis, Dave Fellner, Timothy Hamilton, Lorraine Hoey, 
Linda Hohenfeldt, Dave Johnson, Meg Keeley, Gail Peterson, Rosemary Stelz, Myra 
Swallow, Allen Teagle, Fran Whipple, Nora Wu.  Handbell Choir:  Sara Allen, Diana 
Barkley, June Bechtel, Susan Blair, Madelyn Coccoz, Linda Hohenfeldt, Meg Keeley, Julie 
Kim, Insun Lee, Mary Ann Littig, Judie Moore, Wendy Neale, Marcia Peterson, Carol 
Pierce, Maryanne Sanchez, Jan Zimmerman.  Soloists & Instrumentalists:  Diana Barkley, 
Richard Carll, Madelyn Coccoz, Karen Davis, Tom Deans-Flegel, Jeremy Flegel, Timothy 
Hamilton, Lorraine Hoey, Meg Keeley, Hayin Kim, Julie Kim, Jennifer Kwock-Lau, Julia 
Linde, Carol Parker, Roger Reaber, Kwangho Seo, Fran Whipple, Kate Ye. 

 

          In Christ’s love, Karen 
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MISSION STATEMENT  (2007) 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, with open minds and hearts, 
we celebrate and share the love of Jesus Christ, 

and are instruments of God’s grace, justice, and peace. 
 

WELCOME STATEMENT (2011) 
 

We welcome and celebrate all who worship with us— 

the young and the old, the rich and the poor, 

the gay and the straight, the strong and the weak, 

the meek and the brave— 

and though we are different one from another, 

we are united in loving and praising God 

and in loving each other. 

 
VISION STATEMENT  (2007) 

 

TOGETHER WE: 
• Deepen our faith in Jesus Christ through worship, study, fellowship, 

and mission. 
• Exemplify and offer the good news of Jesus to our neighbors. 
• Offer hospitality, nurture, and empowerment. 
• Provide a comprehensive ministry with/by seniors, which respects and 

addresses the various stages and issues of growing older in Christ. 
• Welcome younger adults, teenagers, and children in a ministry that enlivens 

their Christian Discipleship. 
• Are in close collaboration with other faith and secular organizations to 

address social needs within our local community and throughout the world. 
• Pursue excellence in all that we do as we glorify God through faithful 

stewardship seen in sharing our time, talents, and treasures. 
 
 

CORE VALUES  (2008) 
 

1. Growing and Sharing the Faith 
2. Outreach to the Community and Beyond 
3. Developing an Extended Family 

 
 

OUR ASPIRATION  (2008) 
 

Grace Church makes a significant positive impact on the lives of its 
members and friends, and on the life of its community. 

 
Grace Church is a thriving congregation, showing a growing membership, 

increasing community recognition, and financial stability. 
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The overall goal of our ministry, established by our Session, is “to effectively share the love of  
Jesus Christ and invite others into deepening discipleship and active participation in the life  
of our community of faith.”  Each Department, and the Board of Deacons, has specific goals and 
strategies to fulfill this overall goal.   

ENCOURAGES members and 

friends to contribute time, talent, and 
treasure, as well as to articulate the love 
of God and extend invitations to others to 
participate in our community of faith.  

Discipleship    

/  

INSPIRES members and friends to 
deepen their faith in Jesus Christ 
through worship and study.   
Worship & Education  
(Passionate Worship/Intentional  
Faith Development) 

SEEKS, welcomes, and integrates 
visitors and members, and enhances 
their lives through a variety of group 
experiences.   

Discipleship  (Radical Hospitality) 

MANAGES its finances and 
property with integrity to attract and 
benefit members, friends, donors, and 
community partners.   

Business    (Extravagant Generosity) 

RESPONDS to social justice 
issues locally, nationally and globally 
with compassion and support.   

Witness & Ministry      

(Risk-taking Mission & Service) 

MINISTERS to those who are in 
need, to the sick, to the friendless 
and to any who may be in distress. 
Deacons   
(Deliberate Congregational Care) 

COMMUNICATES with the congregation 
and the community to encourage dialogue and 
enhancement of our ministry.  Session  
(5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations) 

1. Create a vision of ministry and mission 
which is intentionally interpreted to the 
members and friends of Grace Church. 

2. Enhance worship experiences and 
opportunities to attract, inspire, and further 
the spiritual growth of people. 

3. Offer and advertise a variety of adult 
education opportunities which will nourish 
our membership and be attractive to non-
members. 

4. Upgrade the facilities to improve our 
profile and safety; and develop a Capital 
Improvement Plan. 

5. Implement a marketing plan to attract 
visitors and maintain membership. 

6. Provide small groups and larger 
celebrations to communicate and advance 
our values and ministry. 

7. Practice faithful stewardship with property 
and finances and provide innovative 
stewardship appeals with an integrated 
calendar to support our annual budget, 
mission support, and facility upgrades. 

8. Interpret national and global mission 
and work with local organizations to invite 
greater active participation of our members 
and friends. 

9. Enhance recognition of members to 
acknowledge faithful volunteerism and 
invite other contributions. 
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GOAL 
Encourages members and friends to contribute time, talent, and treasure -- and to 
articulate God’s love in our community of faith. Seeks, welcomes, and integrates 
visitors and members by enhancing their lives through a variety of group experiences. 
(Radical Hospitality). 
 
 STRATEGIES AND RESULTS 

•  Expansion of programs to attract new members (Outreach and Fellowship): 
Rossmoor Friends of Grace (RFOG) continues to improve our visibility and 
outreach to the Rossmoor Community. In 2017 three events were held in 
Rossmoor and another took place at the Grace campus, a Memorial Day Picnic 
and Concert co-sponsored with Grace Church. 

• We continue to have new members of Grace come to us through RFOG events. 
And some serve on the RFOG Planning Committee. 

•  Discipleship also encourages and supports other outreach efforts of the 
congregation, including the Advent Tea, Concerts, Speaking Engagements, Day 
Retreats (three per year), Veteran’s Programs, and the annual Hymn Sing. 

•  Sunday Fellowship Time is supported through 13 hosting teams and 
coordinated by Sonja Luscher.  

•  In 2017 we welcomed 8 new members into our community. 

•  On October 13 we sponsored the Harvest Thank You Dinner with Witness and 
Ministry to thank our generous givers of time, talent and treasure. Freddie 
Delamain was the chef and Sharon Lyons led and recruited set-up and serving 
volunteers. 

 
STEWARDSHIP 
Our annual stewardship campaign “Joyful Giving Because I’m In: invited, inspired, 
involved, influential” had an initial goal of $247,752. It is believed that we will reach 
about $220,000. Adjustments to the budget will be made due to this shortfall.  
 
Our Summer Facility Campaign enabled us to install security cameras and replace 
broken light fixtures. Also we added lighting in the Oak Room entrance and replaced 
damaged blinds.  
 
Honorees of the Month were recognized in worship and in the monthly newsletter. 
This year we honored: Rosalyn Cannelora, Kathie Paul, Doris Gerber and  
Joy Maynes.  
 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
Carol King (chair), Freddie Delamain, and Elizabeth Bradner 

 

Submitted by Carol King 
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GOAL 
Advance the Discipleship Department’s commitment to extend invitations to others to 
participate in our community of faith, with the goal of increasing our membership. 
Below is a partial listing of special events that we helped sponsor in 2017: 
  

February 10 Hans Heischler Organ Concert  

February 13  RFOG, “A Valentine Social” with operatic singer David Chavez 

March 4 Day Retreat: “A Time to Mourn, A Time to Dance” 

March 11  Crab Feed benefiting Children’s ministries  

March 20 PW Luncheon, including “Tales from the Family Tree” by Reta Wilcox  

March 31 Play “Born Yesterday” by Vagabond Players 

May 7 Harmony Singers Concert 

May 29 Memorial Day Picnic and Concert (RFOG and Grace Church) 

June 3 Day Retreat, “Lift Up Your Prayers” 

June 25 Author Margaret Zhao presentation     

August 28 RFOG,  “Days Gone By” with the What 4 Barbershop Quartet 

October 23 RFOG, “Halloween Spooktacular” with Bingo and prizes 

October 28 Day Retreat, “Sacred the Body” 

November 13 Veteran’s Concert and reception with the Ashmolean Singers          

December 2 Advent Tea and Program, with the Madrigal Singers of Northgate 

December 10  “You’re in It” Christmas Pageant during Sunday Worship 

December 10 Ashmolean Christmas Concert 

 

THANKS TO 
The Discipleship Department thanks the members and friends who supported our 
efforts by participating in events and praying for our success. Thank you for helping 
us reach beyond our front door by inviting visitors into our community. 
 

ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
Carol King (chair), Freddie Delamain, and Elizabeth Bradner 

 

Submitted by Carol King 
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GOAL 
Manage the finances and property of Grace Church with integrity to attract and 
benefit members, friends, donors and the community. 
  
STRATEGIES 
Continue to upgrade the campus by managing the renovations and maintenance of 
buildings and grounds. 
  
RESULTS 
The 2017 Facility campaign was Lights, Camera, Action. The work on the following 
projects was completed as a result of that campaign. 
 

• Window treatments (new blinds) in Fireside room—Carol Parker 
• Security cameras were installed throughout the campus—Dave Fellner 
• Lights in Oak room and electrical work in Fireside room—Earnie Cunningham 

 
A honey bee infestation was removed from the Fireside Room. Repairs have begun 
in the chimney area, ceiling and roof. The facade of the fireplace was removed and 
later put back into place. These repairs will continue into 2018. 
 
Enhancements to the Memorial Garden were made including landscaping rock, new 
plants, a bench was cleaned and re-stained, and a new watering system. 
 
Large Oak trees were trimmed of dead branches making the church and preschool 
areas safer. 
 
The door handle in Library was repaired. 
 
Lights outside the parking. 
 
The tall ladder was replaced.  
 
  
THANKS TO 
• Volunteers who helped throughout the year with a special thank you to Don 

Lyons for efforts in helping maintain our facilities and the boys of Troop 302 for 
their help. 

• Donors who contributed to our overall budget and special funds for  
various projects 

• Dick Carll, our treasurer, and Linda Neyer, our assistant treasurer 

• Judy Williams, our Office Manager, for managing the facility use of many groups 
within and beyond our Church activity and keeping us informed. 

• The Endowment, Bequest, Investment Committee: Bob Smayda, Dave Fellner 
and Liz Bradner. Bill Keeley joins the committee in 2018 as Bob completes his 
term. 

  
 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
  Carol Parker (Chair), Dave Fellner, and Earie Cunningham 

 

       Submitted by Carol Parker 
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GOAL 
Respond to social justice issues locally, nationally and globally, and to do so with compassion 
and support. 
 

STRATEGIES 
The department informs the congregation of church-wide mission programs supported by our 
mission budget.  It seeks to extend the reach of Grace’s generosity and to establish a thoughtful 
balance of giving to the three areas described above.   
 

RESULTS 
This year’s Mission Budget totaled $50,000 and included support of, to name only some: 
 

• Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition (CCIC) 

• Contra Costa Interfaith Housing (CCIH) 

• Trinity Center 

• Contra Costa Food Bank 

• Meals on Wheels and Senior Outreach Services 

• Westminster Woods Camp & Conference Center (North Bay Fire Relief) 

• Presbytery of San Francisco Deacons Fund 

• San Francisco Theological Seminary 

• Redwoods Presbytery (North Bay Fire Relief) 

• Synod of the Pacific Mission Programs 

• General Assembly Mission Programs 

• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 

• Pilgrims of Ibillin (Father Chacour’s Schools in Palestine) 
 

In addition to financial assistance, we have engaged in personal support: assisting in meal 
preparation at the Trinity Center Homeless Shelter, gathering backpacks and school supplies, 
organizing volunteers to pack and deliver food to school children on break and a benefit concert 
with speakers to support efforts in refugee resettlement. 
 

To educate members about denominational special offerings, we have provided information 
through newsletters and “Minutes for Mission” focused on One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Pentecost, Global Witness & Peacemaking, and Christmas/Joy.  
 

This past year the Presbytery of San Francisco sent each congregation a check for $5,000 with 
the charge:  “use this for mission in your local community.”  After much thought we felt we could 
best use these funds in support of existing groups addressing social justice issues; Session 
agreed and 5 groups will offer informational presentations in 2018 and receive $1,000 each to 
encourage their efforts. 
  

An “Earth Care Team,” has completed a preliminary study and is applying to be certified as an 
Earth Care Congregation. 
 

Members of the department assisted at community concerts, the Crab Feed and the Harvest 
Dinner and completed the year promoting the Christmas Giving Tree. 
 
THANKS TO 
Sincere thanks to the many members and friends of Grace Church who gave generously of 
time, talents and financial support.  It is a privilege to serve on this department and to work to 
meet the needs of other members of God’s family. 
 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
Marlene Hall (chair), Sharon Lyons, Joy Maynes, Bob Flegel 
 
         Submitted by Marlene Hall 
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GOAL 
To inspire members and friends of the congregation at Grace Church to deepen their Faith in Jesus 
Christ through worship and study of the word of God. 
 
WORSHIP 

• Worship was celebrated each Sunday at 10:00am, with Communion the First Sunday of Each 
month. Communion is observed at the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

• Grace held the second annual “No Fuss Christmas Pageant” where members of the 
congregation, visiting families and friends participated in the story of Mary and Joseph in 
Bethlehem. Costumes and dialogue provided through Karen's keen production. 

• We joined, with our ATC sister congregation, in World Communion Sunday on October 1. 

• Earth Day Celebration was joyous with Grace Preschool participating in Sunday service. 

• Ash Wednesday was held in the Sanctuary as an in-the-round setting. Maundy Thursday was 
observed with a pot-luck supper and an evening service. 

• A Blessing of the Animals took place in October. 

• Reformation Sunday was celebrated with a play about Martin Luther. 

• Rev. Roger and Rev. Karen recognized the stress the holidays may bring with a intimate “Blue 
Christmas” worship service in December. 

• Visiting pastors preached several times, offering the congregation new perspectives. Karen 
preached several times, usually when Roger was on vacation. 

• We appreciate the profound leadership of Karen Hasting-Flegel as the Music Director/Associate 
Pastor. Karen is the Chancel Choir Director, Organist, Pianist, and the Bell/Chime Director. 

 

EDUCATION 
• Sunday Adult Education/Study programs were offered. These include: The Way: Walking in the 

Footsteps of Jesus, Caring for God’s Creation, Waking up White, and a study honoring the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. Sermon discussions were held on Sunday mornings when 
studies were on break. 

• Wednesday Bible Study was reorganized to be subject specific rather than a discussion of the 
upcoming Sunday sermon. In April there was a class on the book of revelation, and in June a 
study of 1 Corinthians. 

• Successful Aging presented several informative education programs which were presented by 
guest speakers. 

• Three Day Retreats were held on Saturdays to welcome the surrounding community and to offer 
meaningful spiritual growth. The retreat team: Roger Reaber, Karen Hastings-Flegel, Leslee Prahl, 
Gail Peterson, Julia Linde, Joy Maynes, Rosalyn Cannelora, and Jon Littig. 

• Pastor Emeritus Bob Williams led the monthly Men's Club meetings to discuss topics and 
educate one another about issues in the present day arena. 

• As many as ten children at one time attended worship this last year. Guidance and leadership 
was offered by our Sunday/Nursery School team; Louise Milford, Marlene Hall, Lavenia Black, 
Bethallyn Black, and Daniel Rogers. 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MADE WORSHIP & EDUCATION MEANINGFUL IN 2017: 
To the Deacons, who's devotion to providing Communion elements, note ministry, phone ministry and 
outreach to members, much appreciation. To Jan Zimmerman, Jon Littig, and Louise Milford who 
made sure our candelabra are ready to light up the Sanctuary every Sunday. To Sunday ushers, and 
to Pat Hansen, for recruiting them each week. To Julie Kim and Dick Carll for offering their musical 
talents. To Fran Whipple who recruited the Sunday liturgists. To Susan Blair and Carol Parker for 
preparing banners and liturgical art. To Rita Chorné for her many years of managing the flowers for 
the Sanctuary, with special attention to the Advent decorations and Easter Celebrations. 
 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
Jan Zimmerman (Chair), Jon Littig, Susan Blair 
 

Submitted by Jan Zimmerman 
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GOAL 
Deacons shall minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless and to 
any who may be in distress. They shall be responsible for other duties as may be 
assigned to them by Session. 
  
STRATEGIES 

•  Continue caring ministry to support and encourage our membership. 

•  Fulfill other responsibilities; oversee Deacons funds and mission-giving. 
  

 RESULTS 

•  The Parish Caring Phone Program continued with each deacon calling 
church  members. 

•  Communion elements were prepared, candles were filled, and eldersand 
deacons accompanied the pastors on Home Communion visitations. 

•  Memorial reception services were provided. 

•  Memorial gifts have been acknowledged through hand-written cards. 

•  Note cards were sent to shut-ins, those hospitalized, or in need. 

•  The needs of the Food Bank were kept before the congregation as well 

as $100 in food cards were made available monthly to Contra Costa Interfaith 
Coalition for the Fourth Week Food Program. 

•  Local Mission funds were disbursed to C.C. Food Bank, CCIC Food cards, and 
other Food banks in our community. 

  
THANKS TO 
We are grateful to Sonja Luscher who organizes memorial service receptions and to 
the deacons who helped: Sally Day, Mary Ann Littig, Louise Milford, Jane Burkland, 
Kathy Andersen, and Pat Hansen. 
  
DEACONS RESPONSIBLE 

•  Mary Ann Littig and Sally Day, Co-Moderators 

•  Betty Adams, Secretary 

•  Emergency/Disaster preparedness, Session Liaison, not assigned 

•  Kathie Paul, Sally Day, Dorothy Miller-Nelson, Kathy Anderson,Communion 
Preparation 

•  Dorothy Miller-Nelson, Home Communion Recruitment 

•  Pat Devine Cummings, Pat Hansen, Hymnal Board Monitor 

•  Pat Hansen, Food Barrel Ministry 

•  Kathie Paul, Pat Hansen Memorial Gifts Recognition 

•  Kathie Paul, Caring Note Card Ministry 

•  Mary Ann Littig, Nominating Committee 

•  Kathie Paul, Jane Burkland, Caring Notes 

•  Louise Milford, Pat Hansen, Candle Filling 
                                                                    
  
                                                                                     Submitted by Mary Ann Littig 



 

16 

 

 

GOAL to offer fellowship, education, and to be leaders assuring all women in our 
organization have opportunities to grow and mature in their faith. 

STRATGIES 
The Women of Grace offered one luncheon during 2017.  The purpose of the luncheon 
is to offer an educational program, provide fellowship among the circle members, and 
introduce potential new members to the circles. The annual Advent Tea is a gift to the 
community. The purpose is to celebrate the season and invite church and community 
members to a lovely free event to introduce them to Grace Church. The tea continues to 
be one of the biggest events of the church calendar year.   

CIRCLES 
Esther and Susanna Circles met once a month from September through June.  

The leader of Esther Circle continued to be Janyce Gerber, although she was ill for part of the 
year. Esther met on the second Tuesday at 11:45.  (The meeting time of Esther was changed 
at the end of 2017 to begin at 10:00 AM.) Susanna Circle was moderated by Betsy Williams. 
Susanna members met the second Friday of each month at 9:30 AM. Lavenia Black 
continued to lead the bible study for both circles. Pastor Karen provided significant support to 
both groups. In the Fall of 2017 the following people were added to the leadership team: Co-
leaders: Louise Milford (Susanna) and Jan Zimmerman (Esther); Co-treasurer Betty Adams. 

Needlers, a knitting craft group, met on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Mondays at 11:00. They created 

hundreds of small projects including scarves for our service people, lap robes for shut-
ins and layettes and scarves for Bay Area Crisis Nursery. The Needlers continued to be 
a significant mission force in the church.  This September, some of the group 
participated in the creation of the “Celebration Tree”, a yarn art installation in honor of 
Roger’s 25th anniversary as pastor. 

RESULTS 
• The March luncheon and program featured Reta Wilcox who presented, “Tales from 

the Family Tree, Writing Your Family Stories.” Reta, a church member, has been 
writing and documenting her family history through stories and photographs and has 
become a resident expert on the topic. This event was attended by about 50 people, a 
larger than usual crowd. 

• The annual Advent Tea was presented in December. The program was by the Northgate 
Madrigals, an a capella group. They have performed numerous times for this event and 
their talent and charm never disappoints. The PW was pleased to honor Barbara Odell 
with the annual life membership award. Rita Chorné organized the decorating and both 
circles contributed cookies and sandwiches. All circle members and the board 
volunteered their time for the many jobs it takes to make the tea happen. The event was 
attended by about 120 guests from the church and the community. 

 

THANKS TO 
Our volunteers: leaders, teachers, board members, organizers, decorators, cooks, 
kitchen crew, bakers, table setters, cleaning crew, hostesses, study leaders and to the 
attendees of our events. Special thanks to Sonja Luscher for her expertise with catering 
and event planning, and to Rita Chorné for her tireless efforts and decorating expertise. 
Thanks also to the supportive Grace Church staff.  

LEADERS RESPONSIBLE 
The 2017 Coordinating Team was, Co-moderators: Betsy Williams, Louise Milford 
(Susanna) and Janyce Gerber, Jan Zimmerman (Esther)  Co-treasurers: Mary Ann Littig, 
Betty Adams; Studies: Lavenia Black;  Member at Large: Diana Barkley. 

Submitted by the Leadership Team 
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Grace Cooperative Preschool enjoyed a wonderful year in 2017 as families worked 
together to strengthen our school’s commitment to the environment, build our 
community and continued our honored events and traditions. 

Grace has been working hard over the past few years to deepen our commitment 
to “go green” and teach the children to be responsible patrons of the planet. We 
supported the environment through school projects and field trips, our Earth Day 
celebration and continued effort to reduce the use of plastics throughout the entire 
school during snack time.  Grace Preschool was lucky enough to visit the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium as a field trip this year which enriched the ocean program 
the children were enjoying at school.  Earth Day has become a cherished tradition 
with families and the community as we all enjoy the children’s singing at the 
Sunday service. We are thankful to be included and join in this celebration. 

During the course of the year, a neighboring preschool came to us with a request 
for rare AB- blood donations and platelets for a small child battling cancer.  The 
Grace community was able to find nearly a dozen donors in a week’s time to 
contribute to the list for the little girl’s cause.  This was an amazing show of support 
for the community and a true example of compassion when friends of friends and 
strangers alike were willing to step up to try to lessen the burden on another.  The 
four year old continues to battle and her family and school have repeatedly 
expressed enormous gratitude for the Grace community.  We are thankful to be a 
part of this wonderfully empathetic group! 

In February, we held our successful Pancake Breakfast.  Our theme was “Sing It 
Loud”, and children and families worked hard to turn the Oak Room into a musical 
wonderland.  Children were able to bring their favorite songs to life with lyrics and 
artwork from familiar tunes lining the walls and adorning the tables.  Funds raised 
from the pancake breakfast were used to support our wonderful music program, 
tuition assistance and purchase some shiny new wagons for the kids to enjoy 
outdoors.  We are so grateful to all of the Church members who attend the 
pancake breakfast and support our school during this event. 

We feel so lucky to have so many amazing volunteers from the Church who help 
us out in the classroom.  The MWF children continue to develop their ‘español’ 
with Miss Charie each week and enjoy the time spent expanding their horizons 
with a new dialect. A fan favorite for the children is always music class with 
Lavenia Black. This is enjoyed by all of the children and families as little voices 
sing along and develop a love of music. Santa visited Grace again this year, with 
many thanks to Dave Fellner, who wore the red suit.  Judy Williams provided our 
school with great support in the office with many of our needs.  Grace Preschool is 
also so grateful for the ongoing support from Roger Reaber, and the many Church 
volunteers who support us.  We thank you for everything you do for us!  We 
appreciate you! 

 

 Submitted by Laura Handley 

 Board President 2017-2018 
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LEGACY SOCIETY 
  

Grace Presbyterian Church expresses grateful thanks to past, present and future 
donors of major gifts, bequests and endowments. Their thoughtful contemplation of 

our church's future needs, and their generous commitment to extend their faith, 
influence and support beyond their lifetimes is sincerely appreciated. 

 
 

PAST DONORS  
 

This list includes major gifts, bequests and planned gifts already established. 
 
 

 
 

FUTURE  DONORS and LIFE GIFT CONTRIBUTORS 
   

This list includes those who have notified 
the church of their future intentions. 

  

Anonymous 

John & Joan Larsen 

Don & Sharon Lyons 

Mary Ann Sanchez 

Reta Wilcox 
 Bob & Betsy Williams 

 
 

June Allen 

Earl & Judy Bardin 

Frances Baugh 

Dorothy & Thornton Beall 

Hazel Bearss 

Carol Bergesen 

Dulcie Blume 

Max & Gene Brewen 

Joyce Call 

Charles Smith & Marion Cramer 

Dorothy Crawford 

Emil Danielson 

Warren Eukel 

Carl & Betty Fisher 

Jeff & Fran Foster 

Florence & Archie Furr 

Dorothy Gans 

Janyce Gerber 

Charles & Irene Guntz 

Eleana Lass 

Paul Martina 

Harvey McCammon 

Jackie McConnell 

Mabel Milhan 

Ginnie Millson 

H. Marshall Pitney 

William Sargent 

Charles & Marjorie Schlegel 

Dorothy Stacey 

Gordon Studebaker  

Jean Surdyk 

Bea Tillotson 

Heidi Wagner 

Victoria Young 
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard, Walnut Creek, CA 94595 

925-935-2100, www.gracewc.org 
Email: gracepreschurchwc@gmail.com 
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Jan. 14 3PM Glenn Staller 
Guitar Concert 

 
Jan. 29 1PM RFOG Social 

Ukulele Music with Rossmoor Ukulele Club 
 
Feb. 23    7 PM Hans Hielscher 

Organ Concert  
 
Feb. 24 Preschool Pancake Breakfast 
 
Feb. 25  3 PM Altruism Book Presentation 

Author Sam Oliner  
 
Mar. 3   9:30 AM Day Retreat 

Growing in Hope 
 
Mar. 18   3 PM Concert by the 

Fremont Christian School                                        
 
Mar 19       12 PM Luncheon & Program 
 
Mar. 29      6 PM Maundy Thursday Potluck    

7 PM Worship Service 
 
Apr. 1 10 AM Worship, Easter Sunday 
 
Apr. 15 10 AM Earth Day Worship  

with Grace Cooperative Preschool 
 
Apr. 29 3 PM Concert with 

Harpist Dominique Piana   
  
May 28 12 PM Church & RFOG at Grace Memorial Day 

Picnic & Concert 

 


