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Membership as of 1/1/2016  172 

Deaths through December 31, 2016    9     
 
Other Losses through December 31, 2016  13 
(Members who were removed from rolls at  
their request or due to extended inactivity.)  
 
Gains .December 31, 2016  11 
(active 7, affiliate 4) 
 
Active Members as of December 31, 2016  157 

Affiliate Members as of December 31, 2016  6 

Membership as of December 31, 2016  163 

 
 

We remember and celebrate the resurrection of 
 those members of Grace who died in 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very pleased to welcome 11 new members 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Reta Wilcox 
Clerk of Session 

 

Anne Bergera  
Elizabeth Bradner 

Robert Flegel 
Jay Kim 
Julie Kim 

Charles Murray 

Raglan Tuttle 

Allen Teagle (affiliate) 
Elise Teagle (affiliate) 
Mary Munsell (affiliate)  
Jean Irvine (affiliate) 

Patricia Dowrie 
Lois King 

Mary Owens 
Tom Martin 

Patricia McCarthy 

Charles Murray 
Dolores Rogers 
June Smikahl  

Florence Stephenson 
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“A Year of Gratitude” was the church theme for 2016. It was initially presented to 
the elders and deacons at their joint January meeting/retreat. It was then shared with 
the congregation and from there we allowed it to shape our gatherings and our 
ministry. The theme was obvious for our Thank-You/Harvest Dinner which led into 
our “Grateful Generosity” stewardship program for 2017. And at the last Session 
meeting for the year I looked at those gathered and was filled with deep gratitude for 
the fine people who serve and lead this congregation. There is much to celebrate at 
Grace. 

 

Throughout this annual report you will come across names of members, staff, 
and friends of the church who contribute to our ministry. I am thankful for all who 
generously give of their time, talents, and treasures. Not evident in this report are the 
endless acts of random kindness that fill our community. Every small compassionate 
act of one member caring for another is an expression of the love of God. We are 
truly part of a grace-filled community. 

 

This congregation loves fine music and we have been blessed with the 
leadership of Karen Hastings-Flegel as our Music Director/Organist. I am thankful 
that we have also recognized that she is filled with other gifts such as providing 
pastoral care, teaching and preaching. I am thankful for the vision of the Session, 
and the openness and generosity of our membership which has allowed us to call her 
to be the Associate Pastor at Grace.  Her primary responsibilities are music and 
pastoral care.  This calling clearly aligns with her gifts. We are blessed to have Karen 
live out her ministry with us. 

 

There is a reason why I am only the second head of staff at Grace Church in 
over 58 years.  You take good care of your pastors.  Bob Williams and Charie Reid 
can also testify to this. I feel your encouragement through daily interactions and the 
prayer support that is offered. In 2016 you also gave me a month sabbatical enabling 
me to attend two preaching conferences and enjoy other adventures. Thank you very 
much. 

 

Our gratitude helps us to name our many blessings and resources we have to 
share with others. Grace Church continues to financially support those in need and 
agencies that are making a difference, from Let’s Feed the Kids in Richmond to the 
Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County, to Presbyterian Global Missions. And we 
share our property with such groups as the Parkinson’s Support Network, 
Cooperative Preschool, Alcoholics Anonymous, Boy Scouts, and many more… 

 

Psalm 100 tells us to “enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with 
praise. Give thanks to God and bless God’s name.” May gratitude continue to shape 
us and inspire faithful living in Christ’s name. 

 
 
                           Blessings, Roger 
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People of Grace Church, thank you infinitely for calling me as your Associate 
Pastor of Music and Pastoral Care!  Twelve years after entering seminary, it was a 
holy and joyful experience for me to be ordained and installed in September (3 and 24, 
respectively).  It has been a privilege to make pastoral care visits, and I look forward to 
many more in 2017.  On November 2, I started a grief support group called Grief 
Group at Grace.  It meets every week.  Jean Irvine, Joy Maynes, and MJ Palley are 
assistant leaders.  On December 21, the church had a “Blue Christmas” service 
commemorating the Longest Night of the year and acknowledging that Christmastime 
is often not happy for those mourning or alone.    

 
Other aspects of my pastoral ministry included serving Communion, preaching 

occasionally, assistant teaching in Robert Flegel’s Psalms class, officiating at a 
Rossmoor wedding, and attending meetings. I have enjoyed becoming more involved 
in the Women of Grace activities, including both circles. 

 
 Musically speaking, it was a good year.  The Chancel Choir is a joy to direct.  

Fran Whipple did a wonderful job leading the Handbell Choir.  The Bell Choir had a 
bell polishing party, and the Choir had a retreat.  Both groups had potlucks at the 
beginning and end of the choir season.  Trumpeter Steve Gileno and professional 
singers joined the Choir for the Easter Sunday music.  Professional singers joined the 
Choir again on Christmas Eve for 4 movements of Vivaldi’s Gloria, enhanced by an 
orchestra (recruited by Gail Peterson and Timothy Hamilton).  Many thanks to the 
Choir and Bell Choir members, the soloists, and to organists and pianists Richard Carll 
and Julie Kim.  Special thanks to pianist Julia Linde, who plays beautiful pre-service 
music each week.  All of these people are vital to our music ministry!  (See more 
specific names below.)  I taught sightsinging and bellringing classes.  Grace hosted 
several lovely concerts for the community.   

 
 For me, the highlight of the program year was the No Stress No Fuss Christmas 

Pageant on December 11.  Many people in the congregation—including 11 children—
came forward to portray Mary, Joseph, animals, angels, shepherds, and Wise 
Persons/Magi.  Marjorie Bradley, Dave Fellner, Marshall Tuttle, Ruby Tuttle, Brandon 
Wen, and Colin Wen read poems.  

 
Chancel Choir:  Diana Barkley, Susan Blair, Marjorie Bradley, Liz Bradner, 

Rosalyn Cannelora, Rita Chorné, Karen Davis, Dave Fellner, Timothy Hamilton, Kay 
Hatch, Linda Hohenfeldt, Julia Linde, Carol Parker, Gail Peterson, Marcia Peterson, 
Rosemary Stelz, Myra Swallow, Allen Teagle, Fran Whipple, Aline Wilson, Jim 
Woollett, Nora Wu.  Handbell Choir:  Diana Barkley, June Bechtel, Susan Blair, Linda 
Hohenfeldt, Julie Kim, Insun Lee, Mary Ann Littig, Judie Moore, Wendy Neale, Marcia 
Peterson, Maryanne Sanchez, Florence Stone, Aline Wilson, Jan Zimmerman.  
Soloists & Instrumentalists:  Richard Carll, Karen Davis, Timothy Hamilton, Karen 
Hastings-Flegel, Hayin Kim, Julie Kim, Julia Linde, Gail Peterson, Roger Reaber. 

 
 
      In Christ’s love, Karen  
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MISSION STATEMENT  (2007) 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, with open minds and hearts, 
we celebrate and share the love of Jesus Christ, 

and are instruments of God’s grace, justice, and peace. 
 

WELCOME STATEMENT (2011) 
 

We welcome and celebrate all who worship with us— 

the young and the old, the rich and the poor, 

the gay and the straight, the strong and the weak, 

the meek and the brave— 

and though we are different one from another, 

we are united in loving and praising God 

and in loving each other. 

 
VISION STATEMENT  (2007) 

 

TOGETHER WE: 
• Deepen our faith in Jesus Christ through worship, study, fellowship, 

and mission. 
• Exemplify and offer the good news of Jesus to our neighbors. 
• Offer hospitality, nurture, and empowerment. 
• Provide a comprehensive ministry with/by seniors, which respects and 

addresses the various stages and issues of growing older in Christ. 
• Welcome younger adults, teenagers, and children in a ministry that enlivens 

their Christian Discipleship. 
• Are in close collaboration with other faith and secular organizations to 

address social needs within our local community and throughout the world. 
• Pursue excellence in all that we do as we glorify God through faithful 

stewardship seen in sharing our time, talents, and treasures. 
 
 

CORE VALUES  (2008) 
 

1. Growing and Sharing the Faith 
2. Outreach to the Community and Beyond 
3. Developing an Extended Family 

 
 

OUR ASPIRATION  (2008) 
 

Grace Church makes a significant positive impact on the lives of its 
members and friends, and on the life of its community. 

 
Grace Church is a thriving congregation, showing a growing membership, 

increasing community recognition, and financial stability. 
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The overall goal of our ministry, established by our Session, is “to effectively share the love of  
Jesus Christ and invite others into deepening discipleship and active participation in the life  
of our community of faith.”  Each Department, and the Board of Deacons, has specific goals and 
strategies to fulfill this overall goal.   

ENCOURAGES members and 

friends to contribute time, talent, and 
treasure, as well as to articulate the love 
of God and extend invitations to others to 
participate in our community of faith.  

Discipleship    

/  

INSPIRES members and friends to 
deepen their faith in Jesus Christ 
through worship and study.   
Worship & Education  
(Passionate Worship/Intentional  
Faith Development) 

SEEKS, welcomes, and integrates 
visitors and members, and enhances 
their lives through a variety of group 
experiences.   

Discipleship  (Radical Hospitality) 

MANAGES its finances and 
property with integrity to attract and 
benefit members, friends, donors, and 
community partners.   

Business    (Extravagant Generosity) 

RESPONDS to social justice 
issues locally, nationally and globally 
with compassion and support.   

Witness & Ministry      

(Risk-taking Mission & Service) 

MINISTERS to those who are in 
need, to the sick, to the friendless 
and to any who may be in distress. 
Deacons   
(Deliberate Congregational Care) 

COMMUNICATES with the congregation 
and the community to encourage dialogue and 
enhancement of our ministry.  Session  
(5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations) 

1. Create a vision of ministry and mission 
which is intentionally interpreted to the 
members and friends of Grace Church. 

2. Enhance worship experiences and 
opportunities to attract, inspire, and further 
the spiritual growth of people. 

3. Offer and advertise a variety of adult 
education opportunities which will nourish 
our membership and be attractive to non-
members. 

4. Upgrade the facilities to improve our 
profile and safety; and develop a Capital 
Improvement Plan. 

5. Implement a marketing plan to attract 
visitors and maintain membership. 

6. Provide small groups and larger 
celebrations to communicate and advance 
our values and ministry. 

7. Practice faithful stewardship with property 
and finances and provide innovative 
stewardship appeals with an integrated 
calendar to support our annual budget, 
mission support, and facility upgrades. 

8. Interpret national and global mission 
and work with local organizations to invite 
greater active participation of our members 
and friends. 

9. Enhance recognition of members to 
acknowledge faithful volunteerism and 
invite other contributions. 
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STATEMENT OF THE GENERAL FUND FOR 2016 
 

Grace Church budgeted $392,361 for its General Fund in 2016. Total income  
for the budget program came to $370,054 and total expenses for the year were 
$379,178 leading to a $9,124 decrease in the bank balance.   
 
  Bank balance on 1/1/16  $   36,281.87 
  Church program receipts  $ 370,054.41 
  Church program expenses  $ 379,178.31 
  Bank balance on 12/31/16  $   27,157.97 
 
In addition, Grace Church handled $185,835 in receipts and $205,581 in expenses  
for special accounts and activities during the year. A large portion of the special 
accounts expenses was for important capital projects: $23,788 for the roofing of the 
sanctuary, $31,151 for the roof and floor of the Library, $11,707 to renovate the 
Memorial Garden, and $9,805 to remove decaying trees. At the end of year 2016, 
church bank accounts held $205,581 for these designated purposes, apart from the 
church program.  
 
 Church program receipts   Percent 
 Pledges for 2016 $230,687    62%  
 Other revenue $139,367    38% 
 Total $370,054  100% 
 
  Church program expenses 
   Local Program  $325,352    85% 
   General Mission  $  53,826    15%  
   Total    $379,178  100% 
 
The year 2016 saw a modest drop in the value of the church‘s investment holdings. 
The church withdrew $82,600 from the Investment Fund during the year. At the end 
of 2016 the fund included the Gemmer-Schwab Asset Management Fund, 
$798,050 and the United Presbyterian Foundation (UPC), $499,560. 
 
As recommended by EBIC (Endowments, Bequests, and Investments), $65,600 
was received from the Gemmer Fund, and $15,584 from UPC, for various church 
purposes. After allowing for these subtractions, the decline in market value of the 
holding was negligable. 
  
There is no outstanding indebtedness. 
 
 
 

      Submitted by Richard Carll  
  
 
 
      
Note:  Detailed copies of financial reports are available in the church office. 
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GOAL 
Manage the finances and property of Grace Church with integrity to attract and 
benefit members, friends, donors and the community. 
 
STRATEGIES 
Continue to upgrade the campus by managing the renovations and maintenance of 
buildings and grounds. 
 
RESULTS 

• Replaced leaking Sanctuary roof 

• Replaced leaking Library roof 

• Installed new flooring in the Library 

• Installed new fencing around the Memorial Garden 

• Began replanting of Memorial Garden 

• Upgraded lighting in parking lot behind Oak Room 

• Replaced failing Electrical Panels in Oak Room 

• Removed dry rot from Oak Room decking and replaced wood as needed 

• Removed dead or dying trees posing danger around campus 

• Started replanting area in front of Sanctuary 

• Completed annual review of financial records as called for by Presbytery 
guidelines 

• Additionally, we approved the salary and benefits for the Associate Pastor/
Music Director, Karen Hastings-Flegel 

• General Maintenance needs were addressed throughout the year. 

 
THANKS TO 

• Volunteers who helped throughout the year with a special thank you to 
Earnie Cunningham and Don Lyons for their efforts in helping maintain 
our facilities. 

• Donors who contributed to our overall budget and special funds for  
various projects 

• Dick Carll, our treasurer, and Linda Neyer, our assistant treasurer 

• Judy Williams, our Office Manager, for managing the facility use of many 
groups within and beyond our Church activity 

• The Endowment, Bequest, Investment Committee:   
Bob Smayda, Geraldine Rentz and Dave Fellner 

 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
Geraldine Rentz (Chair), Carol Parker, Dave Fellner 

 

Submitted by Geri Rentz 
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GOAL 
Encourages members and friends to contribute time, talent, and treasure, as well as 
to articulate the love of God and extend invitations to others to participate in our 
community of faith.  Seeks, welcomes and integrates visitors and members, and 
enhances their lives through a variety of group experiences (Radical Hospitality). 
 

STRATEGIES AND RESULTS 
• Expansion of programs to attract new members (Outreach and Fellowship).  

Rossmoor Friends of Grace continues and improves our visibility  and outreach to 
the Rossmoor Community.  Three events were held in Rossmoor and one took 
place at the Grace campus, a Memorial Day Picnic and Concert co-sponsored 
with Grace Church.   
 

We continue to have new members of Grace having their initial contact with RFOG 
and some continuing to serve on the RFOG Committee. 

• Grace Partners, a new ministry with the hopes of reaching a younger 
demographic, was disbanded due to lack of participation.  Community member, 
Margo Riach generously gave to this effort. 

• Discipleship also encourages and supports the other outreach efforts of the 
congregation including such things as the Advent Tea, Concerts, Day Retreats  
(three per year), Veteran’s Programs, and the annual Hymn Sing. 

• Sunday Fellowship Time is supported through 13 hosting teams and coordinated 
by Sonja Luscher.  

• In 2016 we welcomed 11 new members into our community. 

• On October 21, 2016 we sponsored the Harvest Thank You Dinner with Witness 
and Ministry to thank all of our generous givers of time, talent and treasure. 
Freddie Delamain was the chef and Sharon Lyons led and recruited set up and 
serving volunteers. 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our annual stewardship campaign “Grateful Generosity” is still underway at the 
printing of this report. Final pledge numbers to our goal of $258,077 are still pending. 
 
Our Summer Facility Campaign enabled us to put a new “wood” laminate floor  
in the Library.   
 
Honorees of the Month were recognized in worship and in the monthly newsletter.  
This year included:  Aline Wilson, all Caregivers, Diana Barkley,  Earnie Cunningham, 
Julia Linde, and the Chancel Choir and Bell Choir. 
 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
Rosalyn Cannelora (Chair), Carol King, Freddie Delamain 

 

 

Submitted by Rosalyn Cannelora 
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GOAL 
Respond to Social Justice issues locally, nationally and globally with compassion and support. 
 
STRATEGIES 
Highlight the church-wide mission programs supported by the mission budget and seek to widen the reach of 
Grace’s generosity in the local community and worldwide. 
 
RESULTS 

•  Created a Mission Budget reflecting support of local mission work in Contra Costa County and the Bay 
Area, as well as national and international concerns ($47,002). 

•  Promoted a number of special offerings through mailings and ”Moments for Mission” including: 

  One Great Hour of Sharing to support Presbyterian Hunger, Self Development of People, and 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

  Pentecost Offering to support the “Let’s Bring the Music Back” project to strengthen the music program 
in the Richmond schools. Funds provided summer music camp scholarships for student leaders at 
Richmond High School. 

 Peacemaking Offering to support national Presbyterian peacemaking programs and the peacemaking 
work of our local Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County (ICCCC). 

 Christmas Joy Offering supporting racial ethnic students of the PC(USA) affiliated colleges and the 
assistance fund for retired church workers. 

• Undertook several local mission projects: 

 Participated in meal preparation for the Winter Homeless Shelter at Trinity Center  

 Promoted Souper Bowl Sunday with the support of the Boy Scouts, to raise money  
for the monthly food boxes for residents of Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition housing. 

• Hosted a “Meet Your Muslim Neighbor” community event and reception. 

• Assisted with the annual Crab Feed to raise funds for the food box project. 

• Organized a musical instrument collection drive to gather and refurbish instruments that were then 
donated to the Richmond High School music program.  

• Assisted with the Memorial Day Concert with donations going to the American Legion Poppy Program 
supporting disabled vets. 

•  Gathered backpacks and school supplies for the children at the Garden Park Apartments. 

• Participated in the “Let’s Feed the Kids” interfaith project. Donated funds for staples and organized 
volunteers to pack and deliver food for 150 families dependent on the school breakfast and lunch 
programs unavailable during school breaks.  

• With the help of RFOG, organized a benefit concert at the Rossmoor Events Center to raise funds for the 
peacemaking work of the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County. 

• Hosted a reception for the community following the Veterans Day program.  

• Assisted with the Harvest Dinner to thank the congregation for their support throughout the year. 

• Promoted the Christmas Giving Tree to collect gift cards for distribution in our county. 

  With the approval of the Session, directed distribution of endowment funds (EBIC) to support the following 
missions: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Hurricane Matthew relief efforts ($ 2,000). International Rescue 
Committee Oakland for Syrian Refugee resettlement ($ 2,000). Trinity Center winter shelter ($ 1,500). Habitat 
for Humanity for the Walnut Creek build ($ 2,000). “Let’s Feed the Kids” Richmond Spring food program  
($ 800). CCIH to help fund low income housing and support the Homework Club ($ 1,500).  

 
THANKS TO our Grace members and friends who made this year’s giving a huge success.  Special thanks to 
Dick Carll for financial information and maintaining our mission giving on schedule. 
 
ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
 Gail Peterson (chair), Marlene Hall, Joy Maynes                                   
             Submitted by Gail Peterson 
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GOAL 
To inspire members and friends to deepen their faith in Jesus Christ through worship  
and study. 
 

WORSHIP  
In addition to our Sunday Morning Worship with Communion being served the first 
Sunday of the month there were other special Sunday worship services including: a joint 
worship service with ATC for World Communion, preschool families joined us for or Earth 
Day Celebration, and the No Stress No Fuss Christmas Pageant. Other worship 
opportunities included Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Blue Christmas, Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Services, and a New Year’s Eve service. While Roger was on sabbatical 
in May Denia Segrest preached. Throughout the year other guest preachers were: Leslie 
Veen and Randy Young. 
 

We continue to enjoy the exceptional music leadership of Dr. Karen Hastings-Flegel and 
as of September she has been called as the new position as Designated Associate 
Pastor. In addition to leading choirs, and playing the organ she has preached twice this 
year and organized and led the Christmas Pageant. Occasionally professional singers 
have enhanced our worship. The bell choir is directed by Fran Whipple under the 
guidance of Karen.  
 

EDUCATION 
We offered educational programs throughout the year. Some of the classes which Roger 
taught include: The Hidden Power of the Gospel, Forgive for Good, The Gospel of 
Matthew, Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor. Other teachers this year included: Jean Irvine-
Understanding Mental Illness, Sharon Lyons-C.S. Lewis, Bob Flegel (& Karen)-The 
Psalms, Jon & Mary Ann Littig-Faith Formation.  Three Day Retreats were offered for 
spiritual growth: Finding Peace in Chaos, Abundant & Joyful Living, The Great Cloud of 
Witnesses. The Women’s Circles continue to offer a Bible Study, the Men’s Club led by 
Bob Williams offers education/discussion opportunities. Lavenia Black, Bethalyn Black, 
and Daniel Rogers provide children’s Sunday School and Louise Milford, Marlene Hall, 
and Leslee Prahl provide nursery care when needed. 
 

THANKS TO 
All the volunteers who make Worship & Education at Grace what it is: from ushers to 
liturgists to teachers. In addition to those named above special thanks are due to, Julia 
Linde who provides special piano music before worship services, Julie Kim & Dick Carll 
who play piano and organ whenever Karen calls upon them, Patricia Hansen who recruits 
ushers, Fran Whipple who calls the liturgists, Susan Blair who paints windows for special 
occasions, Rita Chorné, who oversees the flower guild and Advent and Easter 
decorating, Carol Parker and Susan Blair for banners and liturgical art, and the Deacons 
who do many jobs behind the scene to prepare for worship. The Day Retreat Planning 
team included Rosalyn Cannelora, Julia Linde, Jon Littig, Joy Maynes, Patricia McCarthy, 
Leslee Prahl, and Roger Reaber 
 

ELDERS RESPONSIBLE 
M.J. Palley, Jan Zimmerman, Jon Littig  
 

 Submitted by M.J. Palley 
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GOAL 
Deacons shall minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless and to 
any who may be in distress. They shall be responsible for other duties as may be 
assigned to them by Session. 
  
STRATEGIES 

• Continue caring ministry to support and encourage our membership. 

• Fulfill other responsibilities; oversee Deacons funds and mission-giving. 

  
 RESULTS 

• The Prayer Chain continued with volunteers from the membership. 

• The Parish Caring Phone Program continued with each deacon calling 
church  members. 

• Communion elements were prepared, candles were filled, and elders 
and deacons accompanied the pastors on Home Communion visitation. 

• Memorial reception services were provided when Circles were not in charge. 

• Memorial gifts have been acknowledged through hand-written cards. 

• Note cards were sent to shut-ins, those hospitalized, or in need. 

• The needs of the Food Bank were kept before the congregation as well as  
$100 in food cards were made available monthly to Contra Costa Interfaith 
Coalition for the Fourth Week Food Program. 

• Local Mission funds were disbursed to C.C. Food Bank, CCIC Food cards, and 
other Food banks in our community. 

  
THANKS TO 
We are grateful to Sonja Luscher who organizes memorial service receptions and to 
the deacons who helped: Rita Chorné, Sally Day, Mary Ann Littig, Barbara Odell. 
  
DEACONS RESPONSIBLE 

• Barbara Odell & Mary Ann Littig, Moderator 
• Pat Hansen, Secretary 
• Emergency/Disaster preparedness, Session Liaison, not assigned 
• Barbara Odell, Kathie Paul, Sally Day, Dorothy Miller-Nelson, 

Communion preparation 
• Dorothy Miller-Nelson, Home Communion recruitment 
• Mary Ann Littig, Pat Devine Cummings, Hymnal Board monitor 
• Rita Chorné, Candle filling, Hymnal Board monitor, Food Barrel Ministry 
• Kathie Paul, Memorial gifts recognition, Caring Notes 
• Rita Dorst, Nominating Committee 
• Patricia McCarthy, Deacon at Large 
• Barbara Odell, Candle filling 
 

Special recognition goes to Patricia McCarthy who passed away while serving as a 
deacon in 2016.                 
                                                                     
 
 

 Submitted by Barbara Odell 
 



 

16 

 

 

GOAL to offer fellowship, education, and to be leaders assuring all women in our 
organization have opportunities to grow and mature in their faith. 

STRATGIES 
The Women of Grace offered three luncheons and programs during 2016. The February 
program was cancelled. Circles took turns hosting the events with the exception of the 
December Advent Tea. Because this is such a big event, this year it was decided that the 
PW Board would accept help from all circles along with the congregation at large. 

CIRCLES 
Esther and Susanna Circles meet once a month from September through June.  

Esther Circle (18 members) continued to be moderated by Janyce Gerber. They meet on 
the second Tuesday at 11:45.  Susanna Circle (10 members) was moderated by Betsy 
Williams. The members meet the second Friday of each month at 9:30 AM. Lavenia 
Black continues to lead the bible study for both circles. 

Needlers, a knitting craft group, meet on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Mondays at 11:00. They create 

hundreds of wonderful small projects including scarves, for our service people, lap robes 
for the VA hospital and layettes and scarves for Bay Area Crisis Nursery. The Needlers 
continue to be a significant mission force in the church. This group has grown over the 
year and now includes 12 members. 

RESULTS 
• Our April program featured Louise Bourassa, Executive Director of Contra Costa  

Interfaith Housing who spoke about the fantastic work that CCIH is doing to 
help the formerly homeless in Contra Costa County. 

• In September our program featured the Rev. Marcia Flagg whose topic was “Listen 
Well.” Rev. Flagg leads the Crisis Response Spiritual Support Team in Rossmoor. 
Volunteers are trained to comfort and care for victims of a disaster or crisis. 
CRSST is an outgrowth of the mission of the Interfaith Council of Rossmoor.  

• The annual Advent Tea was presented in December and was attended by one of the 
biggest crowds ever. The program was by the Northgate Madrigals, an a capella 
group. They were wonderful and well-received.  The PW was pleased to honor 
Dorothy Miller-Nelson with the annual life membership award. As always, the room 
looked beautiful with the Christmas tree as the focal point and the tea and coffee 
served from the beautiful silver services.  

• The Presbyterian Women organized a reception with light refreshments after an 
outreach (musical revue) event by the Vagabond Players.  The popular Vagabond 
players have performed annually for the last several years. 

 

THANKS TO 
Our volunteers: leaders, teachers, board members, organizers, decorators, cooks, 
bakers, table setters, cleaning crew, hostesses, study leaders and to the attendees of our 
events. Special thanks to Sonja Luscher for her expertise with catering and event 
planning and also to the supportive Grace Church staff.  

LEADERS RESPONSIBLE 
The 2016 Coordinating Team was: Moderators: Betsy Williams and Janyce Gerber,  
Treasurer: Mary Ann Littig, Studies: Lavenia Black,  Member at Large: Diana Barkley. 

Submitted by Janyce Gerber 
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2016 was a wonderful year for Grace Cooperative Preschool.  We freshened up the 
inside of the classroom with new paint, helped with some tree maintenance around the 
property, continued to grow our two year old program and worked to renew our 
accreditation with NAEYC. 

During the summer of 2016, the families and staff of Grace worked together to enhance 
the school interior with a fresh coat of paint.  Using a Kelly Moore discount from a 
generous preschool family, helping hands from the son and friend of Judy Williams and 
preschool volunteers, it was truly a community effort.  The light gray walls are inviting and 
clean, and the classroom looks pristine and so much brighter!  After at least a decade of 
‘touch up paint only’, it’s amazing the difference new paint can make.  It seems to be the 
first thing everyone notices as they enter the room now. 

Another gracious family from our membership had a relation to a tree service who was 
able to remove some of the dead trees just outside the playground area.  The men sliced 
some branches into small ‘stepping stones’ that were placed in the school yard for the 
children’s enjoyment.  While some of the children used the wood as a balance beam, 
others discovered they were the perfect size to be lifted and transported in the 
wheelbarrows and became expert movers.  All the children had fun with some of nature’s 
scraps, and we were able to explain first hand the concept of re-purposing items, which is 
a value we have been working hard to instill. 

The value of the two year old class is noticeable, serving as a gentle beginning, and  
one that proves to be mutually beneficial for children and parents alike. Enrollment 
numbers are strong in both the TTh and MWF classes, and the Membership Coordinator 
continues to tour interested families.  In the fall, we started the process for renewal of our 
Accreditation from the National Association for the Education of Young Children, which 
was a long but affirming process that continues to demonstrate the high quality of  
our program. 

Our annual Pancake Breakfast was a great success this year.  Our theme was “Look in a 
Book”, and children and families were busy transforming the Oak Room into a library of 
all of our favorite children’s stories, new and old.  We were able to use the funds raised 
from the pancake breakfast for tuition assistance and to support our wonderful music 
program.  We are so grateful to all of the Church members who support our school during 
this event and attend the pancake breakfast.   

We thank the supportive church volunteers who help us out in the classroom.  We are 
lucky to have Charie Reid as she introduces Spanish through books, games and songs.  
Kay Hatch has been so helpful in the classroom for the afternoon extended program, and 
we are delighted to have her back each year.  The children and families adore the time 
they get to spend in music class with Lavenia Black as they sing along and develop a 
love of music. The children were delighted when Santa visited Grace again this year and 
we thank Dave Fellner for being the man with the white beard.  We are so grateful to 
Judy Williams and to Roger Reaber for their ongoing support and encouragement.  We 
thank you for everything you do for us!  We appreciate you! 

 
 
 
 Submitted by Laura Handley 
 Board President 2016-2017 
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LEGACY SOCIETY 
  

Grace Presbyterian Church expresses grateful thanks to past, present and future 
donors of major gifts, bequests and endowments. Their thoughtful contemplation of 

our church's future needs, and their generous commitment to extend their faith, 
influence and support beyond their lifetimes is sincerely appreciated. 

 
 

PAST DONORS  
 

This list includes major gifts, bequests and planned gifts already established. 
 
 

 
 

FUTURE  DONORS and LIFE GIFT CONTRIBUTORS 
   

This list includes those who have notified 
the church of their future intentions. 

  

Anonymous 

Carol Bergesen 

John & Joan Larsen 

Don & Sharon Lyons 

Mary Ann Sanchez 

Reta Wilcox 
 Bob & Betsy Williams 

 
 

June Allen 

Earl & Judy Bardin 

Frances Baugh 

Dorothy & Thornton Beall 

Hazel Bearss 

Dulcie Blume 

Max & Gene Brewen 

Joyce Call 

Charles Smith & Marion Cramer 

Dorothy Crawford 

Emil Danielson 

Warren Eukel 

Carl & Betty Fisher 

Jeff & Fran Foster 

Florence & Archie Furr 

Dorothy Gans 

Janyce Gerber 

Charles & Irene Guntz 

Eleana Lass 

Paul Martina 

Harvey McCammon 

Jackie McConnell 

Mabel Milhan 

Ginnie Millson 

H. Marshall Pitney 

William Sargent 

Charles & Marjorie Schlegel 

Dorothy Stacey 

Gordon Studebaker  

Jean Surdyk 

Bea Tillotson 

Heidi Wagner 

Victoria Young 
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard, Walnut Creek, CA 94595 

925-935-2100, www.gracewc.org 
Email: gracepreschurchwc@gmail.com 
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January 15 Glenn Staller Guitar Concert 

 

February 10     Hans Heischler Organ Concert   

February 13  RFOG Social at Rossmoor 

February 25 Preschool Pancake Breakfast 

 

March 1 Ash Wednesday Service 

March 4 Day Retreat 

March 11 Crab Feed      

March 20        PW Luncheon                      

March 31 Vagabond Players    

 

April 13 Maundy Thursday Potluck & Worship                        

April 16 Easter Sunday 

  

May 7 Harmony Singers Concert 

May 29 Memorial Day Picnic & Concert 
(Rossmoor Friends of Grace and Grace Church) 

 

June 3 Day Retreat 

June 24       Special Concert Event       

 

July 23 Ice Cream Social  3 PM       

 

August 28  Rossmoor Friends of Grace Social at Rossmoor   

 

September 18  PW Luncheon 

September 24        Concert—Peacemaking                       

 

October 13 Harvest Thank You Dinner           

October 23  Rossmoor Friends of Grace Social at Rossmoor  

October 28 Day Retreat 

 

November 13 Veteran’s Concert & Reception    

 

December 2 Advent Tea 

December 10 Ashmolean Christmas Concert 

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 

December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship 

 


