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Nov 1 - All Saints’ Day
Nov 8 - Matthew 25:1-13
Nov 15 - Matthew 25:14-30
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• Nov 29 - 1st Sunday of Advent
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November Birthdays
Michelle Stoffregen......11/4
Meg Keeley ..................11/6
Cecily Wait ................11/10
Karen Haus .................11/14
Marjorie Bradley ........11/16
Madelyn Coccoz ........11/19
Geri Rentz ..................11/21
Don Lyons ..................11/27
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Sanctuary Open for prayer on Thursdays
On October Thursdays from 9:30 am to
5:00 pm, a "Sacred Space" is offered in the
church Sanctuary for individual prayer.
Church family have missed our beautiful
Sanctuary, and this is an opportunity to see it
again and to spend quiet time with God.
Candles enhance our inspirational
space. No sign-ups are necessary. We hope to
see some of you enjoy this opportunity for
peaceful contemplation and prayer in your
sanctuary.

Staying Safe—Things
to Think About
After months of being at
home, many of us are starting to
go outside for limited activities.
In addition to pandemic safety
procedures such as social
distancing and mask wearing, it
is a good time to think about
other safety procedures when at home and when
out and about. Here are just a few:
Hide a key in a safe place outside. Tell your
family and a trusted neighbor how to find the key
in an emergency. Consider a lockbox for this
purpose. Rossmoor residents - Securitas cannot
enter your home without a key to do a well check.
If you have a cell phone - even if your
intention is only to use it for emergencies - keep
it with you at home and while out. In a power
outage, it may be a lifeline. Make sure it is
always charged and turned on so your loved ones
can call you to make sure you are safe.
If you have a First Alert safety system, do
wear your device at all times. If you keep it
elsewhere it will not benefit you in an
emergency, such as a fall or medical situation
where you may not be able to get to a phone.
Get yourself a daily check-in “call buddy”. A
friend, neighbor or family member can serve this
purpose. Call buddies should commit to making a
phone call at a specific time everyday. If one of
the buddies doesn’t answer at the specified time,
emergency actions can be taken, such as calling
911. This simple, free practice has saved lives.
Keep a list of medications, and other
important medical documents (such as POLST)
on your refrigerator in case of emergency.
Go over these procedures with loved ones
and review them often so you will always be
protected.
Stay safe everyone!

Livestream Update
On Thursday, October
15 our livestream
equipment went “live.”
Mark and consultant Tom
Deans-Flegel tested both
the camera and the
speaker, which are
working well. The
camera resolution is very A shot from the test video with the
new livestream camera.
sharp and we will have
multiple camera angles to enhance the worship service.
The next steps will be installation and sound checking. We
are getting closer to the goal of livestreaming our services.

Animal Blessing on Saturday, October 10th
The photo shows participants and their pets
on the church sport court, where all enjoyed
the brief service and blessing. Center is
church member Dan Owens with his tortoise, Papa T.
Dan and Papa T were featured in a recent story in the
Rossmoor News. Papa T was adopted when Dan was only
13 years old. Tortoises can live to be over 100 years old.
Papa T was fully grown when adopted.

In Loving Memory
Mark Chapman
Denzil Storbeck

8/26/1953—8/18/2020
12/27/1931—9/27/2020
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Exploring Our Role in Climate Resilience as a Faith Community
Over the last decade, hurricanes have intensified, wildfires have burnt
stronger, heat waves have baked our cities, and coastal and lowland water levels
have risen. These events can only be expected to get worse in the next decades.
Communities who will be most threatened by climate change and those in
position to help them have a limited opportunity to plan for these events and to
build resilience in their towns and cities. Whether a church community has a
large facility, land, social capital, or something else, those assets can be
channeled into building climate resilience in preparation for the coming
physical and spiritual storms of the climate crisis.
As church, we are called to build a Beloved Community here on earth. In
looking towards building a climate resilient community, our Earth Care Committee will be exploring climate
issues in the East Bay and the steps we can take to anticipate, prepare for, and explore ways to work with our
neighbors to develop a more just, sustainable, and resilient community.
In the coming months, our committee will be studying faith based materials developed by Creation Justice
Ministries, as well as other resources including Climate Crew, and the Oakland Climate Action Coalition
materials as we explore how other congregations are addressing climate issues and begin to determine how
Grace can contribute and work with others towards making our church and community more climate resilient.
Please contact Meg Keeley at: megkeeley327@gmail.com if you would like to receive links to the
materials we are using. Let Karen know if you would like to attend our next zoom meeting in November.
by Meg Keeley

Mission Update
Grace is an amazing community of
generous people. “Sincere Thanks!” to all
of you who supported our Peace & Global
Witness Offering.
Our collected total is $4,345. We are able
to send one quarter of the offering, $1,086, to
Trinity Center, Walnut Creek, where they can
immediately put it to use in their service to
the hungry and homeless in our community.
The remainder will go to efforts in the
wider community (via presbytery), the nation
and world (via General Assembly).
by Marlene Hall, Witness & Ministry

Troop 302 Helpers

Lucky Jan
Zimmerman has some
weekly help from a
Scout Troop 302 family.
Dylan and his mom
Nicole Gillard are shown
viewing a video on how
to replace a refrigerator
fan, just one of the tasks
this family has helped
Jan with. Here is a shout out to Troop 302
doing good work in the community. The scouts
will be returning to the Grace campus soon for
their weekly meetings.

Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition—Fall Update
Soon we will be posting a
numbers update for delivery of
food boxes this month – up to
777! It’s been hard filling our
boxes for several months since
we partially depend on the food
barrel, but the appeal from
CCIC has pointed to sincere
need. County social workers are helping an increasing
number of families during this difficult period and they
are asking for food.
What to do? Well, if you come to pray on Thursdays,
bring something for the food barrel! This could really turn
into a good thing for you and others. The food barrel gets
filled and you get to thank God for the good things in your
life and pray for those in need of His help and care – win,
win! Grace can do this.
Sharon Lyons, CCIC Representative

Thank you to all who have donated
flowers for the sanctuary this past year.

Although most of you don’t get to see them in
person, they are lovely and enhance our
recorded services. A new schedule will be
coming out soon for 2021. Please email or
call the church office if you are interesting in
donating flowers on a Sunday in memory or
in honor of a loved-one.

Address Service Requested
Dated Material

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 8241
Concord, CA

WELCOME STATEMENT

____

All meetings are conducted via Zoom. Contact
the church office for help connecting.
10:00 AM WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
with Rev. Mark Burnham
9:30 AM THURSDAY CONVERSATION &
COFFEE: with Rev. Mark Burnham
10:00 AM MEN’S CLUB: Meets second Friday
of each month
11:00 AM WOMENS’ CIRCLES: Times TBA
10:00 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE:
Welcome and social time, recorded worship
followed by discussion.

Watch the recorded worship services anytime
by going to https://
www.gracewc.org. Go to the
Sunday Services page and
click on the links to view.
Listen to the latest Sunday
sermon on your phone. Dial
925-236-2487 anytime.

