
Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

200,000…As I a sat down to write this article, a news alert appeared on my 
phone: “The U.S. death toll from COVID-19 has now surpassed 200,000—
reaching what was once the upper limit of some estimates for the pandemic’s 
impact on Americans. Some experts now warn that the toll could nearly double 
again by the end of 2020.” 200,000. 

Perhaps even more tragic than the stunning number is that many of the U.S. 
COVID-19 deaths could have been prevented by widespread use of face masks, 
social distancing and other safety measures. I am thankful that this congregation 
has been steadfast in its support of keeping the most vulnerable among us 
healthy and safe. Please continue to pray for all those who have lost loved ones 
and for our nation as we struggle to respond responsibly to this ongoing crisis. 

While we must never forget or grow numb to such grim milestones, we are 
also people of faith who worship a God who overcomes even death in the 
resurrection of Jesus. So, I want to share some highlights to look forward to  
this month: 

 

World Communion Sunday, October 4 
The recent shift to “virtual” worship via online gatherings and video has the 

benefit of allowing congregations to worship jointly. On Sunday, October 4 the 
Presbytery of San Francisco has organized a worship service that will include 
participants from twenty congregations speaking ten different languages. What  
a rich treasure of culture and talent we have in this presbytery! 

The Rev. Roland Gordon, pastor of Ingleside Presbyterian Church in San 
Francisco, will preach a special sermon for World Communion Sunday. We are 
also looking forward to a virtual choir, a virtual brass band, and a Postlude from 
our own Karen Hastings-Flegel. This is an extraordinary opportunity for us to 
join together in worship and unity. 

 

Blessings of the Animals: Saturday, October 10 at 11:00 am 
One of the true blessings of my life is the animals who I have been 

privileged to live with over the years. A favorite quotes of mine is: “Dogs are 
not our whole life, but they make our lives whole.” (That’s also true for cats, 
birds, turtles, fish, and our other animal companions.) During these long months 
of sheltering-in-place, the companionship of our pets has been a godsend. 

So, on Saturday, October 10 at 11:00 am we will hold a Blessing of the 
Animals service to honor our pets. Please mark your calendar and see the article 
inside this newsletter for more information about this event. 

 

Sacred Space Table: Thursdays in October, 9:30 am—5:00 pm 
Although John Calvin (1509-1564) is often characterized as an intellectual, 

dogmatic theologian (he did train as a lawyer, after all), he was also very 
devoted to prayer. He once wrote that that God is always willing “to hear our 
groanings that he may better prove his love for us.” For Calvin, prayer is the 
channel, or highway, by which God’s love for us and our love for God travel 
back and forth. It is the place where our desires and God’s plans meet. 

To encourage us to pray, we have a “Sacred Space Table” set up in the 
sanctuary this month on Thursdays. Please see the details about this opportunity 
on page 2. 
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Sacred Space table moved to the Sanctuary!  
          

     On October Thursdays from 9:30 am to 5:00 
pm, Grace will have a "Sacred Space" table in 
the Sanctuary for individual prayer. Many 
people have missed our beautiful Sanctuary, 
and this is an excellent opportunity to see it 
again and to spend quiet time with 
God. Candles will enhance our inspirational 
space.  No sign-ups are necessary.  

Preschool News                                                    
 

Pending Session final approval 
on Wednesday, September 23, 
Grace Cooperative Preschool will 
be reserving outdoor playground 
time for families of the school. 
Groups will sign up for a set time 
according to a schedule which will 
be maintained by one of the parents. Only immediate 
families can play together with one half hour in 
between groups for cleaning and sanitizing. 
Participants will bring their own cleaning supplies and 
sanitize the area before the next group arrives.  

There will be a small fee to use the playground. 
Fees collected will go to the church. Preschool 
families have been longing to be back on campus and 
this is a safe way to let them have some outdoor time 
at the school while distance learning is in place. 
by Marlene Hall 

Happy Birthday in October! 
 

Lori Camenson......... 10/04 

Shirley Dal Porto ..... 10/04 

Nancy Brixey ........... 10/05 

Linda Hohenfeldt ..... 10/07 

Kevin Riach ............. 10/09 

Kathy Anderson ....... 10/11 

Marsha Stark ............ 10/12 

Mark Borchardt........ 10/17 

Sally Day .................. 10/19 

Paisley Tuttle ........... 10/20 

Vivienne Tuttle ........ 10/20 

Lille Tuttle ............... 10/20 

Barbara Pennington . 10/22 

Stacy Adam .............. 10/23 

Anne Bergera ........... 10/25 

Samuel Reaber ......... 10/26 

Bill Keeley ............... 10/26 

Margo Riach ............ 10/31 

Scout Fundraiser  
Holiday Greenery for Sale  

 

The month of October is the 
month that the scouts take orders 
for their greenery fundraiser. This 
year orders will be done differently. 
Place your order with me by phone or email.  

If you are interested in viewing the products we 
are offering, go to the church website at gracewc.org 
to see the brochure. Click on the Scout Fundraiser 
page to view the different greenery designs offered 
and their prices. Or I can email the brochure to you. 

This year, all items will be delivered to your home, 
keeping the rules about Covid 19 in mind. Payment 
will not be due until delivery. Please consider 
supporting Scout Troop at Grace Presbyterian Church.  

 

Carol Parker, Scout contact 
Phone: 286-6313; email: cmmtparker@yahoo.com   

Saturday Oct. 10 at 11:00 am, Grace will offer an 

Animal Blessing Service on the Sports Court 
 

Human participants, be sure to wear masks so that we abide by social 

distancing protocol. The brief worship service includes scripture, prayers,  

a little music, St. Francis’s story 

and some of his writings, a general 

animal blessing, and the chance to 

have your pet(s) blessed 

individually if you wish.  

Presbyterian Women to resume meetings via Zoom beginning Tuesday, Sept. 29 at 11:00 am 
 

     After a long hiatus, Grace PW plans to hold their first virtual meeting on September 29. For 
this and future meetings, while it is not possible to meet in person, the two circles will join 
together for their meetings with a modified agenda. A 30-minute Bible study will be followed 
by Circle business and then social time.    
     Each month, all circle members are to receive a flyer in the mail with information about 
joining Zoom meetings. Members with email will also receive an email invitation with a link to 
the meeting. Circle membership is open to all women and one doesn’t have to be a member of 
Grace to participate. Future meeting dates are to be announced. If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Karen Hastings-Flegel. 
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Food Bank Giving and Advocacy 
       Fall is here and the world around us is 
turning the beautiful colors of autumn. I 
have always considered this time of year to 
be a time of reflection. In thinking about the 
Food Bank ministry we have had here at 
Grace Church, I am proud of  the support it 
has received over the years and want to 
thank those of you who are continuing your commitment 
during this time of the pandemic.  
       In considering the Food Bank, I would like to 
introduce the idea that we take our commitment to 
another level – the level of advocacy! Advocacy is the 
next step in helping to end food scarcity and to promote 
access to healthy, nutritious food for all. As advocates, 
we can support the Food Bank’s long term goals of 
ending hunger in our county and state. Advocacy is 
about writing letters or calling our local, state and federal 
representatives. These are all doable actions that we can 
incorporate as part of our commitment to help the Food 
Bank. Through their e:newsletter we can be kept abreast 
of how they need help in promoting food-centered bills 
they are trying to get passed. Giving and advocacy 
support the ‘micro’ and the ‘macro’ of assuring food for 
all. Advocacy is a special calling. Is it calling some of 
you here at Grace? Think about it; pray about it.  
     I would appreciate your feedback via e:mail at the 
following address: pfcummings1@msn.com or you can 
contact Rev. Karen Hastings-Flegel (925-325-7742). 
 

Pat Devine, Deacon 

   New Church Directories are Available 
 

Following is an excerpt of 
an article that appeared in the 
Rossmoor News. 

Grace Church volunteers 
delivered new contact 
directories in person recently 
to members and friends of 
Grace Church who reside 
locally. Their goal was to 
extend a message of cheer and optimism during this 
challenging time of the pandemic.  

Church member Bill Keeley (left) said, “It was 
good to see members of our congregation in person, as 
opposed to viewing them on a computer screen. I look 
forward to the time when we can worship again 
together in the church sanctuary.”  

Faye Hutchings (right) shared, “It felt good to have 
a face-to-face visit with Bill. I’ve missed the 
fellowship that we normally share at Grace gatherings.” 

Directories were mailed to those outside of our 
local area. If you didn’t get yours, please contact the 
church office and one will be mailed to you. 

Carol King, Rossmoor News Liaison 

Viriditas 
 

I recently had the opportunity 
to walk “The Hildegard Way,” a 
virtual pilgrimage based on the 
life and works of Hildegard de 
Bingen, a 13th Century mystic 
and prophet. Hildegard was a 
brilliant woman who not only 
impacted her own time but 
speaks to us down through the ages to the present 
day. She is known not only for her visions but also 
for her study and application of herbal healing 
methods, composition of sacred music, theological 
writings, powerful homilies and prolific letter 
writing. She also utilized drama, poetry, dance, 
chant and music when teaching her novices, the 
monks and visitors to her monasteries. In her 
lifetime she was an Abbess in two monasteries and 
became a strong voice of the feminine not afraid to 
stand up to the male dominated church of her day.  

A theme that flows through all of her works is 
Viriditas, the green energy that permeates all of life 
and the cosmos. Long before Einstein and our 
present-day physicists, Hildegard wrote about how 
all of life is interconnected – humankind, the plants, 
the animals, the stars, the cosmos. She was true to 
the Celtic earth-centered tradition that had 
flourished in the Rhineland for several hundred 
years.  Hildegard describes Viriditas as the green 
energy in nature, the green energy that enables 
healing and the green energy that allows humans to 
be redeemed and to grow in their spiritual lives.  
Nothing stands, walks, or flies without this spirit 
according to Hildegard. Humans, she writes, 
through knowing the visible world in the creation 
around them are led to the invisible world of the 
creator. She invokes us to love all of creation – the 
air, the soil, the water, the plants, the animals 
and to tend to their care. 

She was perceptive enough to realize how 
human evil can ruin the natural world. Human sin, 
she warned, has a direct effect on the soil, the 
water, the air around us. How we behave has 
consequences.  She is hopeful, however, in the fact 
that nature remains loyal to God’s plan even if 
humans do not.  An example today would be the 
regeneration that is taking place in the Australian 
forests after devastating fires. Hope for God’s 
creation is one of her important messages for us 
today and that we need to be good 
stewards of this creation.  Also, she 
reminds us to keep our own lives 
moist and green -- to live lives of 
viridity. 

Pat Devine 
Earth Care Team 
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 Address Service Requested 
   Dated Material 

WELCOME STATEMENT 

All meetings are conducted via Zoom. Contact 

the church office for help connecting.  
 

10:00 AM WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
with Rev. Mark Burnham  
 
 

9:30 AM THURSDAY CONVERSATION & 
COFFEE: with Rev. Mark Burnham 
 
 

10:00 AM MEN’S CLUB: Meets second Friday 
of each month 
 

11:00 AM WOMENS’ CIRCLES: Times TBA 
 
 

10:00 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE: 
Welcome and social time, recorded worship 
followed by discussion.  
 

Watch the recorded worship services anytime 
by going to https://
www.gracewc.org. Go to the 
Sunday Services page and 
click on the links to view.   
 

Listen to the latest Sunday 
sermon on your phone. Dial 
925-236-2487 anytime.    

 

     Michael Ricinak and David 
Allen, Certified Financial 
Planners with True Wealth 
Advisory Group* in Walnut 
Creek and the Investment 
Advisors for Grace Presbyterian 
Church’s Endowment Fund, will 
share some ideas on how you 
can eliminate taxes on 
Required Minimum Distributions taken from your 
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA’s), and on IRA 
accounts at the end of your lifetime. They will also 
discuss ideas to consider for eliminating taxes on any 
highly appreciated assets you own.  
     If you are curious, plan to attend this informative 
presentation. The information is timely for those who 
pledge to the church as the annual Stewardship 
Campaign is right around the corner. Please RSVP to 
the church office so we can send you the information 
to connect to the Zoom meeting. Call 925-935-2100 
or email: gracepreschurchwc@gmail.com to RSVP. 
Participants can use Zoom with an email address or 
join from their phone.  
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