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Dear Grace Church Family,
Amidst all the difficult and challenging news recently about COVID-19 and
the ongoing calls for racial justice, I came across a story that both awed and
inspired me—comet NEOWISE, which is putting on quite a show as one of the
brightest comets to be seen in decades.
While comets are fairly common in the night sky, most are so faint and far
away that only astronomers using telescopes can see them. But NEOWISE is
bigger and closer to Earth than most comets, so it is bright enough for us to see
faintly with the unaided eye, and easily with a pair of binoculars.
I was curious about the name of the comet—NEOWISE. (As a big fan of JR
Tolkien, I was hoping that the name was connected to Samwise Gamgee, a
hobbit in The Lord of the Rings). However, it turns out the name comes from the
Near-Earth Object Wide-Field Infrared Survey Explorer (NEOWISE) space
telescope, which first sighted the comet earlier in March.
The story of NEOWISE reminded me of the immensity and enormity of the
universe we inhabit. You see, one of the most fascinating details about Comet
NEOWISE is that it won’t return to our skies for another 6,800 years, around
the year 8820! To put that amount of time in context, the span of recorded
human history is about 5,000 years.
As Christians, we believe that the God who created this vast universe is the
same God who became human in Jesus Christ. In other words, God knows firsthand our human struggles and hardships. Jesus knew what it was like to be
hungry and thirsty, to grieve the death of a friend and to be angry.
So, as we continue in this unprecedented time of pandemic restrictions and
mounting death, we are accompanied by the God who is both the Creator of all
and the One who comforts and heals. I love how it is stated in “A Brief
Statement of Faith:”
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
I want to also share a few more items of note:
 Facing Racism – A word of thanks to all
August Sunday Worship
those who participated in our six-week
• Aug 2 – Matthew 14:13-21
study of the PCUSA’s “Facing Racism”
policy. Personally, it was an important
• Aug 9 – Matthew 14:22-33
learning experience and I appreciate the
• Aug 16 – Matthew 15:21-28
faithful dialogue with others.
• Aug 23 – Matthew 16:13-20
 Sunday Worship – The recent uptick in
• Aug 30 – Matthew 16:21-28
COVID-19 cases are a stark reminder
that we are still in the midst of the pandemic and that it is not yet safe to
gather for in-person worship. We continue to gather “virtually” via Zoom on
Sunday mornings at 10:00 am. In addition, we will soon be upgrading our
video and audio recording capabilities.
 Bible Study – Please join us on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am on Zoom
as we study together the scripture texts for the upcoming Sunday.
Grace and Peace,
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Passionate Worship/Radical Hospitality
Deacons’ News

Deacons met last month
by phone; all were present. All
the members and friends of
Grace church have been
added to the Parish Calling
List. Each Deacon has an
updated list of 10 to 15 friends to keep in
touch by phone or notes, or both! New
updated directories were give to each deacon.
Thank you’s to Karen for updating the
master list, Judy for her help with the lists,
and to the deacons for the extra effort.
Grace Deacons are a dedicated group of
loving friends that are some of the glue that
is holding us all together at this time of our
Church's' life. God Bless Us One and All,
by Jan Zimmerman, Moderator 2020

Preschool News

In Loving Memory of Hazel Tawney
March 29, 1918 to July 16, 2020

Several decades ago, a petite, immaculately dressed
lady invited me to co-host welcome teas for new Grace
Church members. Little did I realize this would be the
start of a long and beautiful friendship.
Hazel was a remarkable person. A UC Berkeley
graduate, she raised a family and had a long career as a
teacher. She was a dedicated church volunteer on various
committees, including serving as an elder and a deacon at Grace Church.
She authored our current Welcome Statement. In 2013 she was bestowed
with the Honorary Life Membership A ward by the Presbyterian Women.
I have been privileged to celebrate many of Hazel’s recent birthdays.
At her 90th, I was in awe of her many former students who traveled great
distances to attend this special occasion honoring their former teacher.
At her 101st, just last year, in her vivacious way she thanked all for
coming and sang a bit of Gene Kelly’s “Singing in the Rain”. Indeed,
our Hazel was tiny in stature, but ever so dynamic in spirit.
by El Nungesser

by Marlene Hall

Preschool Directors have established a
plan for fall instruction based on the
decisions of the local school district. The
plan was released to the board and then to
the membership. Parents were given two
options for September that would be in
effect until it is safe to hold in-person classes on
campus: Option 1) to defer enrollment until in-person
classes are allowed. Option 2) enroll their child now
at 1/2 tuition with online only experience. The staff is
working to develop a program which will include art,
circle time, story time and more. Some offerings will be
pre-recorded and available anytime, others will be
interactive utilizing Zoom. As with everything
pandemic, the situation will continue to evolve.

My Faith Journey
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by Julia Linde

In our family, my husband referred to our
children as “the seeds”. That said it all….
Andre, our youngest and now a 38 year old
man, is the joy of my life. I watch him
thriving, thank God, and pursuing his
dreams with his wife in New Jersey. I am
grateful, sometimes with anxious tears, that they are alive
and well. They are bearing fruit in the way that they live.
Lest this sound like a “perfect family” story, the truth is
that Al and I had much conflict and almost divorced.
With the seed of God’s patience, lots of music, my
mother’s support and a belief in family and love, we had
the privilege of life together. I endured a miscarriage and
there again was protection and mercy to help. I call that
child Corinna and love her in my heart. The reason I am
able to feel this way is because Al loved me and stood by
me. His faith in me was hope. Now that he has been dead
10 years, his example of strength and honesty helps me.
They say faith is a journey. How many turns mine has
taken. Grace Church has kept me going, watering the
seed of myself to be in the light, to love and to live.

Grace Church will be
holding a prayer vigil on
Thursday August 6 from 6:00
a.m. to midnight. Individual
members and friends can sign
up for 1/2-hour slots. People
could either pray at home or in
the church courtyard (where
there will be a table of written prompts and "sacred space
decorations"). Pastors Mark and Karen have filled the first
and last slots, but we need you for the others!
What you pray, as always, is between you and God. The
idea of this vigil, though, is that we would mostly implore
God to help our world. Historically in America, during
difficult times, people would offer individual and
communal prayers of lament, repentance, and supplication.
Our time of COVID-19, environmental problems, and
racism seems an obvious time to revive this important and
effective tradition!
In case half an hour should seem like a long time, we
will make available written “prayer prompts” to read to
God or to stimulate your own ideas (such as Psalms of
lament, relevant hymn texts, other prayers and prayer
topics). To sign up, please contact Karen at
korgan81@yahoo.com or 325-7742. Thank you to
all who will decide to participate!

Food Bank Corner
During this time, let us not lose
sight of those who have been impacted
by the continuing pandemic. The Food
Bank needs our support more than ever.
Checks can be made payable to Food
Bank of Contra Costa County, 4010
Nelson Ave, Concord, Ca. 94529. Or, you may
donate on their website. Thank you and stay well
and safe.
by Pat Devine, Deacon

What’s Next for Grace Church?
Current Campaigns Update

Many thanks to all who contributed to the success
of this year's Facilities Campaign. The goal was to
raise $8,000 to purchase additional equipment to
enable live-streaming of Grace worship services.
This will include camera, dedicated laptop computer,
additional microphones, and some cables and
connections, plus some assistance from a consultant.
As of July 13, $7,855 has been contributed. The
Session added $5,000 from Presbytery and $300
from our insurance company to match contributions
from individuals. This totals $13,155 for the livestreaming project and possibly other pr ojects to
improve sound in the sanctuary. Tom Deans-Flegel
is our consultant, assisting in the selection of
equipment, installation, and training.
The Backpack campaign has, as of July 20,
raised $1,150 for school supplies for low income
students (as part of the Hope Solutions project).
About half of those donations have come in through
our online giving portal through the Grace website.
Thank you to all who have given to both
campaigns. You are a ‘graceious’ community!

Annie Toy, who joined Grace Church
in 2018, will celebrate a milestone birthday
on August 2. She will be 99 and a little bit
more (100). Annie is an inspiration in
many ways. She was first introduced to us
through Rossmoor Friends of Grace.
Congratulations and Happy Birthday Annie!

From the Earth Care Committee
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Treasurer Report

by Linda Neyer

This year has brought the Treasurer’s
office much to be grateful for:
 Our members have consistently
continued to give in support of our
church and community
 Pledge payments reached 70% in the
first six months of the year
 One Great Hour of Sharing offering reached almost
$9,000
 Facilities Campaign goal of $8,000 achieved which
will allow Grace to live-stream Sunday services
 Presbytery gave us a gift of $5,000 and Church Mutual
Insurance Company gave us a gift of $300 which is
being used to match the Facility Campaign funds raised
 Grace church and preschool received a CARES Act
Payroll Protection Program Loan of $50,000 which
we hope will be ‘forgiven’
Along with gratefulness also comes challenges:
 Facility use was halted during COVID19 and we
expect to lose over $50,000 of income as a result
 Plate offerings would normally provide income of
$9,000 which we will not be receiving
 Our current expected deficit for the year is $60,000.
Unless we can make up this difference with increased
pledges or gifts, we will need to use various investments
which may result in less interest earned in future years.
Please prayerfully consider your 2020 pledge and
gifts to help reduce our deficit, and continue to
spread Grace in the Community! Thank you.
by Meg Keeley

Plastic Free July: If you’re like the members of our committee, this month’s focus on single
use plastic has made you more aware of how much plastic is in our lives and that avoiding the use of
plastic is nearly impossible, especially in these days of the Pandemic. We discussed ways that we
have tried to limit our use of plastic and a few ideas include: reusing anything made of plastic,
washing, drying and then combining plastics for recycling, and shopping carefully to avoid plastic
products and packaging whenever possible. It’s not an easy task, but important to the environment
and to our health! We’d like to encourage you to contact Meg Keeley (megkeeley327@gmail.com)
or call 925-323-9888 with your ideas regarding ways to limit the use of plastic. We’ll be reviewing
submissions at our August meeting and will award the best ideas with the gift of a plant!
Water Conservation Efforts at Grace: Thanks to Bill Keeley and Dave Fellner, we are saving both water
and money as these leaders on the Business Committee are working with a leak detection contractor and our
landscapers to identify leaks in our water system, and to find solutions to this problem. This is an ongoing
project. Thank you Bill and Dave!
Tice Creek Restoration Project: Bethallyn Black has proposed a restoration project for the creek bed area
that is located on the church property. We anticipate working with local conservation/restoration groups to
remove non-native plants, clean the creek bed area, and the creation of a path that will enable area residents to
enjoy this area. More details to come as we flesh out details for this project in the coming months.
Exploring Spiritual Ecology: Member s of the Ear th Car e Committee have been r eading and discussing
“Order of the Sacred Earth” by Matthew Fox, Skylar Wilson, and Jennifer Listug. We will be considering
another book, “Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of the Earth”, for the future. This book includes essays by a number
of well known leaders in this field. We continue to explore the connection between our faith and the call to
stewardship of the earth and how we can best respond to this call.
Our next meeting will be held on August 16 at 1:00. Please contact Karen Hastings-Flegel if you would like
to join us. All are welcome!
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CCIC — SUMMER 2020
Certain things have changed,
but some things remain the same.
The CCIC committee ceased to
meet in person in March, but their
work continues, such as the pickup
and distribution of items for those
in need. Those of you with
furniture donations may call
(925)933-7111 for pick up.
The food boxes remain at a total
of 735 due to the fact that collection
of food products for the boxes was
partially dependent on the food
barrel, and you all know the story.
County social workers are working
closely with those in need during
this difficult time. They are very
grateful for the monthly $100 food
card addition provided by our
Deacons.
So, “I’ll See You in My
Dreams” for now, but more
importantly, remember you are in
my prayers with thanks for all you
do in God’s world.
Sharon Lyons, CCIC Rep.

All in-person meetings and events (for the foreseeable future) have
been cancelled due to the pandemic.
Each Sunday at 10 AM, more and more members and friends are joining
in the virtual worship services. We hope you will too!
Other groups are now meeting on-line with Zoom video conferencing.
Members and friends are welcome to join meetings with their email, on
the phone (voice only), by accessing your personal Zoom account.
Meetings require a ID and password for entry. Please contact the church
office to sign-up or to get help.

10 AM WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
with Rev. Mark Burnham
9:30 AM THURSDAY
CONVERSATION & COFFEE:
with Rev. Mark Burnham
10 AM MEN’S CLUB:
Meets second Friday of each month
10 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE:
Welcome and social time, recorded worship followed by discussion.
(Note: Anyone can watch the recorded worship services anytime
by going to the website (https://www.gracewc.org). Go to the
Sunday Services page and click on the links to view.

