
   

 

 

  

For the Rev. Roger Reaber 
 

in honor of our spiritual leader and friend 
on the anniversary of his call to Grace Presbyterian Church 

Walnut Creek, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 25 years  
of Leadership and Service 
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And I will give you  

shepherds after  

my own heart,  

who will guide you  

with knowledge  

and understanding. 

  

Jeremiah 3:15 
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Happy 90th Birthday 

Richard Carll  
 

 

You are cordially invited to a celebration 

of Pastor Roger Reaber’s  

25th anniversary of leadership at  

Grace Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sunday, September 17, 2017 

Special Worship at 10:00 AM 

Sanctuary 

Celebratory Brunch immediately  

following in the Fireside Room 
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Roger Through     the Years
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A TRIBUTE TO THE REV. ROGER REABER 
 
 
*HYMN                         Celebrating Roger  Insert 
(Words by Linda Hohenfeldt)  Tune 754, Help Us Accept Each Other 

  
 
OPENING PRAYER  Rev. Bob Williams 
 
HISTORICAL COMMENTARY Dave Fellner 
 
WORDS ABOUT ROGER  Marlene Hall 
 
POEM Susan Blair 
 
GESTURES OF APPRECIATION  
 Carol Parker 
 Jan Zimmerman 
 Richard Carll 
 
TRIBUTE   Rev. Charie Reid 
 
REFLECTIONS Rev. Roger Reaber 
 
*BENEDICTION        Rev. Charie Reid 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION        

     

Christ before us. Christ behind us. 
 Christ under our feet. 

Christ within us. Christ over us. 
 Let all around us be Christ. 

 

 Love before us. Love behind us. 
Love under our feet. 

Love within us. Love over us. 
 Let all around us be Love. 

 
  

*POSTLUDE              Fanfare (John Cook) Toccata 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Sunday Bulletin, September 17, 2017 
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Celebrating Roger 

 

Roger, we celebrate you 

As Pastor, brother, friend. 

You bring us all together  

with honor, love and care… 

Preaching and teaching,  

Listening to what we have to say. 

Helping us work together,  

As we are family. 

 

We’re grateful for your humor,  

helps us relax and see 

How we’ll reach out to others,  

sharing the love of God. 

Inviting and accepting  

each person as a friend. 

You lead us into action,  

turning to God in prayer. 

 

You’ve lead us to this place, 

in these 25 great years. 

With your accepting ways,  

you’ve worked for the common good. 

Thank you for your commitment, 

enthusiasm too. 

Look forward to the future, 

working at Grace with you. 

 

Song by Linda Hohenfeldt 
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The Rev. Dr. Karen Hastings-Flegel played the organ  
and the congregation sang the Celebrating Roger song 

with words by member Linda Hohenfeldt. 
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hen I retired in 1990, I was required to have no hand in 

choosing my successor. My one advice to any pastor search 

committee was to vet carefully all candidates and really know the person 

you call. After a wide survey of candidates, Roger Reaber was chosen. 

Because he had served a year as our seminary intern, the members of 

Grace really knew Roger! 

Clergy are called to follow Jesus who served as “prophet, Priest and 

King. One job description calls a minister as prophet to afflict the 

comfortable, as priest to comfort the afflicted, and with the elders rule 

with good administration. These 25 years Roger has done that and we 

today thank him and give God the glory! 

The Rev. Robert Williams, Pastor Emeritus 

 

 

Roger was presented with the shepherd’s crook as a symbol of his leadership. 
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Long-time member and current elder, Dave Fellner, gave the historical 

perspective about Roger’s 25 years, plus a little “roast” of our person of honor. 
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Director of Grace Cooperative Preschool and Elder, Marlene Hall, gave a 

personal tribute to Roger. 
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Elder and resident artist, Susan Blair, wrote a special poem for Roger that she read 

at the tribute. Flowers in honor of Roger were a gift from the Flower Guild. 
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Celebrating 25 years at Grace--Roger,  
we’ve been watching you… 

 
Roger, Roger! 

What can I say…? 
Do you know how much you 

Brighten our days? 
 

We’ve watched you grow 
For (more than) 25 years! 

And we like what we’ve seen 
Through both laughter and tears. 

 
You’ve watched us too, 

Learned a few things as well, 
Like when to push thru 

And when not to as well. 
 

You sing with the choir 
And you’re really not bad! 

But I thought disbanding “Gracenotes” 
Was really kinda sad. 

 
Always going to our meetings, 

Home visits, hospital visits and more! 
With the age group of our members, 

You need a revolving door! 
 

If someone is having a problem 
You’re there to lend a hand. 
How you’re always available 
Is a mystery!  My Lands!!! 

 
You’re creative and poetic, 

A problem solver too, 
And with your colorful attire 

A bit of “eye candy” to boot… 
 

A good thing Leslee saved you 
From a life totally insane! 

For all “Grace’s horses and  
all Grace’s (wo-)men” 

Trying desperately to put your life  
back together again! 

 
Once realizing their age difference 

Was definitely too vast, 
The wheels started turning, yearning 

For someone younger with class. 
You brought him the happiness 

We hoped he would find 
And we lucked out too, 

His choice was really quite devine! 

 
So, things back in the groove 

Saving sinners and stuff, 
Sermons sprinkled with humor, 

We just can’t get enough. 
 

Now, we let you go places 
All new and exciting, 

But with a tether you see, 
Lest you find somewhere else inviting. 

 
We’ve seen your dark hair turning 

To salt and pepper gray 
And we’re right there beside you 

Plus your beard’s getting whiter every day! 
 

Distinguished graying at the temples 
Was a plus when we were young 

But now that we’re older 
Maybe Grecian Formula for you my son! 

 
Yes, we hope you will stay with us 

For many years to come, 
With more chapters to write, 
We want you in every one… 

 
We want you to stay with us 

Here at Grace, you see, 
You’re our friend and we love you, 

Yep, YOU ARE FAMILY! 
 
   

A little rewording borrowed from Sister Sledge… 
 

(Bomp! Bomp! Bomp!) 
WE ARE FAM-I-LY! 

Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! 
Look at all your people with me! 

 
(Bomp! Bomp! Bomp!) 
WE ARE FAM-I-LY! 

Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! 
Get up everybody and sing! 

 
(Bomp! Bomp! Bomp!) 
WE ARE FAM-I-LY! 

Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! 
Look at all your people with me! 

YEAAAAAA ! 
 
 

Poem by Susan Blair 
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Elder Carol Parker researched and purchased a stole as a gift from the Session and staff 

of the church. The “quilted” stole was a tongue-in-cheek gift as Roger had told the 

Session he did not want a quilt as a gift. The stole wrapped in a large box was meant to 

throw him off track. 
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Sam Reaber and Jessica Reaber laugh at the“C.O.G.”  

(Child of God) reference as the gift is presented. 
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Elder Jan Zimmerman presents the art installation in the courtyard, the “Celebration 

Tree,” to Roger. After the service, the tree was unwrapped and the surprise was enjoyed by 

all. Susan Blair holds the sign she made to go with the tree (bottom picture). 
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ou have many “crafty” friends here at 

       Grace Church. Several months ago a group 

of these ladies jumped into action and together have 

designed and produced a loving art project to be 

displayed in Roger’s honor. It is not easy to keep secrets 

around here, especially from you-know-who. 

Many hands were eager to participate in today’s 

celebration to bring an art project to this campus! 

We want to give special thanks to Betty Foster, 

whose diligence and attention to artistic detail has 

elevated our artwork to be a symbol of love and 

affirmation to the successful 25 years we have shared 

with Rev. Roger Reaber.  

 

Jan Zimmerman 
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Treasurer Dick Carll presents a monetary gift given by the members and friends of Grace 

Presbyterian Church to Roger Reaber in gratitude for 25 years of service. 
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ore than three decades ago, when the 

young intern came bouncing up to the 

church on his two-wheeled moped, your treasurer 

looked approvingly upon this expression of 

economy in transportation, and thought, ‘we 

should have him in our lives.’ 

Now, after 25 years, that young man has 

lived up to our fondest hopes—financial and 

otherwise– and the treasurer is now honored to  

be able to present, on behalf of the congregation,  

this gesture of appreciation. 

 

Dick Carll 
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Pastor Emeritus, the Rev. Charie Reid, presents her tribute to Roger. 
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oger, I am grateful for many things about 

you, especially your collegiality.  But 

most important of all is the way you have kept 

God's Word before us, God's Word in Scripture 

and God's Word in Jesus Christ.  Thank you! 

 

The Rev. Charie Reid, Pastor Emeritus 

 



24  

 

 

Roger comments on his 25 years of service to Grace Presbyterian Church while Charie 

Reid closes the program and invites the congregation to a brunch in the Fireside Room. 
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We        Roger 

The Tuttle children hug the tribute tree. A perfect end to the day. 

Members of the congregation wore this sticker in solidarity. 

There was a sea of yellow stickers providing a visual 

symbol of their love, gratitude and respect for their pastor 

of 25 years. 
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Designing and Decorating the “Celebration Tree” Earlier in the Week. Many 

hands made light work as each panel was first pinned then stitched in place the 

day before the tribute. Tree sap had to be scrubbed from the tree and the ground 

before the work could begin. 
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The love lasts even through the Fall season and first 

rains. Happy anniversary Roger from your many 

friends and admirers at Grace Presbyterian Church. 


