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Renewal and Rebirth 
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By 
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  
      - I Peter 1: 3 

 

Easter is almost here! Actually, with the beautiful weather we have been 
having, it seems like Spring is already well underway and we have left Easter 
behind. This is due to two things: First, with all the rain we have had, 
everything is beautiful and green, and the trees are beginning to leaf out. The 
second reason is that Easter is late this year. 

Unlike Christmas, which is fixed on December 25, the date of Easter 
changes in ways that many people find baffling. Last year Easter was on April 
1, this year it falls on April 21, and next year it will be celebrated on April 12. 
Why does it move around the calendar so much? 

Easter commemorates the resurrection of Jesus, which occurred two days 
after his crucifixion, which was completed immediately before the Sabbath 
during the celebration of Passover. The Church Fathers wanted Easter to be 
held each year in conjunction with the Jewish Passover, which changes each 
year in relation to our calendar. 

Passover is observed for seven days beginning with the 15th day of the 
month of Nisan in the Jewish calendar. This calendar is not based on the solar 
year, as our calendar is. Instead it is a lunar calendar, with the months 
following the phases of the moon throughout the year. Nisan marks the 
beginning of Spring, and before the 4th century the month did not begin until 
the barley began to ripen. In modern times, the beginning of Nisan is related 
to the Vernal Equinox. 15 Nisan, the first day of Passover, is during the first 
full moon following the equinox. This year Passover begins on Friday, April 
19 and ends on April 27. 

It is even more complicated than that. Sometimes Easter does not 
correspond exactly with Passover because at the Council of Nicea in 325 AD 
it was decided that instead of using the actual Vernal Equinox, they would 
establish a date called the Paschal Full Moon. This date could be predicted 
well into the future without having to make precise astronomical calculations, 
but it can vary from the actual Passover by several days at times. 

Easter is late this year, but it still means the same. Easter is when we 
rejoice in the new life in Christ that has come because of Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead. Easter marks the opportunity for new beginnings, new 
endeavors and new hopes. It is appropriate that Easter comes right as we are 
near to completing the Mission Study. This means that we are getting close to 
electing a Pastor Nominating Committee to begin the search for our new 
pastor. A new pastor, a new beginning, renewed hope for the future. It looks 
like it’s time to celebrate Easter. Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. 
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April 2019 Upcoming Sundays  
 
April 7 Earth Day Celebration. Rev. Karen Hastings-

Flegel will preach her sermon based on Job 12:4-10; 
Psalm 104. Holy Communion will be served. 
Worship includes prayers, poems, liturgy, art, and 
special music by Earth Care Team and Congregation.  

 
April 14 Palm Sunday   

Luke 19: 28-40;  
“The Stones Cry Out” 
A procession with palms 
will open the worship 
service. Enjoy special music. 

 
April 18 Maundy Thursday 
6:00 PM  John 13: 1-17; “Washing  

Feet, Touching Hearts” 
 Potluck supper  

with Communion.  
Worship with special 
music following, all in the Oak Room. 

 
 Maundy Thursday will be observed in a 

different way this year—all in the Oak 
Room. Our meal will be include Communion 
which will be celebrated as part of the meal. 
Each table will have its own Communion 
service. If you have a chalice to loan for the 
evening please bring it to the office between 
April 14th and 17th. We will need about 8 
chalices which can be fancy or plain, and made 
of glass, metal or wood. Please sign up for the 
potluck and let the planners know you will  
be there so we can setup appropriately. 

 
April 21 Easter Sunday 
 John 20: 11-18; 

“Seeing Him Through 
Tears” Bring flowers 
for the living cross. 
Enjoy special music 
with the choirs and 
featuring guest trumpeter, Steve Gileno. An 
Easter egg hunt will be held for the children 

 
April 28  Luke 24: 13-35; “Burning Hearts” will be based 

on Luke 24: 13-35. 

 

MEN’S CLUB Meets 10 AM in 
the Library on Friday, 4/12 

 

The April 

meeting will 

feature Reta 

Wilcox and Stan 

Dorst of the 

Grace Mission 

Study Team. 

They will present an overview of the 

findings of the completed Mission Study 

that is required before seeking a new 

pastor. The completed study will help to 

evaluate how the church has fulfilled the 

original mission as well as present ideas 

for the future. 

Most of the men participated in the 

March brainstorming sessions and would 

like to review the results of the three 

groups that met. These will be discussed. 

Pastor Tom is invited to outline the 

next steps in calling a pastor. Tom  

has had experience helping several 

congregations during the constitutional 

process to call a new pastor.  

An optional no-host lunch will follow 

at a nearby restaurant. Contact Bob 

Williams if you have any questions:  

925-935-7377 

The Trumpet Shall Sound! 

 
We are looking for tenors and 

basses to sing an exciting piece in the 
Easter service, "The Trumpet Shall 
Sound" from Handel's Messiah. This 
will be a fun short term project with 
rehearsals from 8:00-8:30 on Thursday 
nights. (If this time does not work for 
you, we can schedule a longer practice 
at a different time.) Sunday morning the 
21st, an excellent trumpeter, Steve 
Gileno will join us in this magnificent 
piece! (P.S. Grace's Chancel Choir 
always welcomes long-term members, 
too, both men and women.)  



3 More Events & Updates  

Readers’ Theatre Play on May 19. Actors and Readers Wanted 

   Reader's Theatre will present a play during worship on May 19 (postponed 
from Apr. 28 so that more people could participate). The action of the play, 
"Where Is My Lord?" takes place on Easter morning, with disciples gathering 
at Jesus' tomb. We still have a need for children to be in the play.  
The first rehearsal is Friday, April 5 at 2:30. For information or questions, 
contact Karen at korgan81@yahoo.com. 

Veterans and newcomers to 
Grace Retreats are welcome to 
attend. The conversation will be 
led by the retreat team, including 
Pastor Emeritus Charie Reid.  

Activities will focus on 
enhancing wellness and reducing 
anxiety. There will be a variety of 
individual, as well as small and large group 
experiences which will include meditation and 
journaling, sacred reading, mandalas, quiet, 
contemplative walking and more.  

Take home handouts will complement the 
experience and enable participants to further their 
personal explorations once they leave the retreat. 

Grace Church is pleased to offer these retreats to 
the public including our Rossmoor friends and 
neighbors. To register to attend, sign up in the 

Narthex,  email gracepreschurchwc@gmail.com  
and provide your contact information, or call  
925-935-2100.  

Grace folks, do you have a friend who 

might like to join you for day? The RSVP 
deadline is April 17, 2019. 

Chromatica Choral Concert  
Save the Date, Sat. May 4 at 7PM 

Chromatica, a 

professional choral 

group, will perform 

the world premiere 

of “O Time” in a 

series spring concerts 

at the end of April 

and beginning of 

May. They’ve 

commissioned this three movement choral work from 

noted composer Stacy Garrop. With texts from the 

poetry of Robert Herrick, William Butler Yeats, John 

Milton and Henry van Dyke, this premiere will no 

doubt please with the exuberance, beauty and 

poignancy that Stacy so deftly channels.  

In addition to Stacy's choral work, we will also be 

singing a variety of choral music, all on the theme of 

"Time" - so make time to attend! 

Stacy is a graduate of Monte Vista High School  

in Danville and now resides in the Chicago area as a 

freelance composer. She has written numerous 

commissions for other local groups including 

Chanticleer and the San Francisco Choral Society.  
 

Please note that Stacy Garrop will be with us  

for the May 4th concert held at Grace 

Presbyterian Church with a reception 

following...so come MEET THE COMPOSER!  
 

Chromatica was founded in 2011 and now 

includes 32 men and women singers. It has performed 

thirteen prior series of ticketed concerts in the East 

Bay, attracting large and enthusiastic audiences. Led 

by David P. Huff, an outstanding director  and 

operatic tenor who has sung both in New York and 

San Francisco and accompanied by the exceptional 

pianist, Julie Rieth, it seeks to perform challenging 

pieces at a high level of professionalism. 

Please visit www.ChromaticaChorale.org  

for ticket information and purchase. 
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Monday, April 1 
AARP Tax Aide—L 
9:30 Parkinson Movement—F 
10AM Quilters—S 
10AM Prayers for Grace—S 
7PM Boy Scouts/Parents—O, F 
 
 
Tuesday, April 2 
 AARP Tax Aide—L 
 7:30 SUBUD—F 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, April 3 
10AM Bridge for Beginners—F 
11:15 Grief Support Group—O 
  
  
 
 
 

Thursday, April 4 
9:30 Parkinson Yoga—O 
10AM ATC Bible Study—L 
3PM Discipleship—C 
6PM Bell Choir—S 
7PM Chancel Choir —S 
7:45 AA—F 
 
 

Friday, April 5 
4:30 Chess School L, F 
2:30 Play Rehearsal—S 
 
 
 
Saturday, April 6 
11AM Standing Ovations—O 
2PM Private Memorial S, F 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 7 
9AM Witness & Ministry—C 
10AM Worship —S 
10:30 ATC Mandarin Worship—O 
11:00 Fellowship—F 

Please view the new art  
exhibit in the Fireside Room. 

7:30 AA —F 
 
 
 
Monday, April 8 
AARP Tax Aide—L 
9:30 Parkinson Movement—O 
10AM Needlers—F 
10AM Prayers for Grace—S 
7PM Boy Scouts/Parents—F, O  

 
 
Tuesday, April 9 
AARP Tax Aide—L 
10AM Esther Circle—F 
7:30 SUBUD—F 
 
 
 
Wednesday, April 10 
10AM Bridge for Beginners—F 
11:15 Grief Support Group—O 
12PM Business—C 
1PM Worship & Ed. —C 
6:30 Family of Women—F 
 
 

Thursday, April 11 
9:30 Parkinson Yoga—O 
10AM ATC Bible Study—L 
6PM Bell Choir—S 
7PM Chancel Choir —S 
7:45 AA—F 

 
 
Friday, April 12 
9:30 Susanna Circle—F 
10AM Men’s Club—L 
4:30 Chess School—F, L 
  
 

Saturday, April 13 
11AM Standing Ovations—O 
  
 
 
 

Sunday, April 14 
Palm Sunday 
8:45 Choir Warmup—S 
9:30 Palm Processional  
    Practice—S 
10AM Worship—S 
10:30 ATC Mandarin Worship—O 
11 AM Fellowship—F 
11:30 ADULT ED CLASS—L 
7:30 AA—F 
 
 

Monday, April 15 
AARP Tax Aide—L 
9:30 Parkinson Movement—O 
10AM Quilters—F 
10AM Prayers for Grace—S 
7PM Boy Scouts —O, F  
 
 
 
 

 Tuesday, April 16 
7:30 SUBUD—F 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday, April 17 
10AM Bridge for Beginners—F 
11:15 Grief Support Group—O 
4PM Session Exec.—C 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 18 
Maundy Thursday 
9:30 Parkinson Yoga—O 
10AM ATC Bible Study—L 
6PM Potluck and Worship—O 
8PM Choir and Bells  
        Rehearsal—S 
7:45 AA—F 
 

Friday, April 19 
 4:30 Chess School—F, L 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 20 
9-12:30 Parkinson's—O 
9-10 Parkinson’s—S, F, L 
11AM Standing Ovations—S 
2PM PAS Teacher Recital—S, F 
 

Sunday, April 21 
Easter Sunday 
8:30 Choir Warmup—S 
9AM Bell Choir Warmup—S 
10AM Worship—S 
10:30 ATC Mandarin Worship
11:00 AM Fellowship—F 
11:30 ADULT ED CLASS—L 
7:30 AA—F 
 
 
Monday, April 22 
9:30 Parkinson Movement—F
10AM Needlers—S 
10AM Prayers for Grace—S 
7PM Boy Scouts/Parents—O, F,L

 
 
 
Tuesday, April 23 
 7:30 SUBUD—F 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday, April 24 
10AM Bridge for Beginners—F
11:15 Grief Support Group—
 7PM Session Meeting—L 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 25 
9:15 GITW Folding—F 
9:30 Parkinson Yoga—O 
10AM ATC Bible Study—L 
12PM Deacons—L 
No Choir or Bells Rehearsal
7:45 AA—F 
  
 
Friday, April 26 
 4:30 Chess School—F, L 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 27 
11AM Standing Ovations—O 
9:30 Day Retreat—S, F 
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—S 

10:30 ATC Mandarin Worship—O 
 
L 

—F 

—S 
—O, F,L 

10AM Bridge for Beginners—F 
11:15 Grief Support Group—O 

L 

L 

No Choir or Bells Rehearsal 

 

—O 

Sunday, April 28 
Earth Day/Preschool kids 
to sing at worship 
10AM Worship—S 
10:30 ATC Mandarin Worship—O 
11AM Fellowship and Earth 
Care Faire—F & Courtyard 
11:30 ADULT ED CLASS WITH  
     EARTH CARE THEME—L 
7:30 AA—F 
 
 

Monday, April 29 
9:30 Parkinson Movement—O 
10AM Quilters—L 
10AM Prayers for Grace—S 
2-6 Standing Ovations—O 
7PM Boy Scouts/Parents—O,F  
 
 
Tuesday, April 30 
2-9 Standing Ovations—O 
7:30 SUBUD—F 
 
 
 
 
 

Classical Music Lovers… 
 
 

Performing Arts Society (PAS) 

holds many free concerts at 
Grace Church and other 
locations. PAS features 
professional quality musicians 
who perform in their free 
concert series. The public is 
always welcome to take 
advantage of this wonderful 
musical opportunity.  
 
For more information and 
for this season’s schedule 
of concerts and events,  
please visit PAS on 
the web at ccpas.org. 
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Key to Rooms 

C—Conference Room 
F—Fireside Room 
L—Library 
O—Oak Room 
S—Sanctuary 
9—Room 9 
Office Hrs: T— F 9 to 3 PM 

 
At Easter we remember 

those who have gone 
before us, and that Jesus’ 
resurrection is a sign of 
everlasting life. If you 
wish to contribute in 

memory or in honor of a 
special person, you may 

make a donation toward a 
lily (lilies) for the 

Sanctuary.  
 

To have your loved one’s 
name printed in the 

Easter Sunday bulletin, 
turn in this form by  

Tuesday, April 9. 
 

 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
LEGIBLY  

□ Given in memory of 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

□ Given in honor of 
 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

Donor's name ______________________________  
 
Telephone # _______________________________  
 

I am donating _______________ towards  
purchase of a lily (lilies). ($6.00 minimum) 

 
You may pick up the plant after worship on  

Easter Sunday. Left over lilies will be donated  
to shut-ins early the following week. 

 
 
 

Donate Lilies for Easter 



 

Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition News April Update 
 

Contra Costa Interfaith Coalition continues its work with 
furnishing new living quarters for those moving in to new housing in 
Contra Costa County. Your continuing donations of household goods 
makes much of this possible along with monetary donations used to 
make up the difference. Remember, large furniture donations will be 
quickly acknowledged and picked up by calling Bev Williams at  
933-0470. Smaller items can be left in the church office and I will 
deliver them. Big news at our March meeting was a report on Trinity 
Center’s building progress. They are aiming to open this large 
housing unit in the fall and are already taking reservations! Grace  
has been continually financially supportive of the endeavor to house 
and counsel those in need in our area. If you drive up or down Trinity Ave. (near the Lesher Center) you can 
definitely see the progress – it is impressive. Sharon Lyons, CCIC Representative  
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Food Bank News 
  

 

A full barrel was donated on 
March 21. Thank you to all who 
brought food for the barrel. Your 
donations also supply the Food Box 
project and Sharon Lyons thanks 
you. She regularly adds to the box 
supplies from the barrel. 

Just because spring is in the air 
doesn’t mean that there is an end to hunger and 
those in need. Please remember to bring a can or 
two on the first Sunday of the month. 

Pancake Breakfast Raised $8,000  
 

Our Oak Room is the setting for many varied 
gatherings from the worship center for ATC, Boy 
Scout activities, the site for support groups and 
exercise classes for folks with Parkinson’s, musical 
performances by the youth of Standing Ovations, 
luncheons and programs of the Presbyterian 
Women (and men), congregational potlucks and 
worship and . . . drumroll, please! Grace 
Cooperative Preschool’s annual Pancake Breakfast! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was such a pleasure to see the Oak Room 
filled with people of all ages sharing a meal and 
visiting – enjoying long-time friends and meeting 
new people – experiencing community. And we 
earned over $8,000 which will suppor t our  music 
program, provide scholarship assistance for 
families experiencing unexpected need and support 
improvements to the program. 

To all of you who joined us, we are grateful 
for your continued support and encouragement. 
If you missed this year, you will have an 
opportunity to join us next year on February 29, 
2020 and share “Leap Day” with us. 

 

    Marlene Hall for Grace Preschool 

Treasurer’s Q&A 
By Linda Neyer 

 

Question: Grace’s 2019 budget showed a deficit of 
$39,000. Why and what does this mean for Grace? 
 

Answer: In 2019 we increased our budget expenses 
by $5,000 mostly for a salary increase of 3% for our 
valued staff.  
 

How is it possible, you might ask, to have an 
$2,000 increase in net assets in 2018, but expect a 
$39,000 deficit in 2019?  

For the year 2018, we experienced a $16,000 
drop in Gifts and Plate income, but this was offset 
by significant increase of $35,000 in pledges over 
and above what was initially pledged. Our 
members had Faith in Our Future!  

In addition, we had an unexpected capital gains 
in investment income of $10,000. This allowed us 
to close our expected $26,000 deficit for 2018.  

We can never expect to have capital gains, so 
we rely on our members having Faith in Our 
Future. Please prayerfully consider your 2019 
pledge and gifts to close our ‘gap’ and spread  
Grace in our Community!  



 Grace News  Grace News 

Earth Care Corner by Karen Hastings-Flegel 
 

   Congratulations, Grace Presbyterian Church! We have been 

recertified as an Earth Care Congregation. We earned 167 points, and 

only 50 were required! 

   Don't miss Grace's 2 special Earth Day celebrations. The first is on 

April 7 dur ing worship, led by the Ear th Care Team. It includes . . . Meg 

Keeley is loaning gorgeous paraments for pulpit and lectern. Thank you Meg. 

   Fun Creation Fact: Native Americans have honored the wolf for its 

hunting prowess and loyal family ways. Gray wolf families average 5-7 

adults and are headed by the highest-ranking or "alpha" pair. They are often 

so devoted to each other that they've been said to fall in love, and they are 

usually the only pair to breed. 

Mission  Study  Update 
 

 By Reta Wilcox, Chair 
 

Many who attended our March 3 “Pulling Together: Ideas for the Future” 

brainstorming sessions are asking:  
 

“What will happen to all our good ideas?” 
 

The Mission Study team is recommending that three action groups be 
formed to work on our three critical issues  

 

— Membership Growth (27 great suggestions)  
 

— Visibility (31 terrific ideas)  
 

— Congregational Care (25 excellent thoughts) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The notes from the brainstorming have been preserved, and those who offered to help 
have been noticed. You can volunteer now to be part of the process. See me, and stay tuned! 

 

Meanwhile, the Mission Study report is complete. Session approved the report at their 

meeting on Wednesday, March 27. The repor t will be submitted for  approval to 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry in April. The Pastor nominating committee can now begin 
to be formed. Let the search soon begin and stay tuned. 

 

The purpose of forming groups is to ensure we act in a coordinated,  

prioritized way. The Session will discuss this at their March 27 meeting. 
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Pastor Tom Waddell’s sermon based on 

John 20: 11-18 is entitled 
 “Seeing Him Through Tears” 

 

Bring flowers for the living cross 
 

Enjoy special music 
 

An Easter egg hunt will be held  
for the children in attendance. 

APRIL 21  
EASTER SUNDAY  
Worship is at 10 AM 


